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S  I  R, 


T  was  not  the  value  I  put 
upon  the  enfuing  treatile 
that  made  me  refolve  to  of¬ 
fer  it  to  you,  but  to  Ihew  my 
acknowledgment,  and  the  De¬ 
fire  I  had  to  fubmit  the  fame  to 
the  patronage  of  a  perfon,  who, 
upon  all  occafions,  whenever  I 

A  %  had 
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had  the  honour  to  perform  my 
operations  under  your  directi¬ 
ons,  -has  proved  my  powerful 
protestor.  Your'  Name,  Sir, 
will  ferve  as  an  indelible  {tamp 
to  fettle  its  value,  and  free  it 
from  the  afperfions  of  malig¬ 
nant  perfons.  1  look  upon  it  as 
a  lingular  advantage  to  myfelf, 
that  the  following  obiervations, 
which  I  am  going  to  publifh  un¬ 
der  your  protection,  are  for  the 
moil  part  fuch,  as  wherein  you 
have  a  greater  {hare  than  my¬ 
felf,  becaufe  they  contain  divers 
inftmCtions  and  wholefome  di¬ 
rections,  given  to  me  by  your- 
felf,  and  for  which  confequently 

both 
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both  the  public  and  I  ft  and  in¬ 
debted  to  you  ;  fo,  that  as  the 
reverence  the  world  bears  to 
your  Name,  will  ferve  me  as  a 
fhield  to  proteft  myfelf  againft 
my  enemies,  fo  I  acknowledge 
myfelf  incapable  of  making  any 
further  return  to  your  good- 
nefs,  than  to  acknowledge  my- 
felf  w  ith  all  imaginable  fmcerity 
and  fubmiffion,  as  long  as  I 
live, 

S  I  R, 

Your  moft  humble, 

* 

and  dutiful  Servant, 
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AS  I  am  ready  to  confefs,  that 
my  genius  tends  not  in  any 
wife  to  writing,  fo  I  hope  the  cour¬ 
teous  Reader  will  excufe  the  errors 
he  may  perhaps  meet  with  in  the 
following  treatife,  efpecially,  fince 
being  fufficiently  fenlible,  as  well  of 
my  inability,  as  the  little  inclination 
I  had  to  publifh  thefe  Obfervations, 
the  fame  would  have  lain  concealed 
within  the  compafs  of  my  own  clofet, 
had  not  fome  of  my  friends,  who  are 
unqueftionable  judges  of  things  of 

A  4  this 


P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

this  nature,  perfuaded,  and  mod  ur¬ 
gently  preffed  me  to  oblige  the  world 
with  what  they  were  allured  would 
tend  to  the  inftrudtion  of  thofe  that 
profefs  Midwifery.  This  reafon  be¬ 
ing  the  only  one  that  prevailed  with 
me  to  appear  in  print,  and  all  p edi¬ 
ble  care  being  taken  to  publifh  thefe 
Obfervations  with  all  imaginable  fide¬ 
lity,  I  fhall  never  repent  of  my  refo- 
lution,  if  it  meet  with  an  impartial 
interpretation  and  acceptance  from 
the  public.  It  is  therefore,  that  I 
mu  ft  in  treat  the  Reader  to  have  a 
not  fo  much  to  the  ftyle  and 
nicety  of  choice  words,  (for  which  I 
acknowledge  myfelf  but  indifferently 
qualified),  as  the  weight  and  truth  of 
the  matter  itfelf ;  which,  as  it  was  the 

i 

only  fcope  I  aimed  at  in  this  T reatife, 
fo  I  can  aver,  that  I  have  afferted  no¬ 
thing  in  relation  to  it,  but  what  is 

founded 
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founded  upon  my  own  experience, 
and  what  I  am  ready  and  able  to 
make  good  at  this  day,  whenever  oc- 
caiion  prefents  itfelf.  Since  it  was 
next  to  an  impofllbility  to  avoid, 
upon  divers  occafions,  the  mention¬ 
ing  of  the  errors  committed  by  fome 
Midwives,  I  profefs  the  fame  not  to 
have  been  done  with  the  lead:  inten¬ 
tion  of  expofing  them,  or  to  interfere 
with  their  practice,  (for  which  reafon 
I  carefully  avoided  to  mention  their 
names)  but  only  to  ferve  as  a  warn¬ 
ing  and  iridrudtion  unto  others, 
that  they  may  not  dumble  over  the 
fame  block,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
their  patients,  and  their  own  reputa¬ 
tion.  I  am  further  obliged  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  Reader,  that  the  reafon 
why  fuch  obfervations  as  treat  of  the 
fame  circum dances  of  things,  are  not 
joined,  or  at  lead  fucceed  one  ano¬ 
ther 
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ther  immediately  in  this  T reatiie,  is, 
becaufe  I  chofe  rather  to  publifh 
them  in  the  fame  order  as  they  were 
tranfadled  :  Befides,  that,  there  may 
be  obferved  in  moil,  if  not  all  of 
them,  a  remarkable  difference  in  re¬ 
lation  to  their  circumftances. 
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CHAP.  I. 


Of  the  Natural  Way  of  Delivery , 

H  E  delivery  of  a  woman  is  per¬ 
formed  by  two  different  ways  3  ei¬ 
ther  by  the  pure  ftrength  and 
direction  of  nature,  when  the  mo¬ 
ther  finding  herfelf  affected  with  violent 
pains,  brings  forth  the  child  without  the 
affiftance  of  a  midwife  5  or  when  the  fame 
is  accomplifhed  by  the  hands  of  a  fkilful  man- 
midwife  or  midwife.  This  lafl  having  been 

B  differently 
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differently  treated  of  by  divers  author?,  I 
will  content  myfelf  with  propofing  only 
what  1  have  approved  by  my  own  experi¬ 
ence. 

To  begin  then  with  the  natural  way  of 
delivery.  If  a  man-midwife  or  midwife  is 
called  to  a  child-bearing  woman  whofe  time 
or  reckoning  is  expired  ;  it  ought  to  be  en¬ 
quired  into,  whether  fhe  has  any  pains  in 
the  belly,  about  the  bladder,  groin,  and  hips  ; 
and  whether  they  draw  downwards  towards 
the  groin  and  fundament  :  if  the  pains  con¬ 
tinue  and  feem  to  promife  an  approaching 
travail,  the  woman  muff  be  fearched  in  the 
following  manner.  Let  the  midwife  after  fhe 
has  well  warmed  and  pared  the  nails  of  her 
hands,  put  her  right  or  left  fore  mo  ft  finger 
(according  to  the  pofition  of  the  woman) 
well  befmeared  with  frefh  butter  or  any  other 
oleaginous  fubftance  (without  fcent)  into  the 
entrance  of  the  womb,  taking  care  not  to 
hurt  the  urinal  paffages,  lying  on  the  up¬ 
per  fide  5  this  done,  let  her  advance  gra¬ 
dually  towards  the  orifice  of  the  womb, 

J 

which  bears  always  downwards  when  the  time 
of  travail  is  at  hand  :  if  you  find  the  womb 
opened,  it  is  a  fign  of  the  approaching  travail, 
a  thing  well  to  be  oblerved  by  mid  wives,  for 
fear  of  giving  a  wrong  judgment  in  the  mat¬ 
ter. 

It  happens  however  fometimes  that  the 
womb  of  a  child-bearing  woman  opens  it- 

3  ■  *lf3 
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felf,  to  difcharge  feme  fuperfluous  humours, 
and  afterwards  clofes  again,  whereof  I  have 
obferved  feveral  inftances  in  my  practice ; 
whence  it  is  evident,  that  the  opening  of  the 
womb  is  not  fufficient  alone  to  judge  of  the 
approaching  delivery,  unlefs  the  fame  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  requifite  pains.  As  the  pains 
and  travail  encreafe,  then  will  the  womb 
become  wider  and  fofter,  when  you  muff 
take  care  to  feel  whether  its  orifice  turns  for¬ 
wards  towards  the  bladder,  or  backwards  to¬ 
wards  the  guts :  In  the  firft  cafe,  you  may 
expedt  a  much  quicker  and  eafier  delivery, 
becaufe  the  outward  and  inward  orifices  of 
the  womb  are  in  a  diredl  line  ;  whereas  in 
the  Jaft  cafe  it  proves  more  difficult  and  How, 
and  the  orifice  of  the  womb  being  not  fo  eafily 
to  be  reached  with  your  finger,  you  mu  ft  carry 
your  finger  along  the  lowermoft  part  of  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  womb,  where  it  adjoins  to  the 
gut. 

When  you  intend  to  difeover  the  opening  of 
the  womb,  you  muft  do  the  fame  during  the 
intervals  of  the  pains,  when  you  may  with 
lefs  oppofition  enter  the  orifice,  which  enclo- 
fes  your  finger  like  a  ring  ;  but  care  muft 
be  taken  to  do  it  without  the  lea  ft  force, 
but  to  let  the  opening  grow  bigger  and  fofter 
by  degrees,  by  means  of  the  pains  and  the 
water  contained  in  the  womb.  In  this  point 
you  ought  to  proceed  with  fo  much  caution, 
that,  though  you  find  the  membranes  or  fklns 
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already  very  thin,  you  muft  not  be  too  for¬ 
ward,  but  touch  thofe  parts  as  rarely  and  as 
gently  as  poflibly  may  be,  for  fear  of  caufing 
unneceflary  pains  and  inflammations  ;  though 
I  have  obferved  this  to  be  a  vulgar  error  among 
midwives,  little  confidering  that  the  opening 
of  the  womb  ought  to  proceed  from  the  pains 
and  the  fucceeding  water  :  for  in  cafe  the 
membranes  or  fkins  are  broken  before  their 
due  time,  and  the  water  comes  forth  before 
the  womb  is  fufficiently  opened,  the  womb 
clofes  up  again  ;  fo  that  the  child’s  head  find¬ 
ing  the  pa  flag  e  very  flrait,  renders  the  delivery 
much  more  difficult,  efpecially  at  the  firft 
labour. 

As  the  pains  increafe  the  water  inclofed 
in  the  membranes,  being  puthed  forwards  in¬ 
to  the  orifice  of  the  womb,  appears  at  firft 
like  as  an  extended  pig’s  bladder  of  the  big— 
nefs  of  a  hazle-nut  ;  but  as  the  pains  in¬ 
creafe,  the  water  forces  itfeif  more  forward 
with  the  membranes  to  the  inward  orifice  of 
the  womb,  which  being  thereby  opened  by 
decrees,  the  membranes  are  more  and  more 
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extended,  but  flacken  as  foon  as  the  pains 
ceafe,  and  return  to  the  fame  ffation,  with  the 
increafe  of  the  pains,  prefling  very  hard  up¬ 
on  the  orifice  of  the  womb  ;  which  opening 
thus  by  degrees,  and  in  a  manner  unperceiv¬ 
ed,  comes  not  to  its  full  highth  in  fome  wo¬ 
men,  but  in  fome  days  ;  whereas  in  others  it 
proceeds  fo  quick,  that  they  have  fcarce  time 
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to  ftay  for  the  affiftance  of  a  midwife.  In 
fuch  cafes  you  fee  the  membranes  or  (kins, 
which  at  firft  were  no  bigger  than  a  hazle-nut, 
to  extend  in  a  Ihort  time  to  the  bignefs  of  an 
egg  ;  and  in  fome  to  the  bulk  of  a  child’s  head 
in  the  outward  orifice  of  the  womb.  This 
done  the  membranes  or  fkins  break,  the  water 
iflues  forth,  and  the  child  preffed  forward  by 
the  mother,  and  its  own  ftrength,  follows  with 
his  head  foremoft,  till  it  quite  difentanglss  it- 
felf  from  the  womb. 

This  is  the  true  and  natural  birth  or  way 
of  delivery.  Sometimes  it  happens  that  though 
the  child’s  head  appears,  yet  the  unufual  bulk 
of  its  fhoulders,  makes  it  flick  in  the  pafiages, 
and  prevents  its  delivery :  in  this  cafe  the 
man-midwife  or  midwife  mull  proceed  with 
great  caution  ;  and  endeavour,  whilft  the 
pains  prefs  the  child  forward,  to  help  its 
coming  forth,  by  laying  both  hands  on  the 
head,  below  the  ears,  and  fo  endeavour  to 
draw  it  out  in  a  direcft  line.  In  cafe  the 
midwife  dreads  the  hurting  of  the  child,  let 
her  put  both  hands  to  the  child’s  neck, 
and  thus  perform  the  delivery  without  de¬ 
lay. 

I  fay  without  delay,  becaufe,  I  know  by  ex¬ 
perience,  that  the  womb  after  the  head  of  the 
child  was  palled,  has  fo  clofely  enveloped  the 
reft  or  the  body,  that  without  an  immediate  de¬ 
livery,  the  child  mult  have  been  choaked.  To 
prevent  this,  you  muft  let  your  finger  Hide 
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in  gently  betwixt  the  labia  or  edge  of  the 
orifice  of  the  womb  and  the  neck  of  the 
child,  and  thus,  by  firetching  .the  orifice,  fur¬ 
ther  the  birth  of  the  child.  I  remember 
that  in  the  hofpital  of  Paris,  feveral  chil-  - 
dren  were  thus  loft  by  the  negledt  of  feme 
young  midwives  j  the  fame  1  have  obferved  in 
other  places  through  the  infirmity  of  fome  aged 
mid  wives,  who  tho’  otherwife  expert  enough, 
wanted  flrength  to  bring  the  child,  under 
thefe  circumflances,  into  the  world  in  due 
time.  Of  this  I  faw  an  inflance  a  few  years 
ago,  where  the  midwife  had  fpent  a  whole 
hour  in  delivering  the  child  after  the  head 
appeared,  but  for  want  of  flrength,  not  be-  - 
ing  able  to  encompafs  the  matter,  the  child 
was  choaked  before  I  could  be  called  :  whence 
it  is  evident,  that  a  midwife  ought  to  be  of 
a  middle  age,  becaufe  the  young  ones  want 
care  and  prudence,  and  the  old  ones  want 
flrength. 

But  though  the  child  was  dead,  I  proceeded 
in  the  delivery  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
mother,  who  without  it  would  have  been 
in  imminent  danger  of  a  dangerous  ficknefs  or 
death  itfelf.  I  found  the  child  fo  riveted 
in  the  womb,  that  I  had  occafion  for  all  my 
flrength  to  bring  it  into  the  world,  which 
I  did  boldly,  having  no  other  care  to  take 
but  for  the  mother,  which  mufl  not  be  neg¬ 
lected  in  thefe  difficult  cafes,  there  being  too 
many  in  fiances,  that  the  urinal  paffage  and  the 
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gut  have  been  torn,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  child-bearing  women,  in  evacuating 
their  urine  and  excrements.  After  the  birth 
of  the  child,  you  mud  alfo  not  negledt  the 
bringing  forth  of  the  after-burthen,  with¬ 
out  which  the  woman  would  be  fubjedl  to 
very  dangerous  fymptoms. 

In  cafe  you  find  the  after-burthen  dick  clofe 
to  the  womb,  you  mud  endeavour  to  loo  fen 
the  fame :  to  effedt  this,  twid  the  navel- 
dring  twice  or  thrice  about  the  fingers  of 
your  left  hand,  and  with  the  fingers  of  your 
right  (after  they  have  been  well  greafed  with 
oil  or  frefh  butter)  Hide  gently  along  the 
navel-dring  into  the  womb,  taking  efpecial 
care  not  to  hurt  the  orifice  of  the  womb 
(which  is  very  tender  at  that  time)  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  keep  clofe  to  the  dring 
which  leads  to  the  after-burthen  ;  when  you 
mud  endeavour  to  reach  the  undermod  part, 
and  with  your  fingers  to  feparate  it  from  the 
womb  gently  and  gradually,  as  we  do  with 
the  pulp  of  a  China  orange  from  the  outward 
rind ;  and  the  after-burthen  once  loofned, 
will  follow  without  difficulty  by  pulling  only 
the  navel-dring.  This  ought  to  be  done 
with  all  poffible  expedition  for  fear  the  womb 
ffiould  clofe  up,  becaufe  then  it  will  be  a  diffi¬ 
cult  talk  to  reach  the  after- burthen  with 
your  fingers,  and  confequently  to  loolen  it ; 
but  in  cafe  the  fame  feparates  itfelf  without 
trouble,  the  midwife  need  only  draw  it  out 
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gently  by  the  navel-firing  twilled  round  the 
fingers  of  her  left  hand,  as  we  told  you  be¬ 
fore. 

This  done,  the  next  thing  that  falls  under 
your  confideration,  is,  whether  the  membranes 
which  enclofed  the,  water  and  the  child  in 
the  womb,  are  come  forth  along  with  the 
after-burthen,  for  fear  if  all  or  any  confider- 
able  part  of  them  fhoald  be  left  behind,  it 
ihould  obftrudt  the  orifices  of  the  veflels  of 
the  womb.  However,  if  only  fome  ilender 
part  ihould  flay  behind,  you  need  not  be  very 
foilicitous  upon  that  fcore,  becaufe  daily  ex¬ 
perience  has  convinced  us  that  the  fame  are 
eafily  carried  off  with  the  purgations,  with¬ 
out  any  farther  danger.  I  mufl  give  you  this 
for  a  caution,  that  when  you  pull  out  the  af¬ 
ter-burthen  by  the  navel-firing,  you  muft  do 
it  gently,  for  fear  in  cafe  it  fhouid  flick  too 
clofe  to  the  womb,  you  fhouid  turn  it  outward, 
a  thing  that  has  proved  fatal  to  many  wo¬ 
men.  The  mother  being  fafely  delivered  of 
the  child  and  after-burthen,  if  you  find  little 
or  no  blood  to  iffue  from  the  womb,  it  is 
to  be  confidered  whether  the  fame  is  not 
coagulated  in  the  womb,  or  the  neck  thereof, 
which  fending  forth  pernicious  vapours  to  the 
head,  occafions  lipothymies ,  or  fwooning  fits. 
In  this  cafe  the  midwife  muft,  without  delay, 
put  her  hand  gently  up  to  the  bottom  of  the 
womb,  to  remove  the  coagulated  blood,  which 
done,  the  before- mentioned  fymptomsceafe  im¬ 
mediately, 
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mediately,  which  otherwife  might  prove  fatal 
to  the  woman.  If  the  blood  iflues  in  too  great 
a  quantity,  the  fame  owes  alfo  frequently  its 
origin  to  a  mafs  of  coagulated  blood,  which 
being  removed  in  the  before-mentioned  man¬ 
ner,  before  the  doling  up  of  the  womb,  the 
flux  ceafes. 

The  woman  being  recovered  out  of  her 
fwooning-fits,  fhe  mull  be  kept  very  quiet, 
without  applying  unto  her  any  other  remedy, 
(not  fo  much  as  a  clyfler)  at  firft,  except  fome 
broth,  and  that  not  much  at  a  time.  In  cafe 
the  blood  continues  to  flow  beyond  meafure, 
you  mud  put  into  the  privy  parts  cloths  dipped 
in  water  and  vinegar,  and  apply  the  fame  al¬ 
fo  to  the  hips,  or  a  plaifter  made  of  the 
white  of  an  egg,  Bole-Armoniac,  water, 
and  vinegar,  well  mixt  together.  The  coun¬ 
try  people  make  ufe  of  yarn  dipped  in  water 
and  vinegar.  You  muft  let  the  child-bed 
woman  lay  very  low  with  her  head,  giving 
her  no  other  food,  but  a  moderate  quantity  of 
fpoon-meat,  becaufe  the  ftomach  being  filled 
with  vapours  and  winds,  would  be  over¬ 
charged  with  folid  food.  The  immoderate 
flux  of  the  blood  being  allayed,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  recovered  out  of  her  fwooning-fits,  you 
may,  in  twenty-four  hours  after,  apply  a 
clyfler  of  mallows,  althea,  violet-leaves,  the 
peliitory  of  the  wall,  and  linfeed,  boiled 
only  in  a  fmall  quantity  of  water  ;  the  fame 
you  may  repeat  mornings  and  eveninps,  with 
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this  difference  only,  that  in  tbofe  to  be  ufed  in 
the  morning,  you  may  diffolve  three  ounces 
of  honey,  and  add  to  thofe  at  night  a  handful 
of  the  bed  wheaten  flour  boiled  in  water. 
Stronger  clyfters  are  not  to  be  made  ufe  of, 
uniefs  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  and  then  not  with¬ 
out  the  advice  of  a  phyfician. 

In  caie  the  patient  complains  of  exceffive 
pains  in  the  belly,  you  mail:  add  to  the 
clyfter  in  the  evening,  an  ounce  of  oil  of 
lweet  almonds  ;  you  may  alfo,  in  dead  of  this 
decodion,  make  a  clyfter  only  of  whey, 
with  good  fuccefs.  If  you  find  the  belly 
bloated  and  full  of  pain,  which  proceeds  from 
winds,  you  muft  make  ufe  of  the  following 
fomentation. 

Take  the  leaves  of  mallows,  althea,  of 
violet  leaves,  the  pellitory  of  the  wall,  worm¬ 
wood,  motherwort,  mercurial,  the  flowers  of 
camomile  and  melilot,  and  linfeeds  ;  boil 
them  altogether  in  fair  water,  and  apply  them 
thus  to  the  lower  region  of  the  belly,  or  elfe 
cloths  dipped  in  the  decodion  as  hot  as  the 
patient  is  able  to  bear  it  s  and  renew  it  as 
often  as  it  cools. 

In  cafe  the  purgations  of  the  blood  are 
flopped  after  the  delivery  of  the  woman, 
which  fending  up  naufeous  and  pernicious  va¬ 
pours  to  the  head,  caufe  violent  pains  there, 
you  muft  apply  the  following  injedion  into 
the  womb, 

Take 
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Take  barley,  the  herb  of  arthemifia,  mo¬ 
therwort,  wormwood,  and  melilot,  boil  them 
in  fair  water,  and  make  frequent  injections  : 
you  may  alio  open  a  vein,  and  ufe  other  re¬ 
medies,  according  to  the  direction  of  a  phy- 
fician.  In  cafe  you  find  fome  inward  parts 
bruifed  or  hurt  during  the  woman’s  hard 
labour,  you  may  make  ufe  of  the  decoction 
of  barley  and  chervil,  and  after  the  purga¬ 
tion  ceafes,  add  to  it  one  or  two  of  the  radix 
lymphit.  by  way  of  fomentation,  adding  two 
ounces  of  honey  of  rofes  to  each  pint  of  the 
decoCiion. 
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CHAP.  II. 


What  Method  is  to  be  obfer*ved  in  cafe  of  Mis¬ 
carriages,  or  when  a  Woman  is  delivered 
before  her  Time.  / 

IF  a  woman,  after  having  loft  her  month¬ 
ly  times  about  two  months  and  a  half,  is 
feized  with  a  violent  flux  of  blood  and  pains, 
the  be  ft  way  is  to  have  a  little  patience,  to 
fee  whether  the  lame  is  not  occafioned  by  a 
falfe  conception,  which  commonly  difcovers 
itfelf  about  this  time.  When  the  flux  ceafes, 
it  is  a  fign  that  the  conception  is  loofened, 
and  may  foon  be  expelled  by  a  clyfter,  with¬ 
out  any  great  trouble  to  the  woman.  But  in 
cafe  the  flux  continues,  you  muft  open  a  vein 
in  the  arm. 

This  kind  of  falfe  conception  is.  a  membra¬ 
nous  fubftance,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  hen’s  egg, 
filled  with  water  ;  whereas  a  true  conception 
contains  within  its  membranous  oval  body,  a 
whitifti  fubftance,  not  unlike  a  filk-worm, 
wherein  you  may  plainly  diftinguifh  the  head 
and  face,  with  two  fmall  fpecks,  no  bigger 
than  a  pin’s  head.  This  conception,  whether 
a  true  or  falfe  one,  being  expelled,  the  flood¬ 
ing  of  the  blood  ceafes  immediately  5  but  in 


t 


{  n  3 

cafe  the  fame  continues,  and  the  delivery  is 
checked,  you  mu  ft  endeavour  to  bring  it  out 
by  the  help  of  your  fingers.  In  cafe  you  dif- 
cover  by  its  fcent  that  it  begins  to  putrify, 
you  muft  make  ufe  of  the  before  prefcribed 
injection  in  the  womb,  mixt  with  two  ounces 
of  fugar. 

If  a  woman  is  feized  in  the  third,  fourth, 
or  fifth  month  of  her  being  with  child,  with 
an  immoderate  flux  of  blood,  fhe  muft  keep 
her  bed,  and  (with  the  advice  of  a  phyfi- 
cian)  let  blood  twice  or  thrice  in  the  arm  ; 
and  if  notwitbftanding  this  the  flux  continues, 
and  fhe  evacuates  clods  of  coagulated  blood, 
you  muft  expedl  nothing  elfe  but  a  mifcar- 
riage.  This  embrio  is  feldom  bigger  than  a 
new-born  kitten.  In  this  cafe  you  need  not 
be  very  follicitous  about  the  after-burthen, 
though  the  fame  exceeds  the  embrio  in  big— 
nefs,  becaufe  it  often  remains  behind  two, 
three,  four,  and  fometimes  more  days,  and  at 
laft  is  foon  expelled  by  a  clyfter,  it  being  to 
be  obferved,  that  the  after-burthen  will  re¬ 
main  uncorrupted  fix  days,  or  longer,  in  the 
womb  of  a  woman  of  a  good  habit  of  body. 
But  in  cafe  you  find  any  fymptoms  of  a  fever, 
you  had  heft  take  the  advice  of  a  phyfician, 
whether  you  (hall  open  a  vein  in  the  arm  or 
foot. 

Women  under  thefe  circumftances  are  of¬ 
ten  affeded  with  a  pain  in  their  breafts,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  defluxion  of  the  milk  thither, 
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and  the  flopping  of  the  flux  of  the  blood.  To 
prevent  this,  you  muft  open  a  vein  in  the  arm 
next  to  that  tide  where  you  are  mod  fen  Able 
of  the  defluxion  ;  for  in  cafe  you  fhould  let 
blood  in  the  foot,  you  would  draw  thefe  de¬ 
fluxions  to  the  womb.  However,  thefe  fymp- 
toms  are  not  very  frequent,  and  happen  mod 
commonly  to  women  only  of  a  melancholy 
difpolition. 

In  cafe  the  flood  of  the  blood  continues  with 
fuch  violence  as  to  put  the  woman  in  danger 
of  her  life,  after  the  has  been  with  child  for 
feveral  months,  and  finds  the  ufual  figns  and 
fymptoms  of  travail,  you  muft  attempt  the 
delivery,  as  the  only  means  to  fave  both  the 
mother  and  child. 

The  man-midwife  therefore,  or  midwife, 
having  greafed  their  hands  all  over  with  oil, 
or  freih  butter,  muft  endeavour  to  bring  in  one 
finger  to  the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb, 
which,  if  you  find  foft  and  thin,  you  may  pro¬ 
ceed  in  your  work,  but  if  otherwife,  you  muft 
have  patience  till  you  find  it  opened  ;  then  you 
muft  put  in  one  finger  firft,  afterwards  a  fe- 
cond,  and  then  a  third,  which  you  muft  ftrive 
to  extend  or  open  by  degrees,  as  we  do  with 
the  fcrevv,  called  the  fpeculum  matricis ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  open  fucceffively  the  innermoft  orifice 
of  the  womb,  and  open  a  way  for  the  whole 
hand  to  reach  within  the  womb  itfelf,  where 
feeling  the  membranes  that  enclofe  the  child, 
you  muft  pinch  them  thro’  with  the  extremity 
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of  your  fingers,  (which  you  may  eafily 
and  putting  your  hand  to  the  bare  child,  take 
hold,  if  pofiible,  of  the  feet  ( n ot vv ith ft  an ding 
fome  of  the  other  parts  fhould  firft  offer  them- 
felves)  and  the  fame  being  brought  out,  bap¬ 
tize  them  immediately  with  fair  water,  faying 
thefe  words,  Child ,  1  baptize  thee  (if  alive)  in 
the  name  of  the  Father ,  the  Son ,  and  the  Holy 
Ghojl  5  which  done,  proceed  in  the  moll:  conve¬ 
nient  way  of  delivering  the  woman.  In  cafe 
the  child  comes  wrong,  and  the  flood  conti¬ 
nues  ;  in  cafe  the  head  cannot  pafs  by  reafon  of 
its  bulk,  neither  can  you  come  at  it  to  turn  it, 
you  mull  con  lid  er  whether  the  child  be  dead 
or  alive,  or  whether  the  mother,  as  well  as  the 
child,  are  in  danger  of  their  lives ;  you  muff 
then  have  recourse  to  manual  operation,  and 
endeavour  to  bring  forth  the  child  with  the 
help  of  a  hook  ;  with  this  provifo,  however, 
not  to  proceed  to  this  operation  before  all 
other  means  have  been  tried  in  vain,  and  that 
you  are  a  flu  red  that  the  child  is  dead,  and  the 
mother  in  imminent  danger  ;  without  thefe 
two  circumftances,  you  ought  never  to  proceed 
to  this  operation. 

After  mature  confideration,  and  taking;  due 
care  for  the  patient’s  foul,  the  man-midwife 
mu  ft  thruft  his  left  hand  into  the  vagina. 
fheath,  or  entrance,  and  fo  further  in  to  the 
neck  of  the  womb,  putting  his  hand  betwixt 
that  and  the  head  of  the  child  (fuppofing  it 
flicks  by  reafon  of  the  bulk  of  the  head)  and 
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with  a  fyringe  or  any  other  means,  fpout  fome 
water  upon  the  head,  to  ferve  inftead  of  bap- 
tifm  in  fuch  an  emergency.  This  done,  the 
man-midwife,  with  the  confent  of  the  wo¬ 
man  and  her  hufband,  may  proceed  in  his 
work,  and  with  his  right  hand  bring  the 
hook,  with  the  pointed  end  forwards,  along 
the  palm  of  his  left  hand  (in  the  vagina ,  or 
entrance  of  the  womb)  to  the  extremities  of 
his  fingers,  where  they  touch  the  child’s  head, 
and  by  this  means  faften  the  hook  into  one  part 
or  other  of  the  head,  as  it  may  be  done  with 
moft  conveniency  ;  for,  confidering  that  it  is 
not  in  the  man-midwife’s  power  at  all  times  to 
faften  the  hook  where  he  pleafes,  he  muft  do 
as  well  as  he  can,  but  endeavour  always  to 
fix  it  in  the  hindmoft  part  of  the  head.  Af¬ 
ter  you  have  taken  fure  hold  with  the  hook, 
you  muft  pull  on,  and  draw  it  towards  you 
with  the  right  hand,  and  guide  it  with  the 
left ;  and  in  cafe  the  bone  where  the  hook 
is  fixed  fhould  break,  as  it  often  happens,  you 
muft  endeavour  to  faften  it  again  in  another 
oart  of  the  head,  and  fo  puli  it  out  in  a  ftrait 
'  ine,  and  afterwards  pull  out  the  reft  of  the 
body  with  the  help  of  both  your  hands.  If 
the  head  is  of  fo  extraordinary  a  bignefs,  as  to 
require  more  than  ordinary  ftrength  to  pull 
it  out,  I  can  give  you  no  better  advice,  than 
to  follow  the  fame  method  I  made  ufe  of  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  in  the  hofpital  of  Paris  in  1659,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  phyficians  of  the  hofpital, 
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and  Mr.  Caftagnet,  my  brother  furgeon.  For, 
being  all  agreed  in  opinion  that  the  child 
was  dead,  I  took  a  hook  of  eight  or  ten  inches 
long,  and  putting  the  fame  along  my  left 
hand,  fattened  it  within  the  feam  of  the 
fkull.  After  the  woman  was  delivered,  we 
found  fome  parts  of  the  child  putrify’d,  fo 
that  without  this  operation,  the  woman  mud: 
infallibly  have  died,  it  being  our  opinion  be¬ 
fore,  that  there  was  but  fiender  hopes  of  her 
life. 

Upon  this  occafion,  I  would  admonifh  all 
men-midwives,  to  examine  and  duly  reprefent 
the  danger  of  the  patient  to  the  ftanders  by, 
as  they  tender  their  reputation,  it  being  cer¬ 
tain  that  fuch  like  operations  as  this  cannot  be 
performed  without  great  violence,  for  either  the 
hook  or  the  bones  of  the  child’s  head,  which 
are  often  pointed  and  as  {harp  as  a  razor,  may 
ealily  wound  the  womb ;  therefore  a  man- 
midwife  ought  to  aft  with  great  circumfpec- 
tion  in  fuch  a  cafe,  and  to  be  careful  in  the 
removing  of  thefe  bones,  for  fear  of  wounding 
the  bladder  or  great  gut.  For  which  purpofe, 
after  you  have  well  paired  your  nails,  you  mu  ft 
with  your  fingers  fe  pa  rate  and  take  out  the  bro¬ 
ken  bones,  fo  as  not  to  wound  the  vagina  or 
entrance,  or  the  bladder,  which  otherwife 
prove  the  caufe  of  dangerous  fymptoms.  Af¬ 
ter  you  have  cleared  the  paflage  of  all  the  mor- 
fels  of  bones,  you  mult  take  hold  with  one 
hand,  on  the  fkin  of  the  child’s  head,  whil'd: 

C  with 
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with  the  other  you  take  it  under  the  armpits, 
and  fo  draw  it  out ;  but  if  you  can  turn  the 
child  fo  as  to  lay  hold  of  the  feet,  it  is  much 
better,  that  being  the  fafeft  way  both  for  the 
mother  and  child. 

Thefe  beforementioned  fymptoms  frequently 
happen  to  women  at  the  firfb  time  of  their 
lying-in,  by  reafon  of  the  flraitnefs  of  thefe 
parts.  The  caufe  thereof  alfo  often  depends 
on  the  weaknefs  of  the  child,  which  not  being 
able  to  further  its  birth,  produces  a  tedious 
and  heavy  labour,  and  fometimes  convulfions 
in  the  mother.  After  fuch  a  labour  wherein 
the  privy  parts  of  the  woman  have  been  brui- 
fed  by  the  hook  or  otherwife,  you  muff  let 
the  woman  reft  at  leaft  for  twelve  hours  to 
recover  her  ftrengtb,  after  which  you  may 
bathe  or  foment  the  affeCted  parts,  with  a  de- 
coCtion  made  of  fair  water,  of  barley  and 
chervil,  a  handful  each.  If  you  find  any  figns 
of  putrefaction  (as  it  often  happens)  you  may 
without  fear  rub  the  corrupted  parts  very  well 
with  fea  water ;  and  in  cafe  that  proves  infuffi- 
cient,  you  mu  ft  boil  two  ounces  of  the  round  Ari- 
ftolochy-root  cut  in  dices  in  a  pint  of  white  wine, 
to  the  remnant  of  two  thirds,  and  add  to  it  a  lit¬ 
tle  fugar ;  with  this  decoCtion  you  mu  ft  bathe 
your  patient  eight  or  ten  times  in  twenty-four 
hours.  Women  after  luch  a  labour,  being  fome¬ 
times  afHiCted  with  a  loofenefs  and  a  fever, 
you  muft  apply  the  following  clyfter ;  worm¬ 
wood,  motherwort,  flowers  of  camomil  and 

melilot. 
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melilot,  the  feed  of  coriander,  of  each  a  hand¬ 
ful  boiled  in  water.  Or  elfe  you  may  make 
ufe  of  the  deco&ion  of  mallows,  althea,  vi¬ 
olet  leaves,  fenecion,  and  the  tops  of  white 
poppies,  without  honey.  You  mu  ft  conftantly 
ply  the  patient  with  fuch  like  clyfters,  which 
you  may  prepare  alfo  only  of  whey  without 
honey,  or  make  ufe  of  fine  wdieaten-flower 
boil’d  with  water  and  the  yolks  of  eggs,  or 
of  the  deception  of  a  fheep’s-head  with  the 
tops  of  white  poppies,  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  your  phyfician. 


\ 

% 
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CHAP.  III. 

What  Method  is  to  be  taken  in  Cafe  the  Child 
prefents  its  Face  in  Labour. 

WHenever  the  child  comes  with  the  face 
foremoft,  you  may  look  upon  it  as  not 
much  receeding  from  a  natural  birth,  which 
however  mud:  be  managed  with  a  great  deal  of 
tendernefs  and  circumfpebtion,  by  reafon  of 
its  dangerous  confequences :  for,  if  the  man- 
midwife  or  midwife  goes  about  to  promote  the 
birth  by  the  help  of  their  fingers,  it  often 
happens  that  they  fpoil  one,  if  not  both  the 
eyes  of  the  child.  To  avoid  this,  you  muft 
with  your  fingers,  very  gently  difcover  what 
part  of  the  face  offers  itfelf  fir  ft  to  your  touch, 
whether  the  mouth,  the  nofe,  the  eyes,  the 
forehead  or  chin  ;  but  take  this  for  a  general 
rule,  that,  if  you  find  the  face  foremoft,  to 
have  patience,  and  not  to  be  too  bufy  with  your 
fingers,  unlefs  it  be  to  anoint  the  pafiage  with 
frefh  butter,  to  render  it  the  more  flippery, 
and  confequently  the  more  eafy  for  the  child. 
For  in  this  cafe  the  fingers  do  more  harm  than 
good,  both  to  the  mother  and  child,  and  prove 
more  troublefome  than  the  labour  itfelf,  which 
differs  but  very  little  from  a  natural  tra- 
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vail,  except  that  the  face  of  the  child  com¬ 
monly  appears  black,  which  is  eafily  removed 
by  applying  a  mixture  of  red  wine,  oil  of 
fweet  almonds,  and  hypericon  ;  in  this  you 
may  dip  a  thin  cloth,  and  lay  it  to  the  face ; 
but  have  a  care  not  to  touch  the  eyes,  for  tear 
of  making  them  itch.  This  delivery  is  very 
troublefome  to  the  woman,  becaufe  the  privy 
parts  are  more  extended  in  this  than  in  any 
other  birth.  As  for  the  after-burthen,  the 
fame  mull  be  brought  forth  by  the  fame  method 
as  has  been  defcribed  before,  only  take  care 
not  to  pull  with  too  much  violence  by  the  na¬ 
vel-firing,  for  fear  the  fame  fhould  break  off 
clofe  to  the  after-burthen,  and  fo  prove  of 
dangerous  confequence.  I  knew  a  certain 
taylor’s  wife,  who  had  the  bottom  of  the 
womb  pulled  quite  to  the  orifice  by  an  un- 
fkilful  midwife,  who  looking  upon  the  after¬ 
burthen,  and  finding  part  of  the  membranes 
wanting,  put  her  hand  again  into  the  orifice 
of  the  womb,  where  finding  the  bottom  of  the 
womb  inverted,  and  miftaking  the  fame  for  a 
mole  or  fuperfetation,  continued  pulling  with 
all  her  flrength,  till  finding  the  woman,  ready 
to  fwoon  by  the  excefiive  flooding,  fhe  fends 
for  me  ;  I  being  immediately  convinced  how 
the  matter  flood,  reduced  the  womb  to  its 
natural  pofition,  and  the  woman  recovered 
from  her  fwooning  fits ;  but  being  afterwards 
feized  with  an  inflammation  of  thofe  parts,  died 
not  many  days  after ;  I  believe  fhe  might  have 
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been  laved  had  the  womb  been  reflored  im¬ 
mediately. 

Wherefore  in  cafe  it  happens  that  fome  part 
of  the  membranes  belonging  to  the  after-bur- 
then  remain  behind,  the  midwife  need  not  be 
very  anxious  upon  that  fcore,  provided  the 
fiooding  continues,  and  is  not  ftopt  by  clods  of 
blood,  or  the  remaining  pieces  of  the  mem¬ 
branes  :  in  fuch  a  cafe  you  muff,  as  gently  as 
poffibly  you  can,  fearch  for  them  at  the  bottom, 
of  the  womb,  and  if  you  find  them  beyond 
your  reach,  apply  the  following  clyfter  : 

Mallows,  marfh-mallows,  pellitory  of  the 
wall,  linfeed,  a  handful  of  each,  boil  them 
in  fair  water  ;  you  may  alfo  add  a  handful  of 
wild  cucumbers ;  add  to  the  deception  three 
ounces  of  honey,  the  fame  quantity  of  oil  of 
olives,  of  the  double  catholicon  and  rhubarb 
an  ounce  of  each.  You  may  alfo,  with  the 
advice  of  her  phyfician  or  man- mid  wife,  put 
fome  juice  of  oranges  in  her  broths. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


What  Method  is  to  be  taken  when  the  Feet  of 
the  Child ,  or  when  the  Buttocks  come  fore - 
mofl, 

F  the  feet  of  the  child  come  foremoft, 
you  muft  take  care  to  baptize  them  im¬ 
mediately,  which  done  fearch  the  inward  ori¬ 
fice  of  the  womb,  which  if  you  find  thick  and 
not  open  as  yet,  you  muft  not  be  too  hafty, 
nor  hazard  any  violent  delivery  of  the  child, 
but  ftay  till  the  womb  is  fufficiently  opened 
to  afford  a  paffage  for  the  birth.  I  will  not 
enlarge  further  upon  this  head  at  prefent, 
becaufe  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fay  more  of 
it -in  the  following  observations,  as  likewife 

of  the  other,  when  the  buttocks  of  the  child 

*  * 

come  foremoft ;  which,  befides  the  natural 
fhape  of  thofe  parts,  difcovers  itfelf  after  the 
breaking  of  the  membranes,  and  the  voiding 
of  the  water,  by  a  certain  black  excrement 
(call’d  by  the  vulgar  fort,  pitch,  and  by  the 
Greeks,  Meconium )  being  in  effedt  nothing  elfe 
than  the  natural  grofs  excrement  of  the  guts. 
In  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  you  muft  not  be  im¬ 
patient,  for  though  the  labour  proceeds  very 
flow,  yet  it  is  not  much  more  difficult  than  a 
natural  birth  :  whence  it  is  that  our  midwives 
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fay  by  way  of  proverb,  'That  where  the  buttocks 
can  pafs,  the  head  will  follow  of  courfe.  The 
pofition  of  the  child  in  this  cafe  is  doubled, 
with  his  thighs  upon  the  belly,  and  the  paf- 
fage  being  once  opened  for  the  buttocks  by  the 
reiterated  pains,  the  head  follows  without 
much  trouble.  You  muft  take  hold  of  the 
feet  (as  foon  as  they  come  out)  and  afterwards 
of  the  fhoulders  and  head. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

What  is  to  be  done  if  the  Hand  or  Arm 

comes  jirji. 

IF  the  hand  comes  firft,  you  mud:  endea¬ 
vour  to  puffi  it  back  again  ;  but  in  cafe 
you  find  the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb  nei¬ 
ther  fufficiently  opened,  nor  foft  enough,  you 
mu  ft  keep  the  hand  of  the  child  fo  long  in 
the  neck  of  the  womb,  till  you  find  the  open¬ 
ing  wide  enough  to  afford  a  paffage  for  the 
hand  of  the  man-midwife  or  midwife,  in  order 
to  turn  the  child.  In  cafe  the  arm  of  the  child 
comes  forth  beyond  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
you  mu  ft  wrap  the  fame  up  immediately  in  a 
warm  cloth  dipped  in  warm  red  wine,  (after 
you  have  baptized  it)  and  then  endeavour  to 
reduce  it  within  the  neck  of  the  womb. 

But  if  you  find  no  poffibility  of  bringing 
it  back,  and  yet  the  womb  fufficiently  open, 
you  mu  ft  endeavour  to  get  your  hand  along 
the  arm  of  the  child,  and  its  body  to  the 
thighs,  and  fo  to  the  feet,  in  order  to  draw 
them  out  of  the  womb,  which,  if  you  are  able 
to  effedt,  is  the  moft  fecure  way  ;  but  if  not, 
you  muft  bring  out  the  foot  and  leg  you 
have  taken  hold  of  firft,  which  as  it  comes  for¬ 
ward,  the  arm  draws  backwards,  the  other 
foot  lying  clofe  to  the  child’s  belly,  after  the 
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fame  manner,  as  when  the  child  is  born  with 
the  buttocks  foremoft. 

So  foon  as  one  or  both  the  feet  are  come 
forth,  you  muft  wrap  them  in  a  cloth,  for  your 
hands  being  greafy  they  might  flip  into  the 
womb  again  :  afterwards  you  muft  take  care 
firft  of  the  fhoulders,  and  then  of  the  head, 
and  if  you  find  the  laft  to  flick,  you  muft  con¬ 
vey  your  fingers  into  the  child’s  mouth,  and 
endeavour  to  draw  it  out  thus  gently,  laying 
your  other  hand  in  its  neck,  yet  fo  as  to  be 
very  careful  not  to  choak  the  child,  or  pull 
the  trunk  of  the  body  from  the  head  ;  which 
laft  if  it  fhould  happen  (as  it  will  fometimes) 
you  muft  inceflantly  bring  your  hand  forward 
to  the  bottom  of  the  womb  (without  pulling 
it  out  before)  for  in  cafe  the  orifice  of  the 
womb  fhould  clofe,  you  would  And  it  a  hard 
talk  to  bring  your  hand  into  it.  But  after 
you  have  brought  it  in,  you  muft  fix  a  hook 
into  the  head,  and  fo  endeavour  to  draw  it  out 
as  gently  as  poflibly  you  can. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Method  is  to  be  followed,  in  cafe  divers 
Farts  of  the  Child  come  forth  at  once. 

IF  the  navel- firing  comes  fir  ft,  you  muft  en¬ 
deavour  to  keep  it  inward,  after  you  have 
fomented  the  fame  with  a  warm  cloth  dipped 
in  warm  wine.  The  danger  in  this  cafe  is, 
that  unlefs  the  child  is  born  foon  after,  it  is 
choaked  by  the  firing  in  its  pafifage.  But  in 
cafe  the  child  comes  with  the  belly  foremoft,  and 
the  navel-ftring  appears,  you  muft  take  the  firft 
opportunity  of  turning  the  child,  as  is  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes  where  the  child  does  not  come 
forth  according  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  nature. 
If  the  fhoulder  comes  foremoft,  you  muft  pro¬ 
ceed  according  to  the  inftrudtions  I  have  given 
you  in  the  following  obfervations.  If  one  foot 
and  the  head  fhould  come  at  once,  you  muft 
proceecUwith  great  circumfpedlion ;  for  if  the 
head  opens  the  paflage  and  advances  moft,  you 
muft  keep  back  the  foot,  and  promote  the 
coming  forth  of  the  head  as  the  pains  encreafe. 
But  for  the  further  particulars  hereof,  I  will  re¬ 
fer  myfelf  to  the  enfuing  obfervations. 


Obser- 
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Observation  I. 


The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Buttocks 

foremojl. 

\  ■ 

OCTOBER  the  7th,  1664,  I  deliver¬ 
ed  a  gentlewoman  in  Crofs-ftreet  near 
St.  James’s  church.  I  found  her  exceffive 
weak,  the  membranes  broken,  the  water 
gone,  and  the  pains  decreafing.  Having  greaf- 
ed  my  fingers  with  frefh  butter,  I  fearched  the 
womb,  by  bringing  my  fingers  along  the  neck 
of  it,  and  finding  the  child  coming  with  the 
buttocks  foremoft,  I  anointed  my  hand  all 
over,  and  laying  the  woman  crofs  the  bed, 
ordered  a  woman  on  each  fide  to  take  hold  of 
her  knees  and  legs,  and  a  third  to  hold  her 
fhoulders  and  head  :  this  being  the  moll  con- 
venient  pofture  to  deliver  a  woman  in  hard 
labour.  This  done  I  brought  my  hand  into 
the  womb,  where  meeting  with  the  child’s 
buttocks,  I  guided  my  hand  along  the  anus, 
and  fo  along  the  thighs  to  the  foot  ;  I 
took  hold  of  it  and  brought  it  out,  my  hands 
being  befmeared  with  the  black  excrements  I 
mentioned  before ;  I  pulled  out  the  feet  with 
the  help  of  fome  warm  cl  oaths  wrapt  about 

them. 
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them,  for  fear  they  fhould  flip  out  of  my  hands. 
Having  drawn  it  out  to  the  fhoulders,  with  lin¬ 
gular  care  to  lave  the  arms  from  being  hurt, 
I  put  my  left  hand  on  the  neck,  and  the  right 
upon  the  bread:,  but  the  child  flopping  at  the 
os  facrum,  I  was  forced  to  put  my  fingers  in 
its  mouth  ;  which  fucceeded  according  to  ex¬ 
pectation,  for  the  child  was  born  alive,  and 
the  mother  did  very  well. 


Observation  II. 

\ the  Delivery  cf  a  Woman  afflicted  with  an  ex~ 

; ,  cejjive  floodwg. 

O;  C  T  O  B  E  R  9th,  1 664,  I  was  fent  for 
I  to  a  gentlewoman  who  reckoned  to  have 
been  big  with  child  near  eight  months ;  I  found 
her  exceflive  weak,  fo  as  to  be  fcarce  able  to 
fpeak,  and  much  dejeCted,  having  been  afflict¬ 
ed  with  a  continued  violent  flux  of  blood  for 
eight  days.  I  afked  the  midwife  what  remedies 
fhe  had  made  ufe  of,  who  told  me  that  fire  pro- 
pofed  feveral  things,  but  thus  were  not  accept¬ 
ed  of  by  the  patient,  who  being  now  in  im¬ 
minent  danger  of  perilhing  by  her  own  obfii- 
nancy,  fent  for  a  prieft,  who  having  given  her 
the  eucharift,  and  extreme  unCtion,  I  told  her 
fpoufe,  that  the  only  way  to  fave  her  life,  was 

to 
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to  deliver  her  immediately,  though  after  all  I 
would  not  engage  for  her  life,  yet  alluring  him 
that  I  had  faved  divers  women  in  the  fame 
condition  in  the  hofpital  of  Paris :  he  begged 
of  me  to  try  my  utmoft  fkill,  which  I  being 
unwilling  to  comply  with,  without  the  advice 
of  a  phylician,  they  fent  a  coach  for  Dr.  Bray- 
er,  but  it  being  late  at  night,  he  refufed  to 
come,  yet  fent  me  an  anfwer  to  the  letter  I 
had  writ  to  him,  leaving  the  whole  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  matter  to  my  difcretion,  of  which 
he  hoped  to  fee  the  iffue  the  next  day. 

At  the  encouragement  of  the  phylician,  hav¬ 
ing  anointed  my  fingers  and  hand  with  frelh 
butter,  I  put  it  into  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
whence  I  brought  forth  many  clods  of  coagula¬ 
ted  blood,  and  coming  to  the  inward  orifice, 
I  found  the  fame  opened  to  the  bignefs  of  a 
F rench  crown  piece,  and  of  the  thicknefs  only 
of  a  twelfth  part  of  an  inch.  Thus  entering 
further  with  my  fingers,  I  perceived  a  fpongi- 
ous  fubftance,  which  at  firlt  I  miftook  for  clods 
of  blood,  but  foon  found  it  to  be  the  placenta 
uterina,  which  having  feparated  gently  from 
the  womb,  I  broke  the  membranes  which 
were  full  of  water :  after  I  had  once  taken, 
hold  of  the  child’s  feet,  I  delivered  the  wo¬ 
man,  but  the  child  was  dead.  We  ordered 
the  child-bed-woman  ftrengthening  medi¬ 
cines,  which  were  approved  the  next  morning 
by  Dr.  Brayer,  who  prefcribed  alfo  a  nourilhing 
diet  and  emollient  clyfters,  by  the  help  where¬ 
of 


[  3*  ] 

of  the  woman  was  reftored  to  her  former 
health,  except  that  for  a  confiderable  time  af¬ 
ter  the  was  affli&ed  with  violent  pains  in  the 
head  ;  it  being  rarely  feen  that  women  efcape 
thefe  pains  after  fuch  a  delivery,  which,  with¬ 
out  the  Angular  application  of  Dr.  Brayer,  would 
have  proved  of  much  worfe  confequence. 


Observation  III. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Eighth  Month ,  who  died  afterwards  of 
the  Small  Pox. 

V 

THE  i  6th  of  O  dober,  1664, 1  was  fent 
for  to  a  gentlewoman,  who  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  eighth  month  of  her  being  with 
child,  being  feized  with  a  mod  violent  pain 
in  her  hips,  I  fearched  her,  but  found  no  fymp- 
toms  of  an  approaching  labour :  I  apply’d  her 
a  clyfter,  and  by  the  advice  of  her  phyfician, 
die  was  let  blood,  but  without  any  effeS. 
The  next  day  phlebotomy  was  adminidred 
again,  which  produced  fo  good  an  effedt,  that 
the  pains  increafing,  the  was  happily  deliver¬ 
ed  of  a  fon,  who  was  baptized  in  the  church 
of  St.  Nicholas :  but  on  the  fourth  day  after 
her  delivery,  the  pain  returned,  and  on  a  fad- 
den  the  fmall  pox  appeared,  and  increafed  fo 

pro- 
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prodigiouily,  that  her  head  fwelled  to  a  vaft 
bignefs,  and  in  a  few  days  put  an  end  to  her 
life.  I  thought  fit  to  infert  this  obfervation, 
to  ferve  as  a  warning  to  women  in  child- bed, 
to  beware  of  the  fmall  pox  as  of  the  plague  it- 
felf. 


Observation  IV. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  one  Arm  fore - 

mofl. 

^T^HE  2d  of  November  1664,  being  fent 
|  for  to  a  gentlewoman  in  the  new  ftreet 
of  St.  Mederick,  I  found  the  arm  of  the  child 
without  the  womb  :  having  anointed  my  hand 
with  frelh  butter,  and  baptized  the  arm,  I 
endeavoured  to  reduce  it  into  the  womb,  but 
in  vain,  for  being  much  fwelled  within  the 
neck  of  the  womb,  I  could  not  purfue  my 
defign  for  fear  of  breaking  it.  I  therefore 
put  my  hand  along  the  arm  of  the  child  in¬ 
to  the  womb,  but  not  without  great  difficul¬ 
ty  and  pain  to  myfelf  and  the  woman,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  fwelling  of  the  arm.  This  occa- 
fioned  a  fudden  accident,  for  while  I  was 
fearching  for  the  feet,  and  endeavouring  to 
turn  the  child,  my  hand  was  feized  with  fucli 
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a  benumbednefs,  that  I  had  not  the  leaf!  mo¬ 
tion  left  in  my  fingers  ;  which  being  occafion- 
ed  by  the  ftraitnefs  of  the  innermoft  orifice  of 
the  womb,  I  was  forced  to  have  a  little  pa¬ 
tience,  till  the  orifice  being  fomewhat  dilated, 
and  a  free  pafiage  afforded  to  the  fpirits  (as 
we  fee  in  the  loofening  of  a  band  about  our 
arm)  the  natural  motion  returned  by  degrees ; 
fo  moving  forward  gently,  I  took  hold  of  the 
feet,  and  as  thefe  were  drawn  forward,  the 
arm  and  hand  naturally  was  drawn  inward 
again  ;  I  obferved  the  child’s  heels  turned  to¬ 
wards  the  great  gut,  and  the  toes  to  the  blad¬ 
der,  which  made  me  turn  it,  for  fear  it  fhould 
in  its  pafiage  flick  at  the  cs  facrutn,  and  choak 
the  child  j  tho’  at  the  fame  time  I  am  fenfible, 
it  is  not  always  in  the  power  of  a  man-mid¬ 
wife  to  turn  the  child. 

This  being  of  an  extraordinary  bignefs,  did 
flick  in  the  pafiage  at  the  fhoulders,  but  I  loof- 
ned  the  fame  by  bringing  my  fingers  along 
both  arms  above  the  fhoulders  ;  which  done, 

I  put  my  left  hand  to  the  bread  to  uphold  it, 
and  my  right  to  the  neck  to  bring  it  out  with 
the  more  flrength.  The  child  proved  fo 
bulky,  that  the  midwife  was  forced  to  ailift 
me  in  holding  it  up,  and  I  drew  it  forward  in 
a  ftrait  line  with  all  the  fkill  and  flrength 
I  was  m after  of,  but  without  fuccefs,  which 
obliged  me  to  put  two  of  my  fingers  of  the 
left  hand  into  the  child’s  mouth,  and  to  take 
hold  of  the  under  jaw-bones,  before  I  could 
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accomplifh  the  delivery  of  the  child,  which 
proved  a  lutty  daughter. 

Finding  the  after-burthen  to  remain  clofe 
to  the  womb,  I  brought  my  right  hand  along 
the  navel-ttring  (fattened  round  the  fingers  of 
my  left)  to  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  and  fe- 
parating  the  fame  from  the  womb,  fhe  fol¬ 
lowed  without  any  difficulty;  fhe  had  but 
little  flooding  at  firtt,  but  by  the  help  of  two 
ounces  of  the  beft  fallad  oil,  mixed  with  a 
little  fugar,  and  the  ufe  of  fome  good  broth,  it 
fucceeded  much  better  afterwards.  We  alfo 
order’d  her  every  morning  and  evening  a  cly- 
tter  of  mallows,  althea,  violet-leaves,  pellito- 
ry  of  the  wall,  linfeed,  and  three  ounces  of 
honey,  fomedmes  with  and  fometimes  without 
the  honey,  by  turns. 


Observation  V. 

‘The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Elbow  fore- 

moft. 

THE  i 6th  of  November  1664,  I  was 
called  to  a  woman  in  the  Helmet-ftreet ; 
I  found  the  elbow  without  the  exterior  or 
outward  orifice  of  the  womb  ;  but  ‘for  fear  of 
miftaking  one  of  the  knees  for  the  elbow,  I 
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brought  my  hand  within  the  inward  orifice, 
when  difcovering  the  remaining  part  of  the 
arm,  I  reduced  it  backwards  gently,  and  the 
water  being  not  quite  difcharged  out  of  the 
membranes,  the  moiftnefs  of  the  parts  hood 
me  in  good  head,  in  turning  of  the  child. 
This  done  I  took  hold  of  the  feet,  and  hav¬ 
ing  brought  them  to  the  outward  orifice, 
I  baptized  them,  and  wrapping  them  in 
warm  linnen  cloths,  pull’d  the  child  (which 
was  very  lufty  and  lively)  towards  me  in  a 
dired  line,  to  the  Shoulders,  taking  care  to 
bring  out  alio  the  arms,  which  did  not 
follow  immediately.  This  done,  I  put  my 
left  hand  to  its  neck,  and  my  right  to  the 
bread,  and  thus  making  ufe  of  one  or  the 
other  as  occafion  required,  the  head  followed 
without  opposition,  the  paflages  being  Suffici¬ 
ently  opened  before. 

But  coming  to  the  after- burthen,  I  found 
the  fame  faftned  to  the  womb,  fo  that  I  was 
forced  to  feparate  the  fame  by  bringing  my 
right  hand  along  the  navel-ftring  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  womb,  whilft  I  held  the  firing 
with  my  left.  In  cafe  the  after- burthen  is 
not  fo  clofely  fixt  to  the  womb,  you  may 
fpare  this  trouble  to  the  woman,  for  it  will 
follow  by  only  pulling  the  navel-ftring  gently 
and  by  degrees ;  I  fay  gently,  for  fear  of  inver¬ 
ting  the  womb,  and  drawing  it  along  with  the 
firing :  of  which  more  hereafter  in  the  76th 
obfervation. 
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After  the  woman  was  delivered,  I  ordered 
her  to  be  well  rubbed  and  covered  with  hot 
cloths ;  becaufe  (Ire  had  been  fenfible  of  an  ex- 
ceffive  cold  from  the  beginning  of  her  labour, 
a  thing  very  ufual,  and  the  common  fore-runner 
of  the  approaching  travail.  I  alfo  ordered  a 
warm  cloth  to  be  put  into  her  privities,  to  keep 
out  the  cold  air,  which  otherwife  often  (lops  the 
neceffary  flooding  or  after-purgations,  bloats 
the  womb,  and  caufes  other  troublefome  fymp- 
toms :  but  care  mu  ft  be  taken  not  to  (lop  up 
the  orifice  of  the  womb,  which  would  hin¬ 
der  the  flooding,  and  confequently  occafion 
fwooning  fits  in  the  woman,  by  the  vapours 
of  the  putrify’d  blood  :  however  our  woman 
was  very  fuccefsful  in  her  purgations. 


Observation  VI. 


<The  Delivery  of  a  Child ,  the  Head  whereof 
fuck  in  the  Womb  after  the  coming  forth  oj 
the  whole  Body. 

THE  20th  of  July  1665,  I  was  fent  for  to 
a  woman  in  White-Bread- ftreet.  I  found 
the  whole  body  of  the  child  come  forth  to  the 
neck,  which  was  fo  clofely  fixt  within  the  in¬ 
ward  orifice  of  the  womb,  that  the  child  was 
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choak’d,  and  quite  dead  when  I  came.  The 
midwife  had  done  her  duty  to  accomplifh  the 
delivery,  which  had  a  promiling  afpedt  at  firft, 
but  finding  her  firength  infufficient,  this,  to¬ 
gether  with  her  being  upbraided  by  the  (binders 
by,  had  put  her  into  fuch  a  confirmation,  that 
fhe  fcarce  knew  what  the  did ;  the  woman’s 
hulband  threatning  to  kill  her.  I  told  them 
that  thefe  were  wrong  methods  to  be  ufed 
with  a  man-widwife  or  midwife  whilft  thev 
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were  employed  in  fuch  dangerous  cafes. 
The  child  being  turn’d  quite  black,  I  dipt  the 
fingers  of  my  left  hand  along  the  neck  of  the 
womb,  and  finding  the  innermolt  orifice 
(where  the  child  ftuck)  fettled  very  low,  I  with 
much  ado  got  my  fingers  within  it,  which 
done  I  widened  the  orifice  by  degrees,  at  the 
fame  time  upholding  the  bread:  of  the  child 
with  the  lame  hand.  The  face  of  the  child 
being  towards  the  guts,  I  put  my  right  hand 
to  the  neck,  drawing  gently  in  a  (trait  line, 
for  fear  of  pulling  the  womb  out  together 
with  the  head  of  the  child. 

I  alfo  ordered  the  midwife  and  the  nurfe 
to  lift  up  the  woman,  by  the  help  of  a 
doubled  table-cloth  put  under  her  buttocks ; 
in  this  pollute  I  advanced  in  my  work  (which 
I  could  not  do  before)  and  fafining  my  fin¬ 
gers  in  the  ear  and  mouth,  I  accornplilhed  the 
delivery,,  being  very  well  fatisfied  before¬ 
hand,  that  there  v/ere  not  the  lead  figns  of 
life  in  the  child.  This  way  is  very  ufeful, 
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and  the  moll  commodious  in  all  hard  la¬ 
bours. 

Whilft  I  was  getting  out  the  after-burthen, 
I  found  fome  part  of  it  remaining  behind  clofe 
to  the  womb,  which  I  was  forced  to  loofen 
with  my  hand  Aiding  gently  along  the  na- 
vel-ftring,  and  to  bring  it  out ;  for  in  cafe 
any  coniiderable  part  thereof  fhould  Aay  be¬ 
hind,  it  would  caufe  dangerous  fy mptoms  to 
the  woman,  which  you  may  prevent,  by  bring¬ 
ing  forth  the  fame  with  the  help  of  your  hand, 
which  may  be  brought  into  the  womb  gent- 
\y  (  even  if  it  fhould  clofe  up  after  the  birth) 
provided  you  proceed  gradually :  for  your 
hand  being  lefs  than  the  child,  the  parts  flip— 
pery,  and  for  the  moil  part  benumbed,  you 
may  perform  this  tafk  without  much  difficul¬ 
ty  and  pain.  But  have  a  care  your  nails  be 
very  well  pair’d,  and  that  the  woman  does 
not  drain  or  prefs  downwards,  which  may 
occafion  a  bearing  down  of  the  womb,  or  at 
lead  a  relaxation. 


Obser- 
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Observation  VII. 


The  Delivery  of  a  Child  offering  itfelf  with 
the  upper  Part  of  the  Shoulder  foremofl. 

THE  4th  of  Augufl  1665,  being  called 
to  a  woman  in  labour  in  the  Dolphin- 
fixeet,  the  midwife  told  me,  I  was  likely  to 
meet  with  a  difficult  talk,  which  proved  true 
in  the  event.  The  woman  complained  of  ex~ 
ceffive  pains;  and  the  water  contained  in 
the  membranes,  was  voided  before.  The 
poor  woman  declared,  that  the  had  never  felt 
iuch  pains  in  all  her  life.  At  which  I  was  not 
much  furprized,  confidering  it  was  her  farft 
child,  the  delivery  of  which  proves  generally 
more  difficult  than  in  other  women,  whole 
parts  are  already  extended  by  preceding 
births. 

However  I  brought  in  my  finger  along  the 
neck  of  the  womb,  which,  together  with  the 
inward  orifice,  I  found  quite  flopp’d  up  with 
the  ffioulder  of  the  child  ;  but  for  fear  of  a 
miflake,  I  let  my  fingers  go  deeper  within  the 
orifice  (after  I  had  fufficiently  greafed  them 
with  oil  of  fweet  almonds)  where  I  could 
plainly  diflinguiffi  the  neck,  the  collar-bone, 
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the  fhoulder-blade,  and  the  arm  of  the  child. 
Finding  it  in  this  pofture,  I  reprefented  the 
danger  both  of  the  child  and  the  woman  to 
her  friends,  who  defired  me  to  do  my  utmoft, 
and  what  I  judged  moft  convenient  in  reliev¬ 
ing  the  woman  (which  was  always  to  be  firft 
regarded)  with  as  much  fpeed  as  poffibly 
could  be. 

I  went  then  to  work,  and  bringing  my 
hand  as  gently  as  could  be  done  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  womb,  I  found  the  child  funk  very 
deep,  which  made  me  endeavour  to  raife  it, 
firft  by  difentangling  the  arm  and  head, 
which  ftuck  in  the  paflage  together  with  the 
fhoulder  ;  but  finding  this  impracticable  for 
fear  of  hurting  the  mother,  I  made  fhift  to 
bring  out  the  arm,  which  I  baptized :  then 
guiding  my  hand  along  the  arm  of  the  child 
into  the  womb,  and  fo  farther  along  its  body, 
thighs  and  legs,  in  fearch  of  the  feet,  I  at 
laft  got  hold  of  them  ;  and  as  I  drew  them  to¬ 
wards  me,  the  arms  receded  back  by  degrees 
into  the  place  where  the  feet  had  been  before ; 
but  all  this  being  not  to  be  done  without  fome 
violence,  the  child  was  in  imminent  danger  of 
its  life  :  nothing  being  more  frequent  than  to 
fee  the  poor  babes  periih  during  the  hardfhips 
of  labour. 

But  to  return  to  ours.  Having  taken  all  pof- 
fible  care  to  turn  its  toes  towards  the  guts, 
and  the  heels  towards  the  bladder,  I  pull’d  it 
out  to  the  ancles,  and  part  of  the  reft  of  the 
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body  foon  after  :  then  advancing  with  my 
hand  to  the  fhoulders,  and  having  brought  out 
the  arms,  I  put  my  left  hand  to  its  breaft, 
and  the  right  to  its  neck,  which  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  the  child  came  into  the  world  with¬ 
out  being  mangled  in  the  lead.  The  after¬ 
burthen  following  immediately :  I  rubbed  the 
child  all  over  with  cloths  dipped  in  warm 
wine,  mixt  with  fome  frefli  butter,  to  refrefli 
its  fpirits  and  natural  heat ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  I  alfo  put  fome  bruifed  onions  to  its  no- 
Ifrils,  and  fpouted  a  little  wine  into  the  mouth, 
noftrils,  eyes,  and  ears,  with  fo  good  fuccefs, 
that  the  child  was  entirely  revived  for  that 
time,  but  died  not  long  after,  being  quite 
fpent  during  the  labour  ;  the  more,  becaufe 
I  took  all  the  care  I  could  not  to  hurt  the 
mother. 

The  woman  I  ordered  two  ounces  of  fyrup 
of  maiden-hair,  mixed  with  the  juice  of  three 
four  oranges,  and  an  ounce  of  oil  of  fweet 
almonds,  to  promote  the  flooding;  and  two 
hours  after  fhe  took  a  cup  of  broth.  The 
next  day  we  applied  a  clyfter  of  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  the  leaves  of  mallows,  althea,  of  vio¬ 
lets,  and  pellitory  of  the  wall,  a  handful 
each,  mixed  with  three  ounces  of  honey  ; 
which  being  repeated  the  following  days,  fhe 
began  to  mend  apace ;  but  being  troubled  with 
the  milk- fever  (owing  its  origin  to  the  great 
quantity  of  milk  flowing  to  the  breads),  we 
checked  the  fame  by  applying  quilts  of  cotton 
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upon  the  breads,  which  need  not  be  changed 
very  often,  for  fear  of  catching  cold,  which 
produces  a  coagulation  of  the  milk,  inflam¬ 
mations,  and  exulcerations  in  the  breads, 
which  are  generally  prevented  by  keeping 
them  well  covered.  After  the  fecond  day, 
we  fomented  the  privy- parts  with  a  decodlion 
of  barley  and  chervil,  which  was  reiterated 
every  fixth  hour ;  and  every  third  hour  fhe 
took  a  little  chicken-broth,  with  fome  veal 
and  a  little  mutton  boiled  in  it.  On  the 
feventh  day  we  allowed  her  fome  toafled  bread 
in  her  broth,  by  which  means  fhe  recovered 
beyond  expe&ation,  confidering  her  late  hard- 
fhips ;  it  being  certain,  that  fuch  deliveries  as 
thefe  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  in  a  manner 
miraculous,  and  wrought  by  the  hands  of 
Providence. 
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Observation  VIII. 

The  Delivery  of  Twins,  one  having  its  right  Thigh 
crofs  the  left ,  and  the  other  its  Feet  frait. 

THE  19th  of  Auguft,  being  fent  for  to  a 
gentlewoman  in  labour,  I  found  the 
midwife,  who  was  very  old,  quite  amazed  at 
the  bulk  of  the  woman’s  belly,  which  was 
very  exceffive.  I  fearched  her,  and  finding  the 
water  already  gone,  began  to  fufpedt  there 
were  no  lefs  than  two  children.  The  firft 
thing  that  prefented  itfelf,  was  an  arm  of  a 
child,  which  I  endeavouring  to  thruft  back¬ 
ward,  but  in  vain,  I  guided  my  hand  gently 
along  the  arm  and  the  child’s  body  to  the 
feet,  one  of  which  I  took  hold  of,  and  drawT- 
ing  it  out  of  the  womb,  the  child  turned,  and 
the  arm  receded  backwards  as  the  leg  came 
forth  to  the  knee.  Then  I  found  the  rirdit 
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foot  to  lay  crofs  the  middle  of  the  outfide  of 
the  left  thigh,  in  the  inward  orifice  of  the 
womb.  This  made  me  flop,  for  fear  of 
breaking  the  bone  of  that  leg,  if  I  had  been 
too  hafty  ■;  fo  guiding  my  hand  as  gently  as 
could  be  along  the  leg  (come  out  before) 
and  thigh,  I  removed  the  foot  that  lay  acrofs 
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thence,  and  fo  out  of  the  womb,  till  I  could 
pull  it  out  by  both  the  feet  together,  a  thing 
conftantly  to  be  obferved  in  our  practice.  For 
the  reft,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  generally 
fpeaking,  you  need  not  be  very  follicitous  to 
fearch  for  the  other  leg,  after  the  coming  out 
of  the  firft.  For  1  have  frequently  obferved  in 
the  many  deliveries  made  in  our  hofpital  of 
Paris,  1660,  1663,  by  Mrs.  Moreau  and  Mrs, 
France,  both  very  experienced  midwives,  that 
whenever  one  of  the  child’s  legs  is  come  out, 
they  never  fearch  after  the  other,  (unlefs  in  fuch 
cafes  as  this)  it  being  certain,  that  the  woman 
is  thus  delivered  with  much  lefs  pain,  than 
when  you  put  your  hand  fo  often  within  the 
womb,  and  the  child  is  alfo  not  put  to  fo  much 
hardfhip  :  whereof  more  anon,  when  we  fhail 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  child's  coming 
‘with  its  fundament  fore mojl. 

Both  the  legs  of  the  child  being  come  out, 
I  wrapt  them  in  foit  cloths,  and  fo  drew  out 
the  whole  body,  which  followed  without  much 
difficulty,  except  that  it  did  flick  a  little  at 
the  head  ;  but  laying  one  of  my  hands  upon 
the  breaft,  and  the  other  upon  the  neck,  it 
fucceeded  very  well,  and  proved  a  lufty  boy. 
As  I  was  bufy  in  fetching  out  the  after-bur¬ 
then,  the  continuation  of  the  pains  in  the  wo¬ 
man,  and  the  extension  of  the  membranes 
prefted  downwards  by  the  water,  ffion  con¬ 
vinced  me,  there  was  another  child  at  hand. 
This  made  me  tie  immediately  two  knots  on 
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the  navel-firing  of  the  firft  born  babe,  which 
I  cut  thro’  betwixt  the  two  knots,  without 
which  the  mother  as  well  as  the  child  would 
have  been  much  impaired  by  the  lofs  of  blood. 
The  knots  are  made  by  the  means  of  a  four 
doubled  twilled  yarn,  having  a  knot  on  each 
end  :  this  thread  you  mull  wind  twice  round 
the  navel-firing,  and  then  tie  very  clofe  with 
a  knot,  fo  as  to  flop  the  paffage  of  the  blood, 
for  in  cafe  it  fhould  loofen,  it  may  endanger 
the  life  of  the  child. 

If  you  find  more  than  one  child,  you  mufl 
infallibly  take  care  to  tie  thefe  knots  in  two 
places  in  the  navel-firing,  viz.  one  above  two 
inches  breadth  above  the  navel  of  the  child, 
and  the  other  two  inches  farther  towards 
that  part  of  the  navel-firing  which  is  fa  fi¬ 
ned  to  the  after-burthen,  cutting  afterwards 
the  fame  betwixt  both  thefe  knots,  to  flop 
the  effufion  of  blood,  and  this  mufl  be  done 
before  you  fetch  out  the  after-burthen.  Both 
thefe  knots  are  intended  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
the  firft  to  prevent  the  lofs  of  blood  in  the 
child,  which  would  occafion  its  death,  where¬ 
of  there  are  feveral  inflances.  The  fecond  an- 
fwers  the  fame  end  in  flopping  the  blood 
from  flowing  out  of  the  other  part,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  mother  ;  befides  that,  in  cafe 
of  twins,  the  laft  child  would  be  very  much 
weakened  or  perhaps  perifh  by  the  lofs  of 
blood,  and  the  mother  fall  into  fwooning- 
fits,  or  be  in  danger  of  her  life.  There 
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are  inftances  enough  of  many  women  that 
have  been  loft  by  the  cowardice  of  their 
midwives,  who  wanting  courage  to  deliver 
the  fecond  child,  have  left  the  poor  mothers 
deflitute  to  their  utter  deftrudtion.  Thefe 
two  knots  have  alfo  this  further  ufe,  that  by 
keeping  the  blood  in  the  after-burthen,  the 
fame  appears  more  florid  to  the  fight. 

But  to  return  to  the  fecond  child :  I  found 
the  membranes  fwell’d  by  the  prefling  down 
of  the  water,  to  the  bignefs  of  a  child’s  head, 
or  rather  like  a  pig’s  bladder  filled  with  water. 
Thefe  being  born  down  below  both  the  ori¬ 
fices  of  the  womb,  I  opened  the  fame  with  a 
pin,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many  mid¬ 
wives,  who  commonly  make  ufe  of  a  grain  of 
fait  to  make  an  opening ;  for  thefe  mem¬ 
branes  have  little  or  no  fenfe  ;  and  it  is  fo  far 
from  being  dangerous  to  open  the  fame  after 
they  are  born  cut  or  into  the  pafl'age  or  va¬ 
gina,  that  in  many  difficult  cafes  we  open 
them  without  fear  within  the  womb  itfelf, 
which  by  my  own  reiterated  experience,  I 
have  found  fo  advantageous  to  the  woman, 
that  by  two  or  three  pains  after  fuch  an  open¬ 
ing,  the  head  of  the  child  has  appear’d  very 
forward  towards  a  happy  delivery.  However 
this  obtains  not  in  all  women,  for  in  fome 
the  water  is  voided  a  long  while  before  the 
delivery,  which  therefore  proves  more  tedious. 

The  membranes  being  opened  and  the  wa¬ 
ter  gone,  I  laid  hold  of  one  of  the  feet  of  the 
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fecond  child,  and  having  pulled  it  out  and 
baptized  it,  I  wrapt  about  it  a  linnen-cloth, 
becaufe  I  found  the  whole  leg  covered  with  a 
kind  of  a  whitifh  thick  fiime  (of  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  twelfth  part  of  an  inch)  beyond 
what  is  ufually  obferved  in  thofe  cafes,  fome 
whereof  I  had  the  curiofity  to  throw  into  the 
fire,  and  obferved  it  to  crack  and  burn  like 
oil  or  greafe.  The  thighs  and  legs  of  this 
child  being  not  crofted  but  in  their  natural  po¬ 
ll  tion,  the  delivery  fucceeded  beyond  expec¬ 
tation,  all  the  paffages  being  flill  open  fince 
the  delivery  of  the  firft  child.  I  had  no 
fooner  given  it  to  the  midwife,  but  going  on  in 
my  work  to  fetch  out  the  after-burthen,  I  re- 
membred,  that  tho’  each  child  is  always  en- 
clofed  in  its  peculiar  membranes,  yet  twins 
have  fometimes  but  one  mother-cake  or  after¬ 
burthen.  J  drew  the  navel-firing  to  try  whe¬ 
ther  the  after-burthen  would  follow  without 
any  further  trouble,  which  fucceeded  accord¬ 
ing  to  wifh,  (tho’  I  had  often  experienced  the 
contrary  in  our  hofpital)  the  after-burthen 
following  without  the  lead  difficulty  :  One  of 
the  navel-firings  of  thefe  two  children  was  faft- 
ned  to  the  middle  of  the  after-burthen,  the 
other  being  inferred  on  the  edge  of  one  and 
the  fame  after- burthen. 

For  the  reft,  the  flooding  of  the  woman 
gave  a  kind  appearance,  and  fhe  was  very 
careful  in  her  diet,  always  fqueezing  the  juice 
of  half  a  four  orange  into  a  cup  of  broth, 
2  ■  beiides 
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befides  that  fhe  had  a  clyfter  every  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  made  of  the  decodion  of 
mallows,  althea,  and  violet-leaves,  with  three 
ounces  of  honey  in  the  morning,  but  in  the 
evenings  without  it.  Clyfter  s  are  abfolutely 
requifite  for  a  woman  in  child-bed,  at  leaft 
twice  a  day.  You  mull  alfo  foment  the  privy- 
parts  with  the  decodion  of  barley,  and  cher¬ 
vil,  as  lias  been  mentioned  before. 


Observation  IX. 


Concerning  the  Delivery  of  Twins. 


HE  2 2d  of  Odober  1665,  I  delivered 


JL  a  woman  of  two  children.  Her  belly 
appearing  excefiive  big,  I  fufpeded  the  thing 
as  it  happened,  efpecially  when  I  perceived 
that  abundance  of  water  had  been  voided  al¬ 
ready,  after  the  opening  of  the  membranes. 
I  brought  my  hand  to  the  very  bottom  of  the 
womb,  where  meeting  with  the  feet  of  one 
of  the  children,  I  brought  them  out,  and  the 
reft  of  the  body  following  without  any  other 
obftacle,  I  tied  the  two  before-mentioned 
knots  on  the  navel-ftring,  which  I  cut  in 
the  middle  betwixt  both  as  before ;  loon  after 
I  difcovered  the  membranes  of  the  fecond 
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child  much  extended  by  the  preffing  down 
of  the  water,  which  being  broken  I  began  to 
look  for  the  child,  which  appearing  with  its 
arm  foremoft,  I  put  it  back,  and  guiding  my 
hand  gently  along  its  body,  took  hold  of  the 
feet,  and  accomplifhed  the  delivery,  which 
was  no  fooner  done,  together  with  the  after¬ 
burthen,  but  the  womb  clofed  up  again  in  an 
inftant.  I  found  but  one  after-burthen,  dif- 
tinguifhed  however  in  the  middle  by  a  fmall 
ftreak,  a  lign  that  they  were  two  after-burthens 
growing  clofe  together,  though  their  fepara- 
tion  was  fcarce  diftinguifhable.  The  midwife 
gave  the  mother  two  fpoonfuls  of  fweet  oil 
with  fugar.  I  alked  the  midwife,  T ?  what 
purpofe  Jhe  gave  it  ?  She  anfwered,  To  promote 
the  flooding,  being  jz  common  remedy  among  the 
poor  people ;  and  it  fucceeded  very  well  in  this 
worpan. 
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Observation  X. 

The  'Delivery  of  a  Woman  whofe  Privities  being 
j welled  to  the  bignefs  of  a  Head ,  were  fcarce 
difcernible. 

JANUARY  14,  1666.  A  certain  mid- 
wife  being  fent  for  to  a  woman  in  labour 
in  the  Puppet-ftreet,  fhe  began  to  fearch  her, 
but  not  being  able  to  find  the  paffage  to  the 
womb,  becaufe  the  privy  parts  were  fwelled  to 
the  bignefs  of  a  head,  fo  as  to  have  loft  their 
natural  fhape,  fhe  called  for  a  candle,  and 
looking  narrowly  upon  what  fhe  had  not  been 
able  to  difcover,  fire  judged  it  to  be  an  inver- 
fion  or  bearing  down  of  the  whole  neck  of 
the  womb,  attended  with  a  relaxation  of  the 
ligaments.  But  underftanding  that  another 
midwife  that  had  been  call’d  before  her,  re- 
fufed  to  meddle  in  the  matter,  fhe  defired  fur¬ 
ther  advice  :  whereupon  I  being  called,  I  a- 
greed  with  the  midwife  in  the  fame  opinion. 
I  difcovered  a  flit  of  the  length  of  the  24th 
part  of  an  inch,  out  of  which  ili'ued  a  flirny 
watry  liquor,  which  made  me  imagine,  it  was 
the  innermofl  orifice  of  the  womb.  This 
tumour  was  round  and  even  on  the  fuperfi- 
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cies  like  the  crown  of  a  hat,  the  flit  in  the 
middle,  and  in  the  fame  appeared  a  white 
fpeck,  flnooth  and  even,  and  iurrounded  with  a 
little  hair. 

I  allied  the  patient,  Whether  flee  had  ever 
been  delivered  of  a  child  before t  She  anfwered. 
No.  I  further  alked,  Whether  during  her  big- 
nefs  fee  had  framed  herfelf  by  hard  labour ,  or 
been  fenfble  of  any  Jharp  defuclions  or  pains  ? 
She  replied,  No  :  and  that  fee  did  not  perceive 
this  fwelling  till  the  day  before ,  with  violent 
pains ,  and  bearing  downwards ,  and  that fee  had 
tried  all  fee  knew  to  reduce  it  into  its  natural 
poftion.  I  then  alked  her,  Whether  before  mar¬ 
riage  fee  had  been  fenfble  of  any  thing  of  this 
nature  ?  She  told  me,  That  as  long  as  fee  could 
remember ,  the  ligaments  of  her  womb  had  been 
Jubjecl  to  relaxations ,  but  that  as  often  as  any 
bearing  down  had  happened  in  thofe  parts ,  fee  ufed 
to  reduce  them  herfelf:  She  added.  That  during 
her  being  with  child  fee  had  not  been  fenfble  of 
thefe  relaxations  before  yeflerday ,  at  the  fame 
time  (as  fee  fuppofed  with  probability  enough ) 
when  the  firjl  pains  of  her  travail  coming  upon 
her ,  reintroduced  the  relaxation  of  theje  vefels 
and  ligaments. 

Being  fufficiently  convinced  by  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  that  this  delivery  was  not  likely  to 
be  performed  without  danger,  I  deflred  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Moreau,  deacon  of  the  faculty 
of  Paris,  profeffor  of  the  Royal  Academy,  and 
chief  phylician  to  the  Dauphinefs  •  of  whole 
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ability  I  having  had  a  thoufand  proofs  before,' 

1  was  very  glad  to  be  fupported  by  his  ad¬ 
vice  in  fo  nice  a  point.  After  due  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  matter,  he  judged  it  a  dangerous 
cafe,  but  agreed  with  the  midwife  and  myfelf, 
that  the  delivery  (after  due  care  taken  for  the 
woman’s  foul)  ought  by  all  means  to  be  at- 

9 

Accordingly  it  was  thought  fit  to  convey  a 
filver  probe,  with  a  round  knot  at  the  end, 
into  the  opening,  whence  as  we  told  you  i flu- 
ed  the  flimy  liquor  ;  thereby  to  endeavour  the 
extenfion  or  dilatation  of  it,  till  it  would  ad¬ 
mit  of  one  finger,  and  fo  gently  and  by  degrees 
a  fecond,  and  at  laft  a  third,  whereby  to  en¬ 
deavour  its  further  dilatation,  by  forming  with 
the  fingers  a  kind  of  a  fpeculum  matricis ,  being 
much  more  natural  than  the  iron  ferew.  As  I 
was  altogether  of  the  fame  opinion,  fo  I  repre- 
fented  the  fafety  of  this  undertaking  as  con fo- 
nant  to  the  true  rules  of  nature,  when  by  the 
pains  the  water  enclofed  in  the  membranes,  be¬ 
ing  preffed  down  into  the  inward  orifice  of  the 
womb,  the  paflTage  is  opened  for  the  more  eafy 
delivery  of  the  head,  and  consequently  of  the 
body  of  the  child. 

Dr.  Moreau  agreeing  with  me  in  the  fame 
point,  to  work  1  went,  but  whatever  pains  I 
took,  could  not  extend  the  opening  beyond  the 
bignefs  of  a  crown-piece,  though  I  found  the 
inward  orifice  of  the  womb  not  above  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  thick  5  it  was  then  refolved  to  afford 
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fome  refpite  and  reft  to  the  patient,  fhe  being 
much  weakned  with  the  violence  of  the  pain, 
as  we  were  not  a  little  tired,  having  been  con- 
ftantly  employed  about  one  thing  or  other, 
from  four  in  the  morning  till  feven  at  night. 
Thus  leaving  the  patient  to  the  care  of  the 
midwife,  we  returned  about  eight,  and  were 
informed  by  the  midwife,  that  there  had  been 
but  a  {lender  appearance  of  any  true  figns  of  a 
delivery,  the  natural  parts  not  producing  the 
ufual  effedt  of  opening  the  os  facrum ,  and  prefix¬ 
ing  the  membranes  forward,  by  reafon  of  other 
intervening  pains,  occafioned  perhaps  by  the 
extenfion  of  the  bladder,  by  the  urine  con¬ 
tained  therein,  {he  having  made  no  water  for 
fome  time  before. 

Hereupon  it  being  once  more  advifed  by 
Dr.  Moreau  not  to  delay  the  delivery  any  lon¬ 
ger,  I  began  afrefh  to  attempt  the  dilatation  of 
the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb  with  my 
fingers,  which  fucceeded  beyond  hopes :  I 
brought  in  two  fingers  (one  of  each  hand)  on 
the  fides  of  the  opening  I  had  made  before, 
which  being  thus  dilated  by  degrees,  I  {lie wed 
Dr.  Moreau  what  advances  I  had  made,  tel¬ 
ling  him,  ‘That  jince  neither  the  membranes , 
nor  the  head  of  the  child  could  open  the  pafiage , 
my  fingers  were  the  only  remedy  we  muft  rely  up¬ 
on.  Thus  prefling  gently  forwards,  and  being 
feconded  by  fome  pains,  and  the  utmoft  en¬ 
deavours  of  the  mother,  I  began  to  conceive 
fome  hopes  5  and  in  cfledt  loon  after  the  mem- 
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branes  coming  to  break  in  the  opening,  this 
together  with  a  fucceeding  pain,  and  the  joint 
endeavours  of  the  mother  and  child,  produced 
this  good  effedt,  that  in  the  next  following 
pain,  the  was  delivered  of  a  girl.  From 
whence  it  is  evident  how  unjuftly  the  poor 
midwives  are  fometimes  cenfured  by  the  dan¬ 
ders  by,  as  if  by  renting  the  womb  of  the  wo¬ 
man  with  their  nails,  they  prove  often  the 
occaiion  of  their  deftrudtion,  whereas  the 
fame  ought  for  the  moil  part  to  be  attributed 
to  the  preternatural  difpchtion  of  the  noble 
parts,  or  fome  malignant  corrofive  humours: 
the  moft  danger  likely  to  proceed  from  a  mid¬ 
wife,  is,  when  after  her  coming  from  the  de¬ 
livery  of  an  infedted  woman,  fhe  communi¬ 
cates  the  viruiency,  adhering  to  her  fingers,  to 
others. 

Immediately  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  I 
brought  forth  alfo  the  after-burthen,  and 
thru  fling  my  fifl  gently  againft  the  bottom 
of  the  womb,  reduced  the  fame  with  ail  the 
adjacent  parts  into  their  natural  flation  and 
drape.  This  done,  I  put  a  cloth  before  the  ori¬ 
fice  of  the  womb,  ordered  the  head  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  be  laid  very  low,  with  a  pillar  rowled 
together  betwixt  and  under  the  knees,  as  is 
ufually  done  with  child-bed  women.  I  order¬ 
ed  alfo  her  breads  to  be  covered  with  a  four- 
doubled  cloth,  with  fome  cotton  betwixt  the 
pleats,  to  keep  thofe  parts  from  catching  cold 
during  her  flooding.  I  alfo  kept  her  belly  and 
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back  tied  by  winding  it  up  in  a  broad  cloth* 
and  laid  upon  the  womb  above  the  bladder,  a 
triangular  comprefs,  with  a  four  fquare  one 
upon  it,  the  better  to  keep  thofe  parts  in  their 
proper  ftation,  to  keep  them  warm,  and  to 
promote  the  flooding.  Dr.  Moreau  prefcribed 
her  the  juice  of  three  four  oranges,  mixed  with 
two  ounces  of  the  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  and 
the  fame  quantity  of  fyrup  of  maiden-hair,  to 
be  taken  at  twice ;  befides  emollient,  cooling, 
and  anodyne  clyfters,  to  be  applied  every  day. 
The  flooding  appeared  beyond  expectation, 
and  with  fuch  ftupendous  fuccefs,  that  on  the 
eighth  day  after  her  delivery,  I  found  her  fit¬ 
ting  in  a  chimney-corner,  and  fhe  has  been 
well  ever  fince,  (though  without  being  with 
child)  the  daughter  lived  till  fhe  was  two  years 
old.  I  had  alinoft  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  for 
fome  days  we  fomented  her  privy  parts  with 
the  decodion  of  barley  and  chervil,  and  that 
after  the  flooding,  we  bathed  the  fame  parts 
<  with  the  water  of  myrrh,  a  powerful  remedy 
in  fuch  cafes,  by  reafon  of  its  aftringent  and 
cooling  quality. 
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Obs  ERVATION  XI. 

‘The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  its  Right  Buttock 


ARCH  2 1 fir,  1666,  being  called  to 
a  gentlewoman,  I  found  upon  fearch, 
the  right  buttock  of  the  child  foremoft.  The 
membranes  being  broken  before,  1  pufhed  the 
child  gently  backwards  with  my  fingers,  and 
guiding  them  along  its  right  thigh  and  leg,  to 
the  foot,  I  pulled  it  out  and  baptized  it.  This 
done,  1  wrapping  a  cloth  about  the  foot,  the 
whole  body  followed  with  eafe  to  the  head, 
which  flicking  in  the  paffage,  I  was  forced  to 
bring  the  fingers  of  my  right  hand  into  the 
child’s  mouth,  whilffc  with  my  left,  I  upheld 
it  at  the  bread ;  and  this  accomplished  the  de¬ 
livery  with  good  fuccefs,  the  mother  finding 
herfelf  very  well  afterwards,  without  any  fur¬ 
ther  affiftance  than  what  is  ufual  with  other  wo¬ 
men  in  child-bed. 


Obser* 


Observation  XII 


A  Delivery  of  a  Dropfical  Woman. 


PR IL  the  nth,  1666,  I  was  called  to 


a  certain  gentlewoman  then  in  labour. 


in  the  ftreet  of  S.  Germain  del’  Auxerrois,  not 
far  from  the  New  Bridge  ;  but  finding  the 
woman  affiidted  with  a  dropfy  and  feverifh,  I 
defired  the  affiflance  of  Dr.  Matthews,  a  learn¬ 
ed  phyfician,  who  flayed  with  me  during  the 
whole  delivery.  This  gentlewoman  was  not 
only  much  fwelled  all  over  the  body,  but  had 
alfo  a  tumour  on  her  belly  below  the  navel, 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  loaf  of  three  pounds,  which 
feemed  to  be  filled  with  a  flatulent  humour ; 
the  patient  was  much  dejedted  (notwithftand- 
ing  I  did  all  I  could  to  encourage  her)  having 
been  told  by  feveral  of  her  acquaintance,  that 
flie  could  not  efcape  with  life ;  thus  having 
made  provifion  for  her  foul,  fhe  gave  pofitive 
orders  to  her  fervants  (becaufe  fhe  was  a  wo¬ 
man  of  quality)  not  to  let  either  the  dodtor  or 
me  go  out  of  the  houfe,  till  they  faw  the  iffue 
of  the  matter. 

After  due  fearch  made,  I  told  her  that  the 
child  being  well  turned,  there  was  great  hopes 
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of  her  fafe  delivery,  and  being  allured  at  the 
fame  time  by  Dr.  Matthews,  that  fhe  had  fufli- 
cient  ftrength  left,  fhe  began  to  conceive  fome 
hopes.  The  water  contained  within  the  mem¬ 
branes  did  prefs  with  fuch  violence  upon  the  pri¬ 
vy  parts,  that  they  appeared  as  big  as  a  child’s 
head,  and  breaking  foon  after,  (he  voided  no 
lefs  than  eight  pounds  of  water,  which  being 
followed  by  the  child,  (die  difcharged  as  much 
more  water  as  before.  This  fudden  evacuati¬ 
on  caufing  a  great  weaknefs  as  well  in  the  mo¬ 
ther  as  the  child,  the  lafb  was  baptized  imme¬ 
diately  by  Dr.  Matthews,  and  died  foon  af¬ 
ter,  being  as  was  fuppofed  fuffocated  by  the 
great  quantity  of  water  voided  during  the 
delivery  of  the  mother.  The  after-burthen 
being  likewife  brought  forth,  the  flatulent  tu¬ 
mour  below  the  navel  vanifhed  in  a  moment, 
as  did  the  dropfy  by  degrees,  by  the  help  of 
the  flooding  and  fome  other  proper  remedies 
prefcribed  by  Dr.  Matthews.  She  went  abroad 
within  fourteen  days  after,  and  fpoke  much  in 
our  recommendation  among  all  her  acquain¬ 
tance. 


Obser- 
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Observation  XIII. 


¥ ‘he  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Belly 

foremof. 

qpHE  25th  of  April  (being  Eafter-day) 

1  1666,  I  was  called  to  a  gentlewoman  of 

a  very  handfome  afpedt,  in  the  Goldfmith’s 
frreet.  I  was  unwilling  to  tell  her  the  unnatural 
pofition  of  the  child,  a  iking  her  only,  Whe¬ 
ther  foe  was  ready  to  be  delivered :  Whereupon 
ihe  anfwered  with  a  fmile,  1 That  foe  was  fenfible 
her  pains  were  not  flrong  enough  as  yet  for  a  deli¬ 
very  ;  unto  which  the  midwife  replied,  That 
notwithfanding  this  foe  might  be  delivered  if  foe 
thought  ft.  She  began  to  fufpedt  the  matter, 
and  conjured  me  to  fearch  her,  and  let  her 
know  whether  the  child  was  rightly  turned 
or  not. 

I  finding  the  child  coming  with  the  navel 
foremoft,  told  her,  ‘That  the  cafe  being  of  dan¬ 
gerous  confequence ,  I  defred  the  advice  of  fome 
other  perfon ;  but  ihe  declaring  her  pofitive  re~ 
foiution,  of  relying  (next  to  God)  upon  my 
endeavours,  and  deiiring  me  to  hailen  her  de¬ 
livery,  I  brought  my  right  hand  and  fingers, 
clofe  and  flrait  put  together,  into  the  outward 
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orifice  of  the  womb,  and  thence  to  the  Inward 
orifice,  which  I  found  fufficiently  opened  to 
admit  my  whole  hand  and  fingers,  the  moft 
proper  inftruments  for  fuch  an  operation. 

I  found  in  the  neck  of  the  womb,  a  tough 
fiime  with  fome  part  of  the  membranes  car¬ 
ried  thither  with  the  water,  which  did  me 
great  fervice  in  the  enfuing  delivery.  I  found 
the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb  opened  to 
the  bignefs  of  the  extended  palm  of  my 
hand,  fo  that  my  hand  meeting  with  an  ea- 
fy  entrance,  I  felt  a  foft  fubftance,  which  by 
the  navel-firing  I  foon  difcovered  to  be  the 
child’s  belly,  and  by  the  beating  of  the  ar¬ 
teries,  judged  it  to  be  ftill  alive ;  I  told  this 
welcome  news  to  the  mother  (to  encourage 
her  in  her  labour)  who  anfwered  me,  cikat 
foe  was  not  follicitous  for  her  own  life ,  provided 
the  child  might  ( through  God’s  mercy )  be  pre- 
ferved  till  it  could  be  baptized.  Which  I  a fiured 
her  was  likely  to  be  done. 

I  then  tried  what  part  of  the  child  I  could 
lay  hold  on  firft ;  but  found  neither  head  nor 
foot ;  till  at  laft  lighting  upon  a  hand,  I  did 
however  not  meddle  with  that,  but  guiding 
my  hand  gently  along  the  thigh,  I  took  hold 
of  a  foot  on  the  right  fide  of  the  womb,  and 
b  ought  it  out,  taking  fpecial  care  to  turn  the 
toes  towards  the  fundament  of  the  mother, 
as  has  been  obferved  before.  I  drew  the  foot 
towards  me  very  gently,  and  with  a  great  deal 
of  circumfpebtion,  which  being  baptized,  I 

fearched 
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fearched  after  the  other  foot,  which  being  al- 
fo  found,  I  put  both  legs  together,  and  wind¬ 
ing  them  in  a  fine  cloth  to  prevent  their  be¬ 
ing  bruifed  or  hurt,  I  pulled  out  the  child 
gradually  to  the  fhoulders,  which  required  all 
the  ftrength  I  had  (as  in  moft  other  cafes  of 
this  nature).  But  finding  the  orifice  of  the 
womb  fomewhat  clofed  again,  I  was  forced  to 
put  my  fingers  into  the  child’s  mouth  to 
bring  forth  the  head,  though  without  the  lead 
violence.  For  putting  my  left  hand  to  its  bread, 
I  fupported  it  thus  till  with  the  right  I  could 
dilate  the  inward  orifice,  which  done  I  put 
my  hand  to  the  neck,  and  fo  delivered  the 
woman  of  a  girl.  The  after-burthen  follow¬ 
ing  with  eafe ;  I  laid  the  fame  with  the  navel- 
dring  to  it  upon  the  child’s  belly,  which  being 
extreamly  weak,  lay  extended  upon  a  pillow 
before  the  fire,  without  any  motion,  beating 
of  the  arteries  or  pulfe,  or  any  other  fign  of 
life.  We  did  all  we  could  to  revive  it  by 
wrapping  it  in  cloaths  dipt  in  warm  wine, 
boiling  the  after-burthen  in  claret,  holding 
onions  to  its  noftriis,  and  fpouting  wine  into 
the  mouth,  nofe,  ears  and  eyes,  and  walhing 
the  temples  with  the  fame ;  which  at  lad  pro¬ 
duced  this  good  effedt,  that  the  child  recover¬ 
ed  its  fpirits,  and  is  fince  grown  up  very  heal¬ 
thy  and  well  to  the  age  of  feventeen  years. 
The  mother  alfo  did  extraordinary  well,  hav¬ 
ing  had  feveral  children  afterwards. 
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Observation  XIV. 

Concerning  an  After-burthen  joined  clofe  to  the 

Subjiance  of  the  Womb. 

f~W  ^  H  E  firft  of  May,  1 666,  I  was  called  to 
J[  a  woman  in  the  Cutler’s  ftreet,  to  deli¬ 
ver  her  from  her  after-burthen  joined  to  the 
fubftance  of  the  womb  ;  the  midwife  having  in 
vain  endeavoured  its  delivery.  After  I  had  greal- 
ed  my  hands,  1  brought  my  right  hand  to  the 
bottom  of  the  womb,  where  i  felt  the  after¬ 
burthen  ;  but  the  navel-fixing  being  broken 
before,  I  fearched  on  all  Tides  with  my  fingers, 
though  very  gently,  the  innermoft  part  of  the 
womb,  to  find  out  in  which  part  it  was  moil 
clofely  joined  to  its  fubftance  ;  which  having 
difcovered,  I  peeled  it  oft',  beginning  on  the 
undermoft  part  of  the  womb,  till  it  dr  opt  into 
my  hand. 

Upon  this  occafion  I  difcovered  the  fubftance 
of  the  womb  to  be  fofc  and  membranous,  of 
the  thicknefs  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  but 
fomewhat  thicker  in  that  part  where  the  af¬ 
ter-burthen  had  been  joined  to  it,  .the  main 
thing  that  fatisfied  my  curiofity.  I  fepara- 
ted  this  after-burthen  from  the  womb,  with 
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the  extremities  of  my  fingers,  beginning  on 
the  undermoft  part,  as  I  told  you  before,  juft 
as  we  do  loofen  a  pafte  or  dough  from  a  table 
or  board  ;  which  being  quite  loofened,  I  drew 
it  out  of  the  womb  with  the  fame  extremi¬ 
ties  of  my  fingers ;  for  had  it  been  done  with 
the  whole  hand  or  fift,  it  would  have  created 
new  pain  and  trouble  to  the  woman.  You 
muft  be  careful  not  to  leave  any  pieces  of  fkin 
or  remnants  of  the  after-burthen  in  the  womb, 
the  fame  being  attended  with  two  dangerous 
fymptoms. 

The  firft  is,  that  in  cafe  part  thereof  remains 
clofe  to  the  womb,  it  putrifies  and  often  de¬ 
generates  into  an  inflammation  or  cancerous 
ulcer,  and  confequently  kills  the  woman.  Of 
this  I  faw  an  inftance  in  our  hofpital  in  1653, 
when  no  fmall  contefts  arofe  betwixt  the  phy- 
ficians  of  the  hofpital,  concerning  a  woman 
that  died  in  child-bed :  for  being  opened  by 
Mr.  Angot,  furgeon  in  ordinary  to  the  hof¬ 
pital,  and  part  of  the  after-burthen  found 
fticking  clofe  to  the  womb,  fome  of  the  phy- 
ficians  declared  the  fame  to  be  the  occafon  of  the 
death  of  the  woman.  But  Dr.  Moreau,  the 
elder,  one  of  the  greateft  phyficians  of  our 
age,  replied,  lhat  it  was  not  fuffcient ,  to  aU 
ledge  this  as  a  caufe  of  the  death  of  the  woman , 
but  that  an  enquiry  ought  to  be  made ,  whether 
the  fault  was  in  the  midwife  or  the  ill  confti- 
tution  of  the  body  of  the  deceafed.  He  ordered 
Mr.  Angot  to  feparate  the  remaining  part, 

which 
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which  he  not  being  able  to  do  without  tearing 
off  part  of  the  fubftance  of  the  womb,  Dr. 
Moreau  faid,  I  am  convinced  that  fome  people 
are  of  fo  unfortunate  a  conjlitution ,  that  it  is 
impojjible  to  expert  a  happy  delivery  in  them. 
\ Thoje  in  whom  the  after-burthen  is  fo  clofely  join¬ 
ed  to  the  fubftance  of  the  womb,  abound  commonly 
in  atrabilearious  humours,  by  which  the  after- 
burthen  is  fo  clofely  joined  to  the  womb,  that  it  is 
next  to  an  impofjibility  even  for  a  man-midwife 
to  promife  a  J'afe  delivery ;  wherefore  it  is  very 
hard  to  pafs  fuch  fever e  cenjures  upon  a  midwife 
after  fe  has  done  all  that  lay  in  her  power ;  it 
being  certain  that  Nature  itfelf  without  any 
fault  of  the  man-midwife  or  midwife ,  is  the 
real  occafon  of  the  death  of  the  patient.  Thus 
the  reputation  of  the  poor  midwife  was  faved 
by  the  knowledge  of  this  phyiician,  who  was 
the  ornament  cf  the  faculty. 

The  fecond  fymptom  is  the  excefilve  flux 
of  blood  that  conftantly  attends  the  woman, 
in  cafe  any  part  of  the  after-burthen  remains 
fix’d  to  the  womb,  the  blood  i filling  through 
the  opening  of  the  vefiels,  inlerted  into  the 
remaining  part  of  the  after-burthen ;  which 
never  ceafing  till  that  part  is  removed,  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  alone  to  prove  mortal.  But  to  return 
to  our  obfervation.  After  having  feparated 
the  after- burthen,  I  turned  my  hand  round 
the  infide  of  the  womb,  to  feel  whether  there 
were  any  remnants  left ;  when  T  perceived 
the  womb  to  be  grown  already  thicker  and 
2  .  harder, 
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harder,  beyond  what  it  was  immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  reparation  of  the  after-burthen. 


Observation  XV. 


*Ihe  Delivery  of  a  Dead  and  Putrijied  Child. 

JUNE  the  1 6th,  1666,  I  was  fent  for  by 
a  midwife  in  labour,  being  a  woman  of 
quick  parts,  and  confequently  fenfible  of  her 
dangerous  condition,  which  fhe  had  fufficient- 
Jy  difcovered  by  the  naufeous  fcent  that  ad¬ 
hered  (upon  fearch  made  by  herfelf)  to  her 
fingers.  By  the  circumftances  (lie  related  to 
me,  I  could  judge  no  otherwife,  but  that  the 
child  was  dead  ;  and  finding  her  extremely 
fearful  even  before  I  touch’d  her,  I  recom¬ 
mended  patience  to  her,  affuring  her,  That  1 
would  ufe  her  as  gently  as  pojftbly  I  could. 

Having  conveyed  my  hand  into  the  neck  of 
the  womb,  I  perceived  the  head  to  come  fore- 
mod:,  but  with  a  moft  abominable  fcent.  1 
afked  her,  How  long  Jhe  had  to  reckon  t  She  an- 
fwered,  'Chat  floe  had  gone  full  nine  months ,  but 
had  not  felt  the  child  [hr  in  three  months  lajl 
pa  ft ,  and  thmat  therefore  Jhe  feared  the  child  to  have 
been  dead  ever  fince ,  cccafoned  by  the  grief  Jhe 
conceived  at  the  death  of  her  hujband ,  that  hap- 
-  '  F  pened 
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pened  about  the  fame  time ;  which  may  ferve  as 
an  undeniable  indance  of  what  we  have  avert¬ 
ed  before,  that  a  child  may  remain  for  a  confi- 
faderable  time  without  being  putrified  in  the 
womb.  But  what  is  mod  furprizing  in  this  cafe, 
is,  that  tho’  the  child  was  not  only  dead  and  pu- 
trily’d,  yet  the  mother  was  fo  very  well  at  the 
time  of  her  being  with  child,  as  to  be  able  to 
go  about  her  ordinary  employments. 

I  had  much  ado  to  convince  her,  that  it  was 
better  to  fuffer  fome  pain  at  prelent  to  avoid 
worfe  evils;  fo  that  at  lad  fuhmitting  to  necef- 
fity,  I  brought  my  lingers,  without  any  obda- 
cle,  to  the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb.  The 
fird  thing  I  met  with  there,  being  the  bone  of 
the  forehead,  I  plucked  it  out,  all  the  parts  of 
the  head  and  the  membranes  being  putrified  to 
that  degree,  that  they  appeared  like  a  white  gel- 
ly,  with  liich  an  intolerable  fcent,  as  was  e- 
nough  to  fuffocate  one.  However  I  made  fhift 
to  bring  out  the  rotten  carcafs;  and  it  was  ob- 
fervable,  that  the  bones  of  the  head  were 
fharp  and  pointed  like  needles,  which  made 
the  delivery  the  more  tedious ;  for  I  took  par¬ 
ticular  care  to  bring  them  all  away,  without 
the  lead  detriment  to  the  mother. 

When  I  found  the  after-burthen  no  lefs 
putrified  than  the  child,  I  judged  her  death 
to  be  infallible,  it  feeming  irnpodible  to  me, 
that  thefe  putrified  parts  could  remain  fo  long 
in  the  womb  without  in  fed!  in  g  the  circumja¬ 
cent  parts.  This  moved  me  to  exhort  her,  To 
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provide  in  time  for  her  poor  foul  before  foe  was 
rendred  incapable  of  doing  it ,  by  the  violence  of 
the  fymptoms  that  were  likely  to  enfue.  She  was 
fo  far  from  hearkning  to  my  advice,  that 
within  three  hours  after  her  delivery,  being 
fent  for  by  a  gentlewoman  then  in  labour, 
in  the  palace  of  the  Louvre,  fhe  arofe  out  of 
her  bed,  as  if  (he  had  felt  no  pain  a  good  while 
before,  and  walking  thither  on  foot,  flayed 
there  all  night  till  next  morning.  About  24 
hours  after  her  delivery,  coming  to  give  her 
a  vifit,  I  found  her  in  bed,  but  eating  hearti¬ 
ly  of  a  calve’s  head.  I  thought  fit  to  infert 
thefe  circumflances,  to  fhew  what  feme  con¬ 
futations  are  able  to  undergo  5  and  when  I 
chid  her  for  her  prefumption,  fhe  told  me. 
That  hunger  would  make  the  wolf  leave  his  nefi  > 
for  fhe  had  no  lefs  than  five  children  to  main¬ 
tain  j  which  made  me  believe,  that  God  Al¬ 
mighty  had  bellowed  upon  her  a  more  than  or¬ 
dinary  vigour  for  her  poor  children’s  fake,  for 
fhe  did  very  well  afterwards. 
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Observation  XVI. 


The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  whofe  inward  Orifice 

of  the  Womb  was  torn. 

JULY  4th,  1666,  I  was  called  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  a  certain  midwife,  none  of  the  moil 
fkilful  in  her  profeffion.  Being  employed  in 
bringing  out  the  after- burthen,  the  had  got  her 
hand  into  the  womb ;  but  the  fame  lying  very 
low,  had  miftaken  the  inward  orifice  for  the 
after-burthen ;  fo  that  pulling  the  faid  orifice, 
inftead  of  the  after-burthen,  with  much  vio¬ 
lence,  but  little  fuccefs,  I  was  fent  for  to  give 
a  helping  hand. 

I  no  fooner  had  fearched  the  woman,  but  be¬ 
ing  fenfible  of  the  error  of  the  midwife,  who 
was  both  young  and  unexperienced,  I  check¬ 
ed  her  for  her  negligence  and  ignorance, 
which  {he  fully  acknowledged,  promifing  fhe 
would  follow  my  directions  hereafter  in  fuch 
like  cafes.  After  having  brought  my  fingers, 
greafed  with  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  into  the 
womb,  I  found  the  inward  orifice  torn  and 
fcratched  with  her  nails ;  but  advancing  for¬ 
ward  with  my  hand,  1  feparated  the  after¬ 
burthen,  and  brought  it  out ;  but  fearing  left 
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the  damnifying  of  the  orifice  of  the  womb, 
might  produce  dangerous  effects  (as  it  fre¬ 
quently  happens)  we  fent  for  Dr.  Briifet,  who 
did  his  utmoft  for  the  prefervation  of  the  w’o- 
rnan,  notwithftanding  her  poverty.  We  pre- 
fcribed  her  two  clyfters  a  day,  made  of  whey 
mixed  with  three  ounces  of  honey,  in  the 
morning,  and  without  it  in  the  evening.  We 
ordered  her  alfo  the  ufual  fomentation  of 
the  decoCtion  of  barley  and  chervil,  which 
fucceeded  fo  well,  that  £he  went  abroad  in  lefs 
than  a  month,  but  (he  had  no  children  lince. 
For  fear  of  a  putrefaction  or  gangreen,  we 
ordered  the  following  injections  to  be  made 
into  the  privy  parts. 

Take  of  the  root  of  the  greater  con folid a, 
of  the  leaves  of  agrimony,  plantain  and  centi- 
nodium,  boil  them  in  water  for  an  injection. 
After  the  flooding  ceafed,  and  the  milk  be¬ 
gan  to  appear  in  her  breafts,  we  ordered  an 
injection  to  be  made  of  the  round  ariftolochy 
root  boiled  in  white  wine;  of  which  more  in 
the  25th  Obfcrvation.  I  have  been  the  more 
circumflantial  in  this  obfervation,  that  it  might 
ferve  as  a  warning  to  the  young  man-mid¬ 
wives  and  midwives,  to  proceed  gently,  and 
with  all  imaginable  circurnfpeCtion,  when  they 
put  their  hands  within  the  orifices  of  the 
womb,  for  fear  of  damnifying  the  fame,  as  it 
happenedAil  this  cafe. 
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Observation  XVII. 

?-'K  '  • 

<Tke  Delivery  of  a  Woman'  feized  with  Epileptick 
Fits ,  without  Senfe  or  Motion. 

f  1  H  E  2d  of  December  1 666,  I  was  fent 
|  for  by  a  gentlewoman,  the  wife  of  a 
domeftic,  belonging  to  her  highnefs  the  duch- 
efs  of  Orleans,  to  affift  an  ancient  midwife 
in  the  delivery  of  this  gentlewoman  feized 
with  epileptick  fits,  without  either  fenfe  or 
motion.  1  found  the  membranes  broken,  and 
the  water  gone ;  fo  that  the  head  flicking  in 
the  birth,  and  the  membranes  to  the  child’s 
head  ;  this  joined  to  the  want  of  water 
(gone  off  before)  rendered  the  cafe  very  dan¬ 
gerous.  I  told  the  midwife  we  muft  have  a 
little  patience  ;  for  in  cafe  we  went  about  to 
force  the  birth,  we  might  hurt  both  the 
mother  and  the  child.  It  being  farther  my 
advice  (as  it  ought  always  to  be)  to  look  for 
an  understanding  phyfician,  and  to  open  her 
a  vein.  Accordingly  Dr.  Fabius  Perreau  be¬ 
ing  fent  for,  he  came  attended  by  a  fur- 
geon  ;  but  they  looking  upon  the  woman  as 
pa  ft  all  hopes,  went  away  without  ordering 
any  thing. 

How- 
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However,  I  was  not  quite  difcouraged,  but 
confulted  with  the  two  ancient  midwives  there 
prefent,  (another  being  called  in  lince)  what 
was  beft  to  be  done,  and  as  I  knew  the  cafe  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous,  and  neither  of  them  in  a 
condition  to  attempt  the  delivery,  I  did  not 
contradict  them  in  their  fentiments,  contenting 
myfelf  to  expeCt  with  patience  (at  the  earned: 
requefts  of  the  mid  wives  and  friends)  the  if- 
fue  of  the  matter ;  which,  according  to  the 
judgment  of  Dr.  Perreau  and  his  furgeon, 
they  looking  upon  as  abfolutely  mortal,  they 
entreated  me  to  ffay  to  be  at  hand  to  under¬ 
take  the  feSlio  ccefarea,  or  differing  the  womb 
after  the  mother’s  death,  to  fave  the  life  of 
the  child. 

About  two  in  the  afternoon  being  fent  for 
to  adminifter  phlebotomy  upon  a  confultation 
in  St.  Martin’s  ftreet,  of  Mr.  Brayer  and  Dr. 
Brifi'et,  1  took  this  opportunity  to  reprefent 
the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  of  our  patient, 
and  what  judgment  Dr.  Perreau  and  his  fur¬ 
geon  had  given  upon  it.  Dr.  Brayer  told 
me  (like  a  good  chriftian)  that  were  it  not 
that  he  was  obliged  to  attend  feveral  conlul-  • 
tations,  he  would  willingly  give  a  vifit  to  this 
poor  woman,  but  defiring  Dr.  Briffet  to  do  it, 
he  willingly  complied  with  his  requeft ;  and 
I  muff  fpeak  it  to  his  renown,  that  the  wo- 
,man  ow,ed  her  prefervation  to  his  advice. 
For  he  told  us  immediately,  that  thd  Dr.  Per¬ 
reau  and  his  furgeon  had  declared  for  the 
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fedtio  caefarea,  as  judging  the  woman  pajl  all 
hopes  of  life,  he  yet  believed  fhe  had  frength  e- 
nough  left  to  be  delivered,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  attempted  without  delay.  He  afked  the 
mid  wives  and  me  our  opinion,  we  told  him, 
fhe  was  a  dead  woman,  unlefs  prelerved  by 
a  Ipeedy  delivery  ;  I  added,  that  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  the  child  being  dead,  I  faw  not  the 
lead  reafon  for  a  delay ;  the  dodtor  being 
of  the  fame  opinion,  and  that  the  only  way 
to  fave  the  mother  was  a  fpeedy  delivery, 
I  went  to  work  immediately  without  giving 
myfelf  time  to  fetch  the  instruments  requifite 
for  fuch  an  operation,  tho’  I  was  fenfble  that 
my  Strength  alone  would  fcarce  be  fufficient 
to  bring  out  the  child,  the  palfages  being  fo 
very  Strait,  the  head  foremoSt,  and  the  frit 
time  of  the  woman’s  being  with  child ;  fo  that 
thefe  parts  being  never  opened  before,  the 
delivery  was  upon  that  fcore  alfo  attended 
with  more  danger  than  would  have  been  o- 
therwife.  As  good  fortune  would  have  it,  I 
had  a  fmall  hook  in  my  pocket,  wherewith 
having  removed  the  membrane  from  the  fcull, 
I  brought  out  the  brains  thro’  the  opening  of 
the  [earn,  or  futura  coronalis.  I  mud  upon 
this  occasion  give  a  Stridt  charge  to  all  man- 
midwives  not  to  proceed  to  thefe  extremities, 
without  a  previous  confultation  with  a  Skilful 
ohySician,  and  the  approbation  of  the  danders 
oy,  and  their  being  fully  convinced  of  the 
child’s  death  j  for,  Should  it  prove  otherwife, 
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you  may  commit  a  murder :  however,  in  cafe 
the  woman  is  in  prefent  danger  of  perifhing, 
and  there  are  figns  of  the  child’s  being  dead,  you 
may  fave  the  mother,  by  bringing  away  the 
child,  tho’  perhaps  a  man  may  be  miftaken  in 
his  judgment,  no  body  being  obliged  to  do  be¬ 
yond  his  power;  and  it  being  a  certain  rule, 
that  the  woman  ought  to  be  preferved  by  all 
means,  in  cafe  her  life  is  in  imminent  danger, 
the  main  point  in  queftion  in  this  cafe,  and 
which  requires  a  folid  judgment,  an  in  fiance 
whereof  you  may  fee  in  the  following  account. 

In  the  year  1680,  Dr.  Auzon,  a  noted  phy- 
fician  of  the  faculty  at  Paris,  and  myfelf,  were 
fenr  for  to  a  gentlewoman  in  labour,  whom 
we  found  afBifted  with  epileptic  fits :  Dr.  Au¬ 
zon  ordered  her  immediately  a  clyfter  of  the 
common  decoftion,  mixt  with  three  ounces  of 
honey,  forne  mercurial  leaves,  and  of  the  elec¬ 
tuary  diapkenic  one  ounce  ;  then  being  let  blood 
in  the  arm,  the  clyfier  produced  feveral  pains, 
but  the  fits  continued,  fo  that  fhe  had  ten  or 
twelve  of  them  in  an  hour.  A  confultation 
being  agreed  upon  with  Dr.  Maurilain,  another 
famous  phyfician  of  the  fame  faculty,  a  fecond 
phlebotomy  was  ad  min  hired  in  the  arm,  and 
a  third  in  two  hours  after  in  the  foot,  which 
being  followed  by  feveral  pains,  I  delivered  her 
of  a  brifk  lively  girl ;  upon  which  occafion, 
the  two  doftors  gave  us  this  lefibn,  to  aft  with 
the  utmoft  circumfpeftion  in  cafes  of  this  na¬ 
ture,  ‘ 
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But  to  return  to  our  former  obfervation : 
finding  my  ftrength  to  fail  me  to  bring 
forward  the  head  of  the  child,  I  was,  for 
want  of  time  to  fetch  my  own,  obliged  to 
make  ufe  of  the  hooked  handle  of  an  iron 
fpoon  or  ladle,  which  I  put  into  the  eye,  and 
drawing  on  the  whole  carcafs  of  the  child, 
the  mother  was  inltandy  eaied  of  her  fits, 
but  remained  exceffive  weak,  and  without 
fen fe  or  motion  for  forty  hours  after,  when 
recovering  herfelf,  fhe  declared,  that  the  knew 
nothing  of  what  had  palled,  though  fhe  could 
hardly  fpeak,  her  tongue  being  much  fwelled 
by  the  biting  of  it  with  her  teeth  during  the 
fits. 

During  her  labour  we  gave  her  fometimes 
feme  cordial  waters,  mixt  with  the  confection 
of  hyacinths  and  alkermes,  without  mufk,  as 
likewife  fome  Venice  theriac.  A  few  days 
after  her  delivery,  we  fomented  the  privy 
parts  and  the  neck  of  the  womb,  to  prevent 
any  putrefaction  there ;  we  alfo  made  an  in¬ 
jection  of  the  decoCtion  of  the  round  ariftolo- 
chy  root  in  white  wine,  mixed  with  fugar. 
Our  fomentation  was  only  water,  mixed  with 
fait,  or  fea- water,  an  approved  remedy  in  this 
cafe,  efpecially  if  you  find  the  woman  inclined 
to  a  fever.  The  paffages  being  very  (trait  and 
not  a  little  bruifed,  we  fomented  the  fame 
(after  the  reparation  of  the  mortified  parts) 
feven  or  eight  times  a  day  with  a  decoction  of 
fait- water,  barley,  chervil,  and  agrimony,  and 
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applied  alfo  the  following  fomentation  to  the 
be  ly. 

Take  the  leaves  of  mallows,  althea,  the 
pelitory  of  the  wall,  the  mercurial  and  worm¬ 
wood,  the  fame  quantity  of  each,  boil  them  in 
fair  water,  with  half  a  pound  of  linfeed. 

Thefe  remedies  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  not 
long  after  her  recovery  die  was  big  with 
child  again,  and  brought  to-bed  without  the 
affiftance  of  a  midwife  ;  but  the  third  time 
of  her  bignefs,  being  in  her  labour  feized 
with  the  fame  fits  the  had  in  her  firft  travail, 
and  the  furgeon  fent  for  to  deliver  her,  not 
daring  to  attempt  the  delivery,  fhe  perifhed 
miferably  for  want  of  timely  help  :  for  though 
I  was  fent  for  afterwards  it  was  too  late, 
both  the  mother  and  the  child  being  dead  be¬ 
fore,  either  by  the  violence  of  the  epileptic 
fits,  or  by  an  exceflive  flux  of  blood,  where¬ 
with  fhe  was  not  afflidted  the  fir  ft  time  of  her 
delivery.  I  opened  the  body,  and  finding  ail 
the  internal  parts  without  the  leaft  blemifh,  I 
attributed  her  death  to  the  excefiive  evacuati¬ 
on  of  the  blood.  Upon  this  occafion,  I  mu  ft 
give  you  this  further  obfervation  (fomething 
of  which  has  been  mentioned  before  in  the 
tenth  Obfervation)  viz.  That  the  fulnefs  of 
the  urinal  bladder  fometimes  occafions  moft 
violent  pains  j  for  the  bladder  being  extend¬ 
ed  by  the  urine,  and  prefling  upon  the  neck  of 
the  womb,  and  its  inward  orifice,  obftrudts 
the  free  paffiage  of  the  child ;  befides,  that 
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the  bladder,  when  filled  with  urine,  being 
fqueezed  by  the  head  of  the  child,  produces 
moft  violent  pains ;  to  prevent  which,  you 
mull;  put  a  probe  into  the  bladder  to  give 
pafiage  to  the  urine,  an  infiance  whereof  I  can 
give  you  by  my  own  experience  in  two  gen¬ 
tlewomen,  one  of  which  falling  continually 
into  fits,  was  no  fooner  freed  from  the  urine 
that  had  filled  her  bladder  to  the  quantity  of 
four  pounds,  but  the  pain  ceafed,  together  with 
the  fits,  and  was  delivered  within  three  hours 
after,  though  fhe  died  in  five  days  after,  with¬ 
out  ever  recovering  her  fenfes.  We  found  an 
ulcer  in  her  brains,  with  an  infection  of  the 
bones.  The  other  gentlewoman  feeling  ex- 
ceffive  pains  without  any  profoedt  of  a  forward 
labour,  I  evacuated  her  bladder  by  the  means 
of  a  probe,  which  done,  the  pain  ceafed  in 
three  hours,  and  five  or  fix  pains  procured  a 
happy  and  eafy  delivery. 
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Observation  XVIII. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  having  an  Ulcer 

in  her  Womb. 

SEPTEMBER  18th,  1666,  being  fen t  for 
to  a  woman  in  labour,  of  a  melancholy 
conftitution,  I  a  iked  her  how  matters  had  gone 
during  her  being  with  child ;  the  told  me, 
that  ihe  had  loft  abundance  of  blood.  I  con¬ 
veyed  my  hand  into  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
where  I  found  the  child  prefenting  itfelf  with 
the  navel  and  bread  foremoft  ;  then  advancing 
with  my  fingers  clofed  together  to  the  bottom 
of  the  womb,  I  began  to  fpread  them  again, 
feeling  with  my  whole  hand  round  the  fides  of 
the  womb  ;  wbilft  I  was  fearching  for  the  feet, 
I  felt  on  the  left  fide  a  certain  hard  fwelling  of 
the  breadth  of  the  palm  of  my  hand,  which, 
upon  a  more  exadt  fearch,  I  judged  to  be  a 
cancerous  tumour. 

Notwithstanding  this,  I  proceeded  in  my 
bufinefs,  and  taking  hold  of  the  child’s  feet, 
whilft  I  was  drawing  them  towards  me,  the 
child  turned  itfelf  5  fo  that  after  having  baptized 
the  foot  that  came  out  firft,  I  at  Sail  brought 
forth  a  luily  boy,  and  a  compleat  after-bur¬ 
then 
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then,  which  made  me  judge,  that  the  flux  of 
blood  fhe  had  fuffered  during  her  being  with 
child,  did  iflue  from  the  before-mentioned  tu¬ 
mour.  The  woman  did  very  well  during  her 
lying  in ;  I  ordered  her  for  her  diet  meat-broths, 
boiled  with  cooling  herbs,  and  to  avoid  all  falted 
and  fpiced  meats ;  and  for  the  reft,  to  take  the 
advice  of  a  good  phyfician.  But  being  unable 
to  follow  my  directions  (by  reafon  of  her  po¬ 
verty)  fhe  came  to  me  about  four  months  af¬ 
ter  her  delivery,  fo  much  altered  from  what 
file  was  before,  that  I  fcarce  knew  her,  being 
quite  reduced  to  a  fkeleton  by  the  continual 
pains  and  flooding  of  the  blood,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  remedies ;  fhe  died  foon  after.  It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  this  woman  had  been  very  ex- 
ceffive  in  her  youth  in  the  ufe  of  fait  and  fpiced 
meats,  and  drinking  of  wine,  which,  together 
with  her  natural  melancholy  difpofition,  had 
produced  the  ulcers,  and  reduced  her  to  that 
condition  in  which  fhe  died,  which  may  ferve 
as  a  warning  to  young  women  not  to  impair 
their  health  by  fuch  like  things,  and  before  all 
things  not  to  ufe  wine  but  with  moderation. 
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Observation  XIX. 

1 The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  upper  part 

of  the  Arm  for emoft. 


JANUARY  5th,  1667,  I  was  fen t  for  to 
J  a  (lift  a  woman  in  labour  in  the  New  Me- 
deric’s  ftreet,  being  the  wife  of  the  organifl  of 
that  church.  She  was  very  lick,  and  full  of 
pain  in  the  lower  region  of  the  belly  and  cir¬ 
cumjacent  parts.  I  conveyed  my  fingers  into 
the  neck  of  the  womb,  where  I  felt  the  upper 
part  of  the  child’s  arm,  which  I  endeavoured 
to  bring  backward,  but  in  vain.  In  flich  cafes 
as  thefe,  you  need  not  be  fearful  of  bringing 
your  hand  gently  within  the  womb,  to  open  the 
paffages  of  a  woman  in  fuch  a  condition,  either 
lefs  or  more,  according  as  you  find  it  requifite;  it 
being  certain  that  the  arm  of  the  child,  and  the 
hand  of  the  man-midwife  or  midwife,  both  to¬ 
gether,  do  not  take  up  fo  much  place  as  the 
fingle  head  of  a  child  ;  befides  that,  as  foon  as 
you  begin  to  draw  out  the  legs  of  the  child, 
the  arm,  which  is  without,  will  draw  back¬ 
wards  of  courfe  by  this  motion,  efpecially  if  the 
child  be  “alive ;  and  this  method  is  performed 
without  any  confiderable  trouble  to  the  woman. 

I  did 


[  8o  ] 

I  did  therefore  guide  my  hand  along  the 
child’s  arm  into  the  womb  to  the  child’s 
bread,  whence  palling  along  to  the  belly, 
thighs,  and  at  lad  to  the  feet,  I  pulled  out 
one  of  the  feet,  the  other  following  immedi¬ 
ately.  Having  baptized  the  child,  and  wrapt  a 
cloath  about  the  thighs,  I  pulled  it  forwards 
to  the  buttocks,  which  being  larger  than  ordi¬ 
nary,  duck  in  the  pafiage,  and  were  not 
brought  out  but  with  fo me  difficulty  to  the 
fhoulders :  then  it  was  I  had  occalion  for  all 
my  drength  and  {kill.  I  conveyed  my  fingers 
in  above  the  right  ffioulder,  and  draining  along 
the  arm  to  the  elbow,  I  got  it  loofe  ;  then  I 
laid  my  left  hand  upon  the  bread,  and  the 
right  on  the  neck  ;  but  this  not  anfwering  my 
expectation,  I  was  obliged  to  put  one  of  my 
fingers  into  the  child’s  mouth  to  get  the  chin 
loofe.  I  then  defired  the  woman  to  lift  up  her 
body  and  to  lie  forwards,  by  raffing  herfelf  and 
reding  upon  her  heels,  which  die  performing 
accordingly,  die  was  very  indrumentai  in  her 
delivery.  The  after-burthen  followed  wdth 
eafe,  by  pulling  part  of  the  navel-dring  only 
with  my  right,  and  winding  the  red  about  my 
fingers.  For  it  is  obfervable,  that  when  a 
man- midwife  or  midwife  are  obliged  to  turn 
a  child  in  the  womb,  they  frequently  at  the 
fame  time  loofen  the  after-burthen,  which  thus 
follows  with  eafe,  by  pulling  it  out  qrily  by  the 
navel-dring. 
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Observation  XX, 


«o 


The  Delivery  of  a  Child  prefenting  the  bin 
dermojl  Part  of  the  Ribs  foremof. 


ARCH  14th,  1667,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
woman  in  labour  in  the  old  Mint- 
ftreet,  being  lately  overturned  in  a  coach  as 
the  was  coming  home  out  of  the  country. 
Having  anointed  my  fingers  with  frefli  butter,  I 
conveyed  them  into  the  neck  of  the  womb,  to 
the  inward  orifice,  whereabouts  I  felt  the 
ribs  and  the  back-bone  of  the  child.  Here¬ 
upon  making  ufe  of  all  my  fingers,  I  did  fpread 
them  by  degrees  in  the  nature  of  a  fpeculum 
matricis,  or  womb  fcrew ;  and  thus  advanc¬ 
ing  by  degrees  within  the  womb,  along  the 
belly,  thigh  and  leg  of  the  child  to  the  foot, 
I  brought  it  out  and  baptized  it  j  but  not  being 
able  to  reach  the  other  foot,  I  pulled  out  this 
further  to  the  buttocks,  when  finding  the 
other  that  remained  within  to  be  laid  acrofs,  I 
brought  that  which  I  had  in  my  hand  back¬ 
wards,  to  deliver  the  other,  which  fucceeding 
accordingly,  I  took  both  the  legs  together, 
and  winding  them  in  a  thin  cloth,  I  pulled  out 
the  child  in  a  dired  line  to  the  (boulders ; 
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then  bringing  in  my  fingers  along  the  arm, 
I  loofened  it,  by  firft  bending,  and  then  laying 
it  clofe  along  to  the  body  ;  the  fame  I  did  with 
the  other  arm,  and  laying  my  right  hand  fiat 
to  its  bread:,  and  taking  hold  with  the  left  on 
the  neck,  defired  the  woman  to  aflift  me  with 
all  her  ftrength,  at  the  firft  pain,  to  force  the 
child  forward,  which  was  happily  accomplifhed, 
tho’  this  woman  came  before  her  time,  which 
made  alfo  the  after-burthen  flick  the  clofer  to 
the  womb,  but  I  made  fhift  to  loofen  it,  after 
the  fame  manner  as  has  been  mentioned  in  the 
beginning  of  this  treatife. 


Observation  XXL 

The  Delivery  of  a  very  large  Child,  prefent- 
ing  itfelf  with  the  Neck ,  Shoulders  and 
Collar-bone  foremojl. 

APRIL  16,  1 667, 1  was  fent  for  to  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman  living  in  the  Jew’s-ftreet.  I 
found  her  in  hard  labour,  the  child  being 
extreamly  large,  and  coming  with  the  neck, 
fhoulder  and  collar-bone  firft.  I  convey’d  my 
hand  (well  greafed)  into  the  paflage,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  bring  the  before-mentioned  parts 
back  as  far  as  I  could,  and  fo  letting  my  hand 
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Aide  gently  along  the  thighs  and  legs  to  the 
feet,  I  took  hold  of  them,  and  pulling  them 
out,  baptized  them  immediately.  Afterwards 
having  wrapt  them  up  in  a  cloth,  I  pulled 
more  forward  to  the  thighs  and  buttocks, 
which  were  lb  thick,  that  they  could  fcarce 
pafs.  Coming  to  the  fhoulders,  I  was  forced 
to  dilate  the  orifice  gently  with  my  fingers, 
and  laying  my  left  hand  upon  the  child’s 
bread:,  and  the  right  on  the  neck,  I  pulled 
with  all  the  ftrength  I  had,  but  could  not  bring 
forth  the  head,  tho’  I  put  my  fingers  alfo  in 
the  mouth  and  ears,  for  the  neck  broke  oft, 
and  the  head  remained  in  the  womb  in  fpite 
of  all  the  precaution  I  could  ufe  to  the  con¬ 
trary.  I  left  nothing  unattempted  to  lay  hold 
on  the  head  with  my  fingers,  but  in  vain.  I 
never  was  more  hardly  put  to  it  in  all  my  life 
time,  for  I  had  left  all  my  inftruments  requi- 
fite  for  fuch  a  purpofe  at  home,  fo  that  I 
was  obliged  to  defire  her  hufband  to  fetch 
them  from  my  houfe,  whilft  I  was  employed 
in  encouraging  the  gentlewoman,  and  keeping 
my  hand  without  inCermiffion  (ever  fince  the 
reparation  of  the  trunk  of  the  body  from  the 
head)  upqn  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  to  keep 
open  the  inner  orifice ;  which,  if  it  had  been 
doled  up,  it  would  have  been  quite  impoffible 
to  recover  the  head,  a  thing  which  happened 
not  long  before  to  a  man-midwife  in  the  fame 
ftreet,  to  the  deftruction  of  the  poor  wo¬ 
man  under  his  care.  This  gentlewoman  and 
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her  friends,  who  were  not  unacquainted  with 
that  accident,  were  in  a  thoufand  anxieties. 

Her  huiband  being  returned  with  the  in- 
ftruments,  I  took  fuch  a  one  as  I  judged  molt 
proper,  and  guided  the  fharp  point  along  my 
left  hand  towards  my  middle  finger,  which  I 
kept  bent,  to  prevent  the  woman  from  being 
damnify’d ;  and  thus  fixing  it  into  the  Ikull 
betwixt  the  fearn,  I  pulled  it  towards  me  with 
my  right  hand  in  a  diredt  line,  whilft  I  did  the 
fame  with  the  left,  wherewith  I  had  taken  hold 
of  the  fkin  of  that  part  of  the  neck  which  was 
left  on  the  head  ;  fo  that  tho’  this  head  was  near 
as  big  as  that  of  a  full  grown  perfon,  yet  I 
brought  it  out  entire,  without  any  further  dan¬ 
ger  to  the  child-bed  woman,  who  was  fo  well, 
that  in  ten  days  after  fhe  came  in  perfon  to 
my  houfe,  to  return  me  thanks  for  the  care 
I  had  taken  for  her  fafety,  and  when  I  check’d 
her  for  venturing  abroad  fo  foon,  fhe  anfwered, 
c£'hat  Jhe  was  very  hearty  and  well. 
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Obs  ervation  XXII. 

The  Delivery  of  a  putrifyd  Child. 

SEptember  the  25th,  1667,  I  was  called  to 
the  wife  of  the  gardener  belonging  to  Mon- 
fieurGeumont,  in  the  village  of  Villaos,  near  the 
river  Marre,  not  far  from  St.  Maur.  I  found 
her  heart-fick,  by  reafon  of  a  putrify’d  child 
fhe  carried  in  her  belly,  which  being  as  cold 
as  a  done,  I  order’d  the  women  to  rub  it 
well  with  hot  cloths.  The  woman  being  in  a 
very  dangerous  condition,  I  ordered  her  to  be 
laid  upon  her  back  crofs  the  bed,  and  having 
well  anointed  both  my  hands  with  frefh  but¬ 
ter,  and  taken  a  cloth  in  one  to  wipe  off  the 
naufeous  fcent  from  my  fingers,  I  brought  the 
other  into  the  womb,  where  I  found  the  inward 
orifice  funk  very  low,  and  the  exterior  fkin 
of  the  child  fo  rotten  all  over  the  body,  that 
it  feparated  from  the  fiefh  at  the  firft  touch. 
When  I  endeavoured  to  pufh  back  the  child 
with  my  fingers  to  make  room  for  my  hand 
to  enter  the  womb,  the  fingers  made  an  im- 
preffion  both  in  the  fkin  and  fiefh,  as  if  it  had 
been  a  piece  of  dough  or  pafte.  I  was  not  a 
.  little  afraid  that  the  fubftance  of  the  womb 
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mi glit  be  infedled  with  the  fame  putrefaction, 
and  confequently  might  be  apt  to  be  torn  ; 
which  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the  woman 
immediately,  confidering  efpecially  (he  had  for 
feven  or  eight  days  fucceffively  been  afflided 
with  mod;  violent  pains. 

After  mod;  mature  and  ferious  deliberation 
(without  which  nothing  of  this  nature  ought 
to  be  attempted)  I  conveyed  my  hand  to  the 
bottom  of  the  womb  to  find  out  the  feet ;  and 
whereas  I  ufed  feldom  to  be  above  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  in  fearch  after  them,  I  was  near 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  before  I  could  take 
■hold  of  them  with  my  right  hand,  and  pul¬ 
ling  them  gently  forward,  wrapt  a  dry  linnen 
cloth  about  them  :  but  the  whole  body  of  it 
being  rotten,  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent  its 
being  torn  in  divers  places,  and  as  I  applied 
all  my  (kill  and  care  to  bring  it  out  whole  (for 
fear  of  hurting  the  mother)  I  fpent  a  great 
deal  of  time  before  I  could  deliver  the  body, 
but  the  head  remaining  behind,  I  had  more 
work  than  before  to  bring  that  out  alfo,  being 
deftitute  of  inftruments  neceffary  for  fuch  an 
operation.  However  I  fupply’d  the  defedt  there¬ 
of  with  my  fingers,  which  I  brought  to  the 
child's  mouth,  and  fo  got  it  out ;  the  after- 
burthen  (which  was  likewife  putrify’d)  follow¬ 
ing  foon  after  j  I  ordered  her  immediately  two 
fpoonfuls  of  oil,  with  an  ounce  anih  a  half  of 
fugar,  for  want  of  frefti  butter,  which  is  a  ra¬ 
rity  among  the  poor  country  people, 


1 


[  8;  ] 

I  gave  a  flridt  charge  to  the  midwife  of  the 
village,  who  was  an  underftanding  woman,  to 
apply  to  the  child-bed  woman  twice  a  day, 
an  emollient  clyfter,  made  of  two  pounds  of 
whey,  in  which  has  been  boiled  before  the 
leaves  of  mallows,  althea,  violets,  mother¬ 
wort  and  wormwood,  adding  to  each  pound 
two  ounces  of  honey  for  that  in  the  morning; 
but  that  in  the  evening  to  be  ufed  without 
honey.  For  her  conftant  drink  I  ordered  her  a 
decoction  of  dog’s-grafs,  liquorice,  barley,  and 
the  fcolopendria.  It  is  obfervable  that  this 
woman,  before  her  delivery,  complained  of 
a  benumbednefs  in  her  right  thigh,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  bulk  and  weight  of  the  child  pref~ 
ling  on  that  fide  ;  this  1  removed  by  bathing  it 
with  oil  of  camomil,  melilot,  and  fuch  like 
emollient  remedies.  I  farther  prefcribed  her  a 
cordial  (to  be  taken  every  night,  two  hours 
alter  fhe  had  taken  her  broth)  of  fix  ounces  of 
carduus  water,  half  a  dram  of  the  confection 
of  hyacinths  without  mufk,  mixed  with  two 
ounces  of  fyrup  of  nenuphar,  to  be  taken  at 
twice.  She  alfo  made  ufe  of  the  following 
clyfters. 

Take  barley,  white  bread,  the  leaves  of  mal¬ 
lows,  violets,  lettuce,  fuccory  and  purilain, 
equal  parts ;  boil  them  in  fair  water,  apply 
the  decodtion  fometimes  with  honey,  fometimes 
without.  J 

To  allay  the  inconvenience  of  the  naufeous 
fcent,  fhe  ufed  the  decodion  of  wormwood 
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and  motherwort,  for  a  month  or  five  weeks 
after  her  delivery.  As  I  was  from  time  to 
time  inform’d  (by  letters)  of  the  conftitution 
of  her  body,  I  ordered  her  (after  the  flooding 
was  over)  to  make  ufe  of  an  injection  into  the 
privy  parts,  made  of  barley,  centaury,  worm¬ 
wood,  motherwort,  agrimony,  the  round  ari- 
ftolochy  and  confolida  roots,  and  frequently  to 
repeat  the  fame;  by  the  help  of  which  remedies 
fhe  was  reftored  to  health,  and  in  fix  weeks 
after  her  delivery,  came  no  lefs  than  three 
large  leagues  on  foot  to  return  me  thanks. 


Observation  XXIII. 

cl'he  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Belly  foremojl. 

November  the  yth,  1667,  I  was  called  to 
a  woman  in  the  fireet  of  Britain,  near 
the  Marais  du  Temple  ;  fhe  being  very  weak, 
and  the  child  coming  with  the  belly  foremoft, 
I  told  her  hufband,  That  1  mafl  endeavour  to 
turn  the  child ,  which  in  the  poftion  it  was  in  then 
could  promife  no  happy  delivery.  Thus  to  work 
I  went,  and  guiding  my  fingers  gently  along 
the  body  of  the  child  down  to  the  t  highs  and 
legs,  i  got  hold  of  the  feet,  which  I  brought 
out  in  lefs  than  three  minutes :  Having  bap¬ 
tized 


[  «9  ]' 

tized  them,  I  wrapped  about  them  a  fine  cloth, 
and  fo  pulled  out  the  child  (which  was  not 
very  big)  without  much  difficulty. 

The  woman  was  no  fooner  delivered,  but 
ffie  faid,  She  thought  herf elf  raifed from  the  dead, 
defiring  me  to  tarry  a  little  while  to  direct  the 
midwife  [who  was  none  of  the  mof  careful)  in  the 
management  of  the  child.  I  ordered  her  there¬ 
fore,  that  fire  ffiould  clean fe  the  child  with 
warm  wine  mixt  with  fome  butter,  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  white,  lilimy,  oleaginous  fubftance,  where¬ 
with  it  was  covered  all  over,  as  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  once  before.  This  done,  I  made  her  rub 
it  with  warm  dry  cloths,  and  took  care  that  a 
little  butter  ffiould  be  applied  to  the  navel, 
near  the  belly.  The  butter  is  applied  to  ha- 
ften  the  falling  off  of  the  navel-ftring,  which 
happens  commonly  four  or  five  days  after  the 
birth,  provided  you  apply  freffi  butter  every 
morning  and  evening.  But  in  cafe  you  are  de- 
ftitute  of  butter,  you  may  inftead  thereof  ufe 
oil  of  olives,  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  or  fuch  like 
emollient  medicines,  which  promote  the  fepa- 
ration  :  in  this  you  muff  dip  a  frnall  piece  of 
cloth,  which  you  muff  apply  to  the  navel- 
ffring,  as  is  mentioned  before,  which  after  the 
delivery  muff  be  confidered  as  fuperfluous,  and 
not  belonging  to  the  body. 

After  I  had  made  her  anoint  the  navel-ftring 
very  well  with  butter,  I  made  her  wind  about 
it  a  fmall  fine  cloth,  and  another  doubled  one, 
of  4  inches  breadth,  round  the  waift,  to  dole 
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up  the  navel.  It  is  the  buftnefs  of  the  nurfe 
to  fee  this  repeated  every  morning  and  evening, 
and  to  take  care  that  that  piece  of  navel-firing, 
which  is  to  fall  off,  may  not  touch  the  bare  bel¬ 
ly  of  the  child  ;  for  being  very  cold,  it  would 
create  gripes  in  the  child,  which  may  be  pre¬ 
vented  by  winding  a  dry  cloth  about  it.  Af¬ 
ter  the  navel-ftring  is  dropped  off,  you  muft  ftill 
continue  to  anoint  the  navel  with  butter,  and 
not  remove  the  double  cloth  round  the  waift 
till  fix  weeks  after,  when  it  will  fettle,  and  be 
quite  dried  up.  You  ought  alfo  to  lay  a  dou¬ 
ble  cloth  upon  the  child’s  breads  and  under 
the  armpits. 

A  midwife,  dry  or  wet  nurfe,  ought  to 
take  all  poffible  care  to  prevent  the  children 
from  crying  fiercely,  which  often  proves  the 
caufe  of  a  navel-rupture,  or  of  the  fcrotum  in 
the  boys.  You  may  fometimes  obferve  the 
fcrotum  in  the  boys  bloated  up  (after  their  birth) 
by  a  flatulent  fubftance,  which  may  be  eafily 
difpelled  by  wrapping  them  up  in  warm  cloths, 
dipped  in  warm  white  wine  or  claret,  unto 
which  you  may  add  a  little  fait,  which  renders 
it  more  efficacious  :  but  it  muft  be  applied  warm 
to  the  afieded  part.  The  child  being  dreffed, 
I  took  my  leave  of  the  good  woman,  who  ap¬ 
peared  pretty  brifk,  and  returned  me  many 
thanks  for  my  care.  At  parting  I  once  more 
recommended  the  woman  to  the  care  of  the 
midwife,  it  happening  fometimes,  that  by  feme 
unforefeen  accident  or  other,  a  woman  in 
2  child-bed 
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child-bed  is  loft  for  want  of  the  affiftance  of 
fuch  perfons  as  are  well  verfed  in  thole  mat¬ 
ters,  as  it  fell  out  with  this  woman. 

For  the  midwife  being  called  away,  a  Iked  the 
child-bed  woman,  whether  her  flooding  was  too 
much  ?  She  anfwered,  No :  and  that  floe  might 
go  about  her  bufmefs ,  floe  being  inclined  to  jleep. 
Thus  the  midwife  departed,  recommending  her 
to  the  care  of  her  mother.  After  the  woman 
had  refted  for  fome  time,  {he  told  her  mother 
That  Jhe  found  herjelf  very  fick  ;  and  the  mo¬ 
ther  not  knowing  the  caufe  thereof,  and  think¬ 
ing  to  revive  her  daughter,  gives  her  a  good 
cup  of  ftrong  broth,  which  fhe  had  no  fooner 
taken  down,  but  laying  her  head  upon  the  pil¬ 
low,  fhe  expired  immediately.  This  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  an  exceitive  flooding,  whereof  the 
mother  not  being  aware,  fhe  proved  the  in¬ 
nocent  occafion  of  her  death  ;  it  being  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  to  take  the  due  time  of  mi- 
niftring  food,  and  the  true  proportion  thereof 
upon  fuch  occafion s ;  for  the  natural  heat  be¬ 
ing  fupprefled,  the  vapours  which  rife  upwards 
are  the  occafion  that  the  patient  is  fuffocated  by 
the  quantity  of  the  food. 

There  are  two  general  caufes  of  the  death  of 
women  in  child-bed,  (as  I  have  told  before) 
viz.  When  the  flooding  is  either  too  little  or 
too  much,  ,whi©h  obtains  as  well  in  natural  as 
unnatural- births.  Midwives  of  fkili  and  experi¬ 
ence  commonly  know  how  to  obviate  thofe 
evils ;  but  the  worft  is,  that  women  for  the  moft 
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part  chufe  their  midwives  at  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  their  female  friends,  without  being  fuffi- 
ciently  convinced  of  their  abilities.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  the  dry  nurfes,  who,  tho’  for  the 
moffc  part  ignorant  enough,  yet  will  be  tamper¬ 
ing  with  the  woman  under  their  care.  Thus 
I  know  feveral  inftances  where  nurfes  have  fent 
women  in  child-bed  to  the  grave,  by  the  ex- 
ceffive  ufe  of  clyfters  ;  whereas  fuch  as  tender 
thei r  fafety,  fhould  not  admit  of  clyfters  with¬ 
out  the  advice  of  a  phyfician,  man-midwife, 
or  midwife.  Of  this  I  cannot  forbear  to  give 
you  an  inffance,  A  certain  gentlewoman  in  child¬ 
bed,  being  ordered  by  a  phyfician  of  note  to  have 
a  clyfter  applied  once  every  day  the  dry-nurfe 
perfuaded  the  woman ,  that  one  was  not  Jufjicient , 
but  that  flee  rnujl  ufe  them  more  frequently.  In 
effect ,  jhe  applied  her  feven  clyfters  a  day ,  which 
jo  weakened  the  woman ,  that  jhe  died  without  the 
lea  ft  figns  of  a  fever ,  but  fo  emaciated,  that  the 
phyfician  could  not  guefs  at  the  reafon ,  till  the 
fame  was  difcovered  after  her  death  by  the  maid , 
who  upbraided  the  nurfe ,  that  Jhe  had  told  her 
often  enough ,  She  ihould  not  apply  fo  many  clyf¬ 
ters  to  her  miftrefs ;  but  that  the  nurfe  bid  her 
Meddle  with  her  own  bufmefs,  and  that  fince 
fhe  had  been  a  nurfe  fixty  years,  fhe  would  not 
be  inftrudted  how  to  manage  thefe  matters. 

Thus  1  remember  divers  other  women  put  to 
no  final  1  inconveniences,  by  the  ignorance  of 
their  nurfes,  who  have  fomented  the  privy- 
parts  immediately  after  their  delivery  with 
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wine  and  other  aflringent  medicines,  whereby 
the  flooding  being  flopped,  the  fame  has  proved 
the  occafion  of  dangerous  diflempers,  which 
may  ferve  as  a  warning  not  to  proceed  too  rafhly 
in  thefe  cafes,  without  the  advice  of  perfons 
well  fkilled  in  their  profefiion. 


o  BSERVATION  XXIV. 

! 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Navel-firing 

JUNE  1 6th,  1668,  I  was  called  to  a  nude 
in  the  Tachary-ftreet,  who  complained  of 
violent  pains  all  over  her  belly.  I  conveyed  my 
fore-finger  into  the  neck  of  the  womb,  where 
finding  the  membranes  broken,  and  the  water 
gone,  1  felt  the  navel-firing  of  the  child  fore- 
mofl.  I  guided  my  hand  into  the  inner  orifice 
of  the  womb,  along  the  child’s  belly,  till  get¬ 
ting  hold  of  the  foot,  I  brought  it  out,  tak¬ 
ing  effectual  care,  that  the  child’s  toes  turned 
towards  the  fundament  of  the  mother,  and  the 
heels  to  the  bladder,  as  has  been  mentioned 
before. 

After  I  lad  baptized  it,  I  wrapped  a  cloth 
about  the  feet,  arid  foon  accomplifhed  the  deli¬ 
very,  the  mother  finding  herfelf  very  well  all 
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the  time  of  her  lying  in  :  but  being  with 
child  again  not  long  after,  £he  died  in- the  fourth 
month  of  her  bignefs,  the  child  being  grown 
to  the  womb. 

She  fent  for  me  about  that  time,  and  upon 
fearch  made  with  my  linger,  found  the  womb 
open,  as  if  £he  had  not  been  with  child  ;  tho’  it 

mufc  be  confefled,  that  this  is  not  always  a  ne- 
ceflary  confequence,  becaufe  the  fame  happens 
fometimes  thus  in  women.  I  remember  a  cer¬ 
tain  gentlewoman,  whofe  womb  from  the  fourth 
to  the  ninth  month  of  her  bignefs,  was  always 
fo  open,  that  it  would  eafily  admit  the  extremi¬ 
ty  of  my  finger,  but  the  orifice  was  very  thick, 
which  feems  to  contradict  what  has  been  afiert- 
ed  in  the  tenth  Obfervation,  viz.  That  during  the 
•woman1 s  being  with  child  the  womb  keeps  very  clofe , 
and  that  even  in  the  beginning  of  the  labour  of  the 
woman  ( there  mentioned)  we  found  the  inner  ori¬ 
fice  thus  clo fed  up.  However,  it  ought  to  be  taken 
notice  of,  that  the  inner  orifice  of  the  be- 
forementioned  woman  was  not  altogether  fo 
hard  as  that  of  this.  I  afked  her,  Whether  foe 
had  her  due  monthly  times  ?  She  anfwered,  Tes. 
Which  made  me  judge  the  was  not  with  child, 
which  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  all  the  men- 
midwives  and  midwives  that  either  law  or 
heard  of  her. 

Being  feized  with  a  fever,,  and  unable  to 
employ  a  phyfician,  flie  de fired  my  abidance  j 
and  becaufe  fire  complained  of  mod:  violent  pains 
in  her  bins,  I  ordered  her  to  be  let  blood  ;  but  * 
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the  pain  increafing  fo  as  that  her  life  was  dc-. 
fpaired  of,  I  recommended  her  to  the  care  of 
Mr.  Rennet,  the  vicar  of  St.  Mederic’s  parifh, 
who  having  prayed  with  her,  and  given  her 
the  facrament,  die  died  foon  after.  I  was  defired 
next  morning  by  her  daughter  to  open  her  bo¬ 
dy,  to  inveftigate  the  caufe  of  her  death  ;  but 
being  too  bufy  at  that  time,  they  fent  for  ano¬ 
ther  lurgeon,  who  opened  her  within  four 
hours  after  (he  was  expired,  (a  thing  I  (hould 
not  have  con  fen  ted  to  had  I  been  preient)  who 
found  a  child  of  four  months  old  funk  into  the 
lower  belly. 


f 

o  BSERV  ATION  XXV. 


The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Head  foremof. 

JULY  the  1 2th,  1668, 1  was  called  to  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman  living  without  St.  Anthony’s  Gate, 
whom  I  found  in  labour,  the  child  coming  with 
the  head  foremoft.  I  ordered  her  a  clyfter,  but 
the  fame  producing  no  manifeft  effedt,  I  let 
her  blood  the  next  day.  The  poor  gentlewo¬ 
man  did  drain  hard  as  often  as  the  pains  came, 
to  promote  the  *  delivery,  but  the  child  being 
very  weak,  could  not  fecond  the  endeavours  of 
the  mother.  This  made  me  defire  the  advice 
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of  a  phyfician,  and  Dr.  Moreau  being  fent  for, 
we  began  to  confult,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Bonchet  (lately  called  in),  a  noted  and  able 
furgeon  of  the  company  of  Paris,  and  an  ex¬ 
cellent  man-midwife,  what  was  to  be  done  } 
and,  after  divers  arguments,  it  was  concluded 
to  have  patience,  tho'  the  head  of  the  child 
appeared  ready  for  the  birth,  and  the  orifice  of 
the  mother  opened  to  the  bignefs  of  a  French 
crown-piece,  but  of  an  oval  figure.  But  the 
child  could  make  no  further  advances  towards 
its  delivery,  the  feveral  parts  of  the  paffage  be¬ 
ing  fo  hardened,  that  there  was  no  way  of  ex¬ 
tending  them  fufficiently  to  afford  an  opening 
for  the  child. 

We  ordered  her  a  clyfter  of  the  decoftion 
of  the  leaves  of  mallows,  althea,  violets, 
the  pellitory  of  the  wall,  of  the  flowers  of 
camomil  and  melilot,  in  a  pound  whereof 
was  diffolved  an  ounce  of  the  electuary  be- 
nediBi  laxativi,  and  three  ounces  of  honey. 
After  the  application  of  the  clyfter,  we  af¬ 
forded  her  only  eggs  for  her  food,  and  pre- 
fcribed  her  a  fecond  phlebotomy  ;  after  which 
we  gave  her  a  cordial  of  clove-gilly-flower 
water,  mixed  with  a  drachm  of  cinnamon 
water,  and  as  much  confe&ion  of  hyacinths 
without  mufk,  which  is  generally  noxious  to 
women  under  thofe  circun’iftances.  But  all 
thefe  endeavours  proved  fruitlefs, "  fhe  child 
remaining  unfortunately  fixed  in  the  inward 
orifice  of  the  womb,  the  hairy  crown  being 

plainly 


[  97  1 

plainly  difcoverable  of  the  bignels  of  a  goofe 

cgg- 

Things  remained  thus  till  the  15th  day, 
when  we  applied  another  clyller,  but  without 
any  alteration,  neither  this  nor  the  following 
16th  day.  The  17th  day  and  following  night 
die  complained  of  exceffive  pains,  and  voided 
much  water.  The  ibth  we  plainly  perceived 
that  our  patient  grew  worfe  andworlej  this 
made  us  fend  again  for  Dr.  Moreau,  to  crave 
his  aftiftance.  Fie  enquired  of  us,  {viz.  an¬ 
other  man-midwile  and  furgeon  of  our  half, 
two  midwives,  and  myfelf)  how  matters  had 
gone  for  the  la  ft  twenty-four  hours,  whereof 
having  given  him  an  exadl  account,  it  was  a- 
greed  on  all  hands,  that  the  child  muft  be  dead, 
it  being  impoffible  it  ftiould  remain  fo  long  in 
that  ftation  without  being  iuffocated ;  and 
that  therefore  the  delivery  ought  to  be  begun, 
ft  nee  the  Doftor  was  of  opinion,  that  the  wo¬ 
man  had  ftrength  enough  to  undergo  it. 

However,  (he  having  received  the  Sacra¬ 
ment,  my  brother  man-midwife,  being  the 
eldeft,  he  went  to  work,  (Mr.  Buiclat,  whom 
we  mentioned  before,  being  abfenc)  and  did 
all  that  poffibly  could  be  expected  from  a 
oerfon  well  verfed  in  his  art.  Fie  fixed  a 
nook  into  the  child’s  head,  but  not  taking 
fumcient  hold,  the  head  would  not  follow,  as 
he  hoped  it,? night  have  done,  though  he  ipent 
above  an  hour,  and  took  incredible  pains  to 
bring  it  out.  Dr.  Moreau  pitying  the  con  di- 
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tion  of  the  poor  patient,  told  him,  that  he 
being  of  a  great  age  wanted  hrength  to  per¬ 
form  fo  difficult  a  tafk,  and  therefore  he  had 
better  leave  it  to  me.  I  excufed  the  mat¬ 
ter  as  long  as  1  could,  the  patient  being  my 
intimate  acquaintance,  whom  I  knew  1  could 
not  deliver  without  great  pain  ;  but  Doctor 
Moreau  being  fufficiently  fenfible  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  and  danger  likely  to  attend  this  deli¬ 
very,  enjoined  me  pofitively  to  begin  the 
work,  which  I  did  with  my  hand  only, 
without  the  help  of  a  hook.  For  perceiving 
that  the  head  was  miferably  torn  by  the  hook, 
I  removed  gently  the  bones  of  the  head  with 
my  fingers,  for  fear  they  fhould  hurt  the  wo¬ 
man  ;  and  thus  bringing  out  the  bones  one 
after  another,  the  brains  followed  of  courfe. 
Then  I  puffied  back  the  trunk  of  the  body, 
the  fhoulders  whereof  were  fixed  in  the  inner 
orifice  of  the  womb,  without  being  able  to, 
pafs  it.  I  took  almofl  incredible  pains  to  bring 
them  backwards,  in  order  to  come  at  the  feet, 
which  fucceeding  at  laft,  I  brought  them  out, 
afterwards  the  trunk,  and  at  laft  the  after¬ 
burthen. 

Dr.  Moreau  ordered  the  woman  a  mixture 
of  fix  ounces  of  the  water  of  allelujab,  the 
juice  of  three  four  oranges,  a  drachm  of 
the  confedion  of  hyacinths  without  mufk, 
two  ounces  of  fyrup  of  lemons,  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  the  oil  of  fweet-aimonds  for  two  or 

three 
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three  dofes,  to  flrengthen  the  patient  and  pro* 
mote  the  flooding.  Two  hours  after  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  the  laft  dofe,  the  was  allowed  a  cup  of 
broth,  mixt  with  the  juice  of  two  four  oranges. 
The  two  firfl:  nights  the  had  alfo  a  clyfter  of  a 
pound  of  whey,  mixt  with  two  ounces  of  oil 
of  fweet  almonds. 

Upon  fearch  of  the  privy  paflages,  we  found 
the  fame  very  black,  fome what  mortified,  and 
in  a  manner  benumbed.  Againft  this,  we 
made  ufe  of  fea-water,  or  common  water, 
mixt  with  an  ounce  of  fait  to  a  pound,- which 
being  warm’d,  we  dipped  a  fpunge  in  it,  and 
fomented  and  rubbed  the  parts  with  it  well, 
twice  or  thrice  a  day,  which  fucceeded  fo  well 
that  we  reftored  their  natural  heat.  W e  were 
alfo  fometimes  not  lparing  in  letting  of  blood 
both  in  the  arm  and  foot,  and  in  cordials,  fuch 
as  the  waters  of  fcorzonera  and  of  carduus  equal 
parts,  adding  a  drachm  of  contention  of  hya¬ 
cinths  and  alkermes,  without  mufk,  and  two 
ounces  of  fyrup  of  lemons  to  each  pound  of  the 
waters,  to  be  taken  at  twice.  We  made  alfo 
frequent  ufe  of  clyfters,  and  after  the  firfl 
three  days  changed  our  fomentation  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing. 

Take  two  ounces  of  the  round  ariftolochy 
roots,  wafhed  leveral  times  in  white  wine, 
(which  is  thrown  away)  deep  them  afterwards 
twelve  hour,/  in  a  pint  . of  French  wine,  mixt 
with  four  ounces  of  fugar,  and  let  it  boil  to  a 
third  part. 
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With  this  we  bathed  the  patient  four  or  five 
times  a  day  with  good  fuccefs,  though  ihe  kept 
her  bed  for  three  months  after,  complaining 
continually  of  fuch  bearings  down,  as  if  fhe 
was  ready  to  be  delivered.  She  has  never  been 
with  child  fince,  though  for  the  reft  the  is  very 
healthy,  except  that  oftentimes  fhe  is  troubled 
with  the  whites,  accompanied  with  great  itch¬ 
ing,  to  allay  which,  fhe  bathes  herfelf  with 
brandy,  which  fhe  has  found  the  beft  remedy 
hitherto. 


\ 

o  BSERVATION  XXVI. 


The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  of  a  Mola, 

BEFORE  I  proceed  any  further,  I  muft 
acquaint  the  reader,  that  the  reafons  why 
thefe  obfervations  are  interrupted,  from  1668, 
till  February  1671,  was  a  lingring  ficknefs, 
which  hindered  me  from  following  my  ufual 
employment. 

The  1 6th  of  February  1671, 1  was  called  to 
a  baker’s  wife,  afthdted  with  a  violent  flux  of 
blood.  After  I  had  brought  t?v  fingers  into 
the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb,  ±  felt  a  mem¬ 
branous  fubftance  of  the  bignefs  of  a  bowl , 
fuch  as  they  ufe  in  the  pall-malls,  which  ■  I 

judged 
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judged  to  be  a  mola,  or  falfe  conception.  I 
made  ufe  of  my  fingers  to  feparate  it  from  the 
mother,  and  to  bring  it  out  in  pieces,  which 
I  did  by  degrees ;  and  the  whole  bei  g  got  out, 
the  flux  ceafed.  This  put  me  in  mind  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  paflage  in  Mr.  Viurdel’s  treatife,  wherein 
he  tells  you,  that  in  cafe  a  child  comes  with 
the  head  foremoft,  but  cannot  penetrate,  you 
may  make  a  hole  in  it  with  the  tops  of  your 
fingers,  and  fo  bring  it  out.  I  found  now  by 
experience  the  impofiibility  of  this  aflertion, 
being  forced  to  make  ufe  of  all  my  ftrength  to 
get  entrance  into  this  membranous  body  with 
the  extremity  of  my  fingers,  which  would  have 
proved  an  impofiibility  in  a  bony  head,  covered 
clofe  with  a  tough  hairy  fkin. 


Observation  XXVII. 

'The  Delivery  oj  a  Child  with  the  Face  foremojl. 

MARCH  nth,  167?,  I  was  fent  for  to 
a  fhoemaker’s  wife  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
Mederic.  Upon  fearch  I  found  the  child’s  face 
foremoft,  ftuck  faft  in  the  orifice  ;  I  anointed 
the  face  wi'n  butter  cooled  in  frefii  water,  it 
being  too  loft  before.  I  advifed  the  mother  to 
further  the  birth,  by  draining  downwards  as 
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often  as  fhe  found  the  pains  coming ;  for  with¬ 
out  thefe  all  the  endeavours  of  the  woman 
are  to  no  purpofe,  but  ferve  only  to  weaken 
her.  I  told  her,  that  we  mu  ft  let  the  child 
come  forward  in  the  fame  pofture  it  was  in, 
though  it  would  render  her  labour  both  harder 
and  more  tedious ;  yet,  that  notwithftanding 
this,  it  was  much  fafer  to  commit  the  whole  to 
the  ftrength  of  nature,  than  to  ufe  violence  or 
run  the  hazard  of  hurting  the  child’s  face, 
and  efpecially  the  eyes ;  though  notwithftand¬ 
ing  all  the  imaginable  caution,  very  few  children 
that  are  born  in  this  pofture,  come  into  the 
world  without  their  faces  bruifed :  but  that  is- 
foon  repaired  by  laying  cloths  dipped  in  wine 
and  oil  upon  it,  as  I  told  you  in  the  third  chap¬ 
ter  of  this  treatife.  This  moved  me  to  ex¬ 
pert  the  iftue  with  fome  patience,  which  proved 
very  fortunate,  the  child  being  born  without 
any  further  trouble,  or  any  of  my  affiftance, 
than  only  anointing  the  paffage  with  butter,  and 
the  mother  was  very  well. 


Obser- 
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o  BSERVATION  XXVIII. 


'The  Delivery  of  a  Child 

foremojl. 


with  the  Mouth 


JULY  the  1 2th,  1671,  I  was  called  to  a 
gentlewoman,  whom  I  found  exceffive 
weak,  and  almoft  without  pains  to  promote  the 
birth.  Having  brought  my  finger  into  the  neck, 
and  thence  into  the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb, 
I  found  the  child’s  mouth  foremoft,  which 
made  me  draw  back  my  fingers,  for  fear  of 
doing  mifchief  to  an  eye,  which  may  eafily 
happen  in  this  cafe.  I  was  willing  to  flay  for 
the  coming  of  the  pains,  but  none  appearing  in 
two  hours  time,  and  her  ftrength  abating  con- 
fiderably,  I  thought  it  beft  to  go  about  the  de¬ 
livery  of  the  woman,  who  conjured  me  almoft 
every  minute  to  help  her  of  her  burthen,  at 
any  rate,  though  it  were  by  opening  her  belly, 
the  violence  of  the  pain  the  felt  in  the  womb 
and  bladder  being  insupportable. 

I  reprefented  the  dangerous  ftate  of  her  cafe 
.  to  the  danders  by,  fhe  being  a  young  woman, 
and  the  firft  time  of  her  delivery,  which  by 
reafon  of  Uie  ftraitnefs  of  the  parts  rendered  the 
cafe  more  difficult.  They  all  agreeing  in  the 
j  H  4  fame 
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fame  opinion,  that  I  fhould  do  what  lay  in  my 
power  for  her  delivery,  and  fhe  having  taken 
care  of  her  foul,  I  flipped  my  fingers  (well  oiled) 
into  the  paffage,  endeavouring  to  move  the 
child  gently,  and  by  degrees  backwards,  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!  violence,  for  fear  of  tearing  the  in¬ 
ward  orifice,  as  it  happened  to  a  man-midwife 
of  my  acquaintance  not  long  before.  1  advanced 
with  my  fingers  by  degrees,  and  putting  one 
of  them  bent  into  the  child’s  mouth,  1  prefled 
the  under  jaw  towards  the  neck  and  collar¬ 
bone  ;  and  coming  at  laft  towards  the  forehead, 
pufhed  it  gently  from  me,  defiring  in  the  mean 
while  the  mother  not  to  prefs  down  again  ft  me, 
which  would  have  been  a  great  impediment. 
She  had  fo  much  ftedfaftnels  as  to  follow  my 
direction,  notwithftanding  the  feverity  of  the 
pain  flie  was  forced  to  fuffer,  which  proved  no 
final l  help  to  me  in  reducing  the  child  to  the 
bottom  of  the  womb. 

This  done,  1  gently  conveyed  my  fingers  a- 
long  the  child’s  body  in  fearch  of  the  feet,  and 
thefe  being  found,  I  brought  them  out  and 
baptized  them.  Afterwards  wrapping  a  cloth 
about  the  legs,  I  drew  out  the  body  as  far  as 
the  fhoulders,  and  then  taking  care  to  bring 
forth  the  arms  and  head,  the  after-burthen  then 
followed  with  eafe. 

The  woman  foon  recovered  her  ftrength  af¬ 
ter  the  delivery,  and  did  extremely  well  with¬ 
out  any  further  inconveniency,  except  that  the 
outward  orifice  of  the  womb  was  a  little  raw, 
2  or 
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or  fore,  a  thing  not  unufual  at  the  fit  ft  delivery, 
which  is  cured  eafily  by  a  fomentation  with  the 
decodtion  of  barley  and  chervil,  mixt  with  fome 
honey  of  rofes,  to  be  applied  five  or  fix  times 
a  day.  We  alfo  ordered  her  the  juice  of  two 
four  oranges,  mixed  with  oil  of  fweet- al¬ 
monds  and  fyrup  of  maiden-hair  two  ounces 
each,  the  juice  of  oranges  being  very  proficu- 
ous  in  promoting  the  flooding,  and  the  oil  and 
fyrup  anfwering  the  fame  end.  The  child 
was  born  dead. 

/ 

Observation  XXIX. 

A  Delivery  of  the  After- burthen  before  the 
Child,  which  came  with  the  head  foremojl 
after  it, 

JULY  14th,  1671,  I  was  fen  t  for  at  nine  o’ 
clock  at  night  to  a  gentlewoman  in  labour, 
lodging  at  an  attorney’s  in  the  Blind-ftreet  of 
St.  Martin’s,  near  St.  Mederic.  There  was  a 
confultation  betwixt  Dr.  Moreau,  Mr.  Bouchet, 
and  me  ;  but  the  laft  being  called  away,  left  the 
management  of  the  matter  to  me.  The  woman 
having  been  troubled  for  three  weeks  fucceffive- 
ly  with  a  violent  flux  of  blood,  was  by  this  time 
grown  fo  weak,  that  for  fear  of  the  work,  we 
advifed  her  to  take  the  facrament ;  which  done, 

1  brought 
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I  brought  my  fingers  into  the  neck  of  the 
womb,  where  the  firft  thing  I  met  with  was 
the  after-burthen,  and  the  child’s  head  be¬ 
hind  it.  I  allured  them,  that  as  the  labour  ad¬ 
vanced  the  flooding  would  ceafe,  which  hap¬ 
pened  as  I  had  foretold  ;  for  a  fierce  pain  inter¬ 
vening,  the  head  forcing  its  way  thro’  the  af¬ 
ter-burthen,  I  delivered  the  child  without 
much  trouble,  though  it  was  dead  before,  the 
woman  being  but  juft  in  the  eighth  month  of 
her  bignefs. 

After  her  delivery  fhe  was  affe&ed  with  fre¬ 
quent  fwooning  fits,  which  we  attributing  to 
iome  coagulated  clods  of  blood  remaining  in 
the  womb,  1  fearched  for  them  with  my  hand, 
but  found  none,  and  the  flooding  ceafed  foon 
after ;  the  true  caufe  of  thefe  fwooning  fits 
drawing  their  origin  from  the  great  lofs  of 
blood,  the  poor  patient  being  reduced  to  that 
degree  of  weaknefs,  that  we  expected  her 
death  every  moment,  and  therefore  durft  not 
ftir  nor  move  her.  After  having  continued 
thus  without  fenfe  or  motion  for  fome  time, 
we  at  laft  ventured  to  fhift  her  linnen,  and 
Dr.  Moreau  prefcribed  her  proper  remedies, 
and  a  convenient  diet  to  revive  and  ftrengthen 
her  fpirits.  Firft  of  all  he  ordered  her  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cordial. 

Water  of  buglofs,  allelujah  and  carduus, 
two  ounces  each;  prepared c  pe.."ls,  half  a 
drachm ;  confeftio  alkermes ,  without  muilc, 
one  drachm ;  fyrup  of  rafberries,  an  ounce 

and 
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and  a  half,  to  be  taken  by  fpoonfuls,  betwixt 
the  ufe  of  her  broth  made  of  pullets  and  veal, 
to  be  ufed  frequently,  but  a  little  at  a  time. 
She  was  alfo  ordered  a  jelly  of  hartfhorn,  to 
drengthen  the  parts  and  prevent  a  loofenefs. 
The  clyders  were  prepared  of  the  decoction  of 
lettuces,  purflain,  mallows,  althea  and  vio¬ 
let  leaves,  mixed  with  honey,  two  ounces  in 
the  morning,  but  in  the  evening  without  ho¬ 
ney.  For  her  condant  drink  the  ufed  the  de¬ 
ception  of  barley  and  liquorifh,  with  a  little 
pimpernel.  By  the  help  of  thefe  remedies  (lie 
recovered  her  health  and  drength. 

Not  long  after  I  delivered  a  gentlewoman  in 
St.  Dennis’s  dreet,  under  the  fame  circumdan- 
ces,  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Lickard,  a  famous 
phyfician,  and  deacon  of  the  faculty  of  Paris. 
This  gentlewoman  being  delivered  in  the 
eighth  month  of  her  being  with  child,  retain¬ 
ed  dill  a  mod  violent  head-ach,  occafioned  by 
the  excedive  lofs  of  blood,  which  had  brought 
her  to  death’s  door,  fo  that  fhe  received  all 
the  facraments,  but  was  redored  to  her  former 
health,  without  feeling  any  farther  inconveni- 
ency  after  her  lying-in. 


Obser- 
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Observation  XXX. 


5T he  Delivery  of  a  Monjlrous  Birth ,  being 

neither  Boy  nor  Girl. 


A  UGU ST  2d,  1671, 1  wasfent  for  in  the 
night  time  to  a  woman  in  hard  labour, 
in  the  ftreet  De  la  Mortellerie,  the  midwife, 
tho’  elfe  (kilful  enough,  being  quite  put  to  her 
wits  end  what  to  do.  Upon  fearch  I  found  the 
head  of  the  child  (which  was  dead)  {landing 
in  the  birth,  which  they  had  taken  care  to  bap¬ 
tize  ;  fo  that  now  not  being  follicitous  upon 
that  account,  all  my  care  was  to  preferve  the 
mother.  I  therefore  brought  my  fingers  gent¬ 
ly  into  the  paflage,  as  far  as  I  could  reach,  in 
order  to  bring  out  the  dead  carcafs,  but  to  my 
great  furprize,  found  the  head  disjoined  from 
the  trunk,  and  one  arm  broken,  which  oblig¬ 
ed  me  to  put  in  my  whole  hand  by  degrees, 
to  take  hold  of  fome  other  part  of  the  body. 
I  felt  a  kind  of  bladder,  not  unlike  that  of  a 
hoe,  full  of  water,  which  I  endeavoured  to 
open  with  my  fingers,  but  in  vain  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  cutting  it  with  a  hook,  abort  three  or 
four  pints  of  water  came  out  of  the  child’s 
body,  the  water  contained  in  the  membranes 
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being  voided  before,  I  now  began  to  conceive 
good  hopes  of  a  fafe  delivery  of  the  carcafs, 
which  I  encompafied  at  laft,  tho’  not  without 
great  difficulty.  I  ordered  a  draught  to  be 
made  of  the  child  before  I  opened  it ;  it  had  a 
great  tumour  in  the  lower  region  of  the  belly, 
fix  inches  and  a  half  long  from  one  fide  to  the 
other,  and  four  and  a  quarter  broad  from  the 
navel  down  to  the  groin.  It  was  fomewhat 
elevated  in  the  middle,  and  underneath  it,  to¬ 
wards  the  groin,  appeared  another  tumour, 
not  unlike  a  wart,  of  a  circular  figure,  and 
the  diameter  the  eighth  part  of  an  inch,  and 
protuberating  to  the  heighth  of  the  twelfth 
part  of  an  inch  ;  when  you  fqueezed  it,  there 
iffued  thence  fome  drops  of  water,  which  made 
us  imagine,  that  perhaps  it  might  be  an  imper- 
fe£t  member  of  a  boy.  The  navel-firing  had 
five  fixth  parts  of  an  inch  diameter,  where  it 

was  inferred  into  the  child’s  belly.  The  after- 

✓ 

burthen  appeared  natural  and  perfect ;  and  the 
woman  herielf  (notwithftanding  her  hard  la¬ 
bour)  felt  herfelf  very  well,  and  fubjedt  to 
no  more  pain  than  (he  had  been  in  her  former 
lyings  in,  which  had  been  always  eafy  enough. 
Thus  much  of  the  delivery. 

As  to  the  child,  we  began  the  opening  by  an 
incifion  put  crofs  the  belly  ;  viz.  We  fe  para  ted 
the  fkiri  from  ffie  navel  along  the  white  fireak 
that  runs  down  to  the  groin,  and  thus  proceed¬ 
ed  even  to  the  place  where  the  great  gut  ought 
to  be  placed,  to  fee  whether  it  might  lye  con¬ 
cealed 
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cealed  there,  becaufe  it  happens  fometimes, 
that  one  is  obliged  to  make  an  incifion  in  that 
part,  to  open  a  paffage  for  the  excrements ; 
but  we  could  neither  difcover  anus  nor  cods, 
nor  any  outward  genital  parts.  Then  we  made 
another  incifion  crofs  the  mufcles  of  the  bel¬ 
ly,  to  get  fight  of  the  paunch,  and  to  difcover 
if  poflible,  thereabouts  fome  of  the  outward 
parts ;  but  though  we  fearched  as  narrowly 
as  could  be,  we  found  not  the  lead;  figns  of 
an  anus ,  paffage  for  the  urine,  or  yard,  or 
womb,  or  any  other  conveyance  for  the  ex¬ 
crements  either  of  the  guts  or  bladder.  We 
obferved  alfo  the  mufcles  of  the  lower  region 
of  the  belly,  rather  of  a  membranous  than  flefhy 
fubftance,  of  a  palifh  colour,  as  if  they  had 
been  wafhed  by  the  water,  that  had  occafioned 
the  dropfy  in  this  child.  We  fearched  narrow¬ 
ly  under  the  fkin  and  the  mufcles,  where  the 
leffer  tumour  was  coherent  to  them,  whether 
it  was  not  the  yard,  but  could  not  difcover  any 
thing  like  it,  there  being  not  the  leafl  footfteps 
to  be  feen,  of  feminal  veffels,  of  the  ffones, 
paffage  of  the  urine,  or  of  the  womb,  or  any 
thing  elfe  which  might  difcover  the  lead;  diffe¬ 
rence  of  fex,  which  made  us  conjecture,  that 
the  child  not  being  able  to  difcharge  its  urine 
through  the  uf'ual  paffage,  was  feized  with 
this  dropfy,  which  alfo  led  rs  into  this  further 
fpeculation,  that  perhaps  the  urine, of  a  child 
in  the  womb  furnifhes  part  of  that  water 
which  is  voided  during  the  mother’s  travail. 

What 
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What  confirms  me  in  this  opinion,  is,  that  I  once 
delivered  a  child,  which  being  drawn  out  by  the 
feet,  and  flopping  in  the  paflage  with  its  belly, let 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  urine,  tho’  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  it  had  not  drawn  any  breath  before. 

Having  taken  a  full  view  of  every  thing 
thus  far,  we  alfo  opened  the  reft  to  infpedt 
alfo  the  interior  parts  of  the  belly.  The  firft 
thing  we  faw,  was  the  before-mentioned  large 
tumour,  being  the  bladder  itfelf  full  of  water. 
We  were  juft  opening  it,  when  perceiving  the 
great  gut,  inftead  of  its  natural  pofition,  to  be 
faftened  to,  and  terminating  into  the  bladder ; 
we  were  refolved  to  inveftigate  the  manner 
of  this  infection.  The  great  gut  appeared 
black,  by  reafon  of  the  black  excrements  ga¬ 
thered  in  the  guts  of  the  children  in  the 
womb,  and  which  are  never  difcharged  till 
after  the  birth ;  thefe  are  fometimes  fo  harden¬ 
ed  there,  that  you  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  a  little  caffia,  or 
fome  fyrups,  to  promote  their  evacuation ; 
without  which  the  child  would  be  bereaved  of 
its  nutriment.  Accordingly  opening  the  blad¬ 
der,  there  iffued  thence  about  a  pint  and  a  half 
of  clear  water,  without  any  mixture  of  the 
black  excrements;  but  preffing  the  arfe-gut 
towards  the  bladder,  a  fmall  quantity  of  them 
appeared  upon  the  bottom  of  the  bladder, which 
giving  us  ,  fufficient  occafion  to  open  that  eut 
about  an  inch  above  the  bladder,  and  to  put  a 
/tile  with  a  round  head  into  it,  the  fame  made 
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Its  way  diredly  without  any  oppofition  into  the 
opening  thro’  which  the  excrements  had  been 
Iqueezed  into  the  bladder.  The  laft  being 
quite  evacuated  did  not  fhrink  or  at  leaft  very 
little,  being  very  hard,  and  of  the  thicknefs 
of  the  eighth  part  of  an  inch,  and  of  a  whiter 
colour  than  ufual,  occafioned  according  to  our 
fentiment,  by  the  dropfy,  which  thro’  the  ura¬ 
chus  fpreading  itfelf  all  over  the  body,  caufed 
that  evacuation  of  the  Water  which  we  told 
you  iffued  from  the  body,  after  its  fir  If  opening, 
with  the  hook.  The  exterior  mufcles  were 
alfo  pale,  and  not  near  fo  red  as  the  interior 
ones.  The  head,  tho*  feparated  from  the  body, 
was  full  of  blood :  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
right  fide  of  the  bladder,  we  difcovered  certain 
fmall  Hones  joined  fo  clofely  to  its  fubftance,  that 
we  could  fcarce  get  them  loofe ;  they  extended 
in  length  the  third  part  of  an  inch,  and  in 
breadth  an  eighth  part.  The  kidneys  were 
diftinguifhed  into  feveral  partitions,  clofed  up 
in  one  membrane  or  fkin,  as  we  fee  in  the  young 
deer,  which  made  me  fufpebt,  that  out  of  each 
of  thefe  partitions,  the  urine  was  conveyed  into 
the  pelvis ,  or  bafon  of  the  kidney. 

The  liver  appeared  natural  both  in  colour 
and  fubftance ;  which  gave  me  occafion  to  ima¬ 
gine,  that  the  beforementioned  dropfy,  had  no 
other  origin,  than  the  wan«y  of  paftage  of  the 
urine,  which  being  forced  back,  djfperfed  it¬ 
felf  through  the  urachus  into  the  exterior  part 
of  the  body. 


It 
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It  is  a  vulgar  faying,  that  the  water  is  broken , 
when  the  water  i flues  from  the  womb,  tho’ 
very  improperly,  it  being  the  membranes  that 
contain  the  water,  and  are  broken  in  labour. 
We  difcovered  the  ureters  faflened  to  the  blad¬ 
der  and  kidneys,  and  looked  for  the  feminai 
veflels,  but  found  nothing  of  them,  nor  any 
other  part  belonging  to  progeneration,  nor  any 
of  the  veins  or  arteries  which  fend  their 
branches  that  way.  The  flomach  and  cawl 
appeared  natural,  and  in  their  proper  ftations,  as 
did  alfo  the  fpleen,  but  fomewhat  pale.  We 
opened  alfo  the  breaft,  and  difcovered  the  heart 
with  its  ■ pericardium ,  being  much  more  red 
than  the  mufcle  of  the  inferior  belly.  The 
lungs  were  of  their  true  colour,  without  any 
flgns  of  a  dropfy ;  and,  to  be  fhort,  all  the  other 
parts  in  the  thorax ,  or  fuperior  concavity,  had 
nothing  in  them  worth  obfervation. 

According  to  the  reckoning  of  the  mother, 
the  child  was  juft  feven  months  in  the  womb  j 
fhe  had  been  extremely  well  ever  fince  her  ly¬ 
ing-in,  and  when  Mr.  Pecquet  and  I  vifited 
her,  fhe  had  only  Ibrne  fmall  dropflcal  fymp- 
toms  in  her  legs,  wherewith  fine  was  feized 
about  three  weeks  before  her  delivery,  but  has 
been  very  well  fince. 
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Observation  XXXI. 

Delivery  of  a  Child  preferring  the  Navel- 
Stringy  the  Hand,  the  Elbow,  and  Knee. 

PRIL  the  7th,  1671,  I  was  called  to  a 


•  fruiterer’s  wife  in  Pear-tree-flreet  near 


St.  Mederic’s.  Upon  fearch  I  found  the  navel¬ 
firing,  in  the  neck  of  the  womb,  as  like  wife 
one  hand,  one  elbow,  and  one  knee,  at  the 
fame  time.  The  membranes  being  broken,  and 
the  water  gone,  the  paffages  were  very  dry, 
which  put  me  into  no  fmall  confirmation,  as 
it  often  happens  to  the  mofl  courageous  men- 
mid wives  upon  fuch  difficult  occafions.  How¬ 
ever,  I  conveyed  my  fingers  ( well  greafed  be- 1 
fore)  very  gently  into  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
and  reduced  the  navel- firing  back  as  far  as  I 
could  within  the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb, 
which  done,  I  endeavoured  to  do  the  fame  with 
the  arm,  charging  the  woman  not  to  prefs  for¬ 
ward  ;  and  this  alfo  fucceeding  according  to 
wifh,  I  pufh’d  the  knee  to  one  fide,  till  the  foot 
followed,  which  I  drew  on1-,  and  baptized.  I 
pulled  the  foot  nearer  and  nearer  to  me,  with¬ 
out  troubling  myfelf  to  look  for  the  other,  when 
my  hand  was  covered  with  the  black  excre¬ 
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merits  I  have  fpoken  of  before:  I  continued 
drawing  the  foot  towards  me  as  gently  as  I 
could,  and  the  knee  of  the  other  leg  appearing, 
I  put  it  back,  and  fo  got  hold  alfo  of  the  other 
foot.  Then  I  wrapped  each  of  them  feparately 
(for  fear  of  bruifing  them)  in  a  thin  cloth,  and 
pull’d  the  child  out  to  the  knees,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  the  thighs  and  fhoulders.  After  I  had 
loofened  them  a  little,  I  laid  my  hands  upon 
the  bread:  and  neck  (as  has  been  often  men¬ 
tioned  before)  but  the  head  duck  fo  fad,  that  I 
was  forced  to  bring  two  of  my  fingers  into  the 
child’s  mouth,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  trou¬ 
ble  to  the  help  of  the  child’s  chin,  which  duck 
to  the  uttermod  and  undermod  part  of  the 
neck  of  the  womb,  and  thus  brought  forth  a 
handfome  girl,  which  was  baptized  in  St.  Me- 
deric’s  church.  The  mother  did  fo  well,  that 
within  fix  days  after  fhe  came  into  her  fhop, 
and  declared,  That  fhe  had  fujfered  lefs  in  this., 
than  in  her  former,  tho’  natural  deliveries. 
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Observation  XXXII. 

The  Delivery  of  a,  Monftrous  Child  with  the 

'  ■  Face  foremojl. 


August  the  25  th,  1671,  1  was  rent 

for,  betwixt  ten  and  eleven  o’clock  at 
night,  to  deliver  a  woman  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
John’s.  Upon  fearch  made,  I  felt  two  fmall 
tumors,  which  I  conjecturing  to  be  the  child’s 
eyes,  I  was  very  careful  of  touching  the  fame, 
but  Aiding  along  gently  with  my  fingers  fome- 
times  on  one,  fometimes  on  the  other  fide,  I 
felt  divers  other  protuberances,  which,  upon 
Ariel  examination,  proved  to  be  on  the  hind- 
moft  part  of  the  head,  dire&ly  oppofite  to  the 
beforementioned  little  tumors.  The  head  was 
quite  fiat  at  the  top,  as  if  the  fkull  had  been 
fawed  off,  and  without  any  other  bones.  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  draw  it  out,  but  found  it  a  diffi¬ 
cult  talk ;  fo  that  finding  not  the  ieaft  fign  of 
life,  and  that  I  could  not  poffibly  manage  it 
alone  with  my  hands,  I  conveyed  with  my  fin¬ 
gers  a  firing  round  below  the  :n,  in  hopes  to 
draw  it  out  thus,  but  to  my  great  iurprize  it 
broke  in  pieces,  tho’  it  was  a  very  firong  one. 
However,  I  had  advanced  fo  far  by  the  help  of 
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the  firing,  that  I  brought  it  quite  out  not 
long  after. 

It  proved  a  ftrange  monflrous  child,  fo  that 
the  midwife,  and  others  who  faw  it,  were  highly 
•furprized  at  it.  The  head  was  no  bigger  than  a 
large  tennis-court-ball,  with  a  round  agreeable 
vifage,  but  quite  flat  on  the  top,  having  only 
a  black  fpot  inftead  of  the  fkull.  It  had  two 
ears,  on  each  fide  one,  but  lhaped  like  thofe  of 
apes,  except  that  they  did  not  fland  upright, 
but  hung  downwards,  like  dogs  ears,  and  were 
furrounded  with  a  reddifh  hair,  (like  thofe  of 
an  ox)  an  inch  and  a  half  long  :  behind  the 
ears  were  two  protuberancies  on  each  fide,  like 
the  horns  of  a  calf.  Thus  there  was  fcarce 
any  thing  of  true  human  fhape  in  the  head, 
unlefs  it  were  the  face,  which  would  have  been 
very  handfome,  had  it  not  been  for  the  eyes, 
which  were  alio  very  much  mifhaped.  It  was 
a  girl,  and  delivered  in  the  feventh  month  of 
the  mother’s  bignefs.  Afier  the  breaking  of  the 
membranes,  the  water  came  in  fuch  quantity, 
that  it  ran  through  the  bed  upon  the  floor  5 
and  after  the  bringing  out  of  the  after-burthen, 
there  followed  a  quart  more  (detained  hitherto 
among  the  membranes)  with  fuch  clods  of 
blood,  as  1  had  not  feen  for  a  confiderable  time 
before. 
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Observation  XXXIII. 


Fhe  Delivery  of  a  Woman  in  mojl  violent  Fits. 

AUGUST  21  ft,  1671,1  was  lent  for  to  a 
woman  afflicted  with  tnoft  violent  epilep¬ 
tic  fits,  living  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge  of  our 
Lady  in  St.  Med  eric’s  parifh.  At  the  defire  of 
Dr.  Mathon,  a  phyfician  of  the  faculty  of  Paris, 
to  fearch  the  woman,  I  brought  my  fingers  in¬ 
to  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  1  found  the  in¬ 
ner  orifice  opened  only  to  the  bignefs  of  a  good 
fix-pence.  Hereupon  it  was  thought  advifeable 
to  adminifter  phlebotomy  in  the  foot,  which 
being  done  accordingly  by  Mr.  Lombart,  my 
brother  burgeon,  the  fits  ceafed,  and  the  wo¬ 
man  recovered  her  fenfes,  but  within  a  minute 
they  returned  again.  By  this  time  Dr.  Moreau 
coming  to  our  affiftance,  we  went  into  a  con- 
fultation  what  was  heft  to  be  done,  the  refult 
whereof  was,  that  a  clyfier  fhould  be  applied, 
made  of  the  decodlion  of  the  emollient  herbs, 
mixt  with  half  an  ounce  of  the  eleBuariwn  bene- 
diBi laxativii,  three  ounces  cf  K°ney,  and  two 
ounces  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds  : .  after  this, 
to  let  blood  in  the  arm,  and  give  the  patient 
a  cordial  of  carduus- water,  ten  ounces  ;  of  the 

con- 
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confedtion  of  hyacinths,  a  drachm  ;  and  fyrup 
of  lemons  two  ounces,  for  two  dofes. 

But  all  thefe  remedies  not  producing  any 
confiderable  alteration,  it  was  judged  abfolute- 
ly  necelfary  to  proceed  to  the  delivery  of  .the 
woman.  Our  refolution  being  communicated 
to  her  hulband,  and  the  danger  of  his  wife, 
he  defired  that  nothing  might  be  left  undone 
that  might  contribute  towards  the  faving  of  her 
life  j  fo  I  undertook  the  talk  under  condition, 

' That  all  there  prefent  Jhould  engage  to  clear  me  of 
the  afper lions  that  might  perhaps  be  caft  upon  me^ 
in  cafe  the  woman  jhould  die  during  the  operation. 
Unto  which  they  replied,  That  as  they  looked  up¬ 
on  the  patient  as  a  dead  woman ,  it  was  abfolutely 
necejj'ary  to  undertake  the  operation ,  and  would 
therefore  bring  no  blemijh  upon  my  reputation .  So 
to  work  I  went,  and  the  poor  woman  being 
without  fenfe  or  motion,  like  a  dead  carcafs,  I 
laid  her  crofs  the  bed.  My  hands  being  very 
well  greafed  with  frefh  butter,  I  conveyed  my 
fingers  along  the  neck  of  the  womb  to  its  inner 
orifice,  which  finding  fomething  more  opened 
than  in  the  morning,  I  put  two  of  my  fingers, 
one  after  another,  into  the  inward  orifice,  and 
fo  dilating  it  by  degrees,  brought  in  the  third 
finger,  and  ftretching  further,  introduced  at  laft: 
the  fourth,  when  forming  them  in  the  lhape  of 
a  fpeculum  matricis ,  or  fcrew,  I  extended  the 
orifice  with  great  caution,  for  fear  of  bruifing 
the  parts/  till  at  laft  getting  my  hand  within 
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the  womb  (which  was  very  large )  I  found  the 
child  fwimming  within  its  membranes.  Having 
broken  them  with  my  fingers,  whilft  the  water 
was  coming  out,  I  felt  for  one  of  the  feet,  which 
falling  into  my  hand  immediately,  whilft  I  was 
feeling  for  the  other,  I  met  with  the  navel-ftring, 
which  giving  me  opportunity  to  difeover  that 
the  child  was  ftill  alive,  by  the  beating  of  the 
arteries  (or  pulfe),  I  brought  the  foot  out  im¬ 
mediately,  and  wrapping  it  in  a  cloth,  pulled 
it  more  towards  me  ;  and  moving  my  hand 
higher  up  towards  the  knee,  I  difcovered  the 
fhin-bone  of  the  other  leg,  lying  crofs  the  fir  ft 
leg,  which  I  pufhed  gently  backwards  to  get 
room  for  the  other  to  bring  it  out,  and  fo  drew 
them  out  both  together  ;  for  had  I  ufed  the 
lea  ft  violence  in  pulling  out  the  firft  leg  alone, 
I  (hould  have  broken  that  which  lay  acrofs ; 
to  prevent  which,  Angular  caution  ought  to  be 
ufed  in  fuch  like  cafes. 

Whilft  I  was  employed  in  delivering  of  the 
woman,  the  dodlors  frequently  felt  her  pulle, 
to  be  fatisfied  concerning  her  ftrength,  which 
began  to  be  very  low.  In  the  bringing  out  of 
the  feet  I  took  efpecial  care  to  keep  the  child’s 
bodv  in  a  ftrait  line,  and  to  turn  the  toes  (as 
much  as  could  be  done  towards  the  fundament 
of  the  woman  ;  though  the  fame  is  not  to 
be  effected  at  all  times,  and  that  for  two  rea- 
fons  ;  firji ,  when  the  child  is  exceeding  big ; 
and  jecondly ,  when  the  womb  is  too  fmall 
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and  clofe.  In  which  two  cafes  it  is  not  always 
feafible. 

I  brought  out  the  child  as  far  as  to  the  head, 
which  (licking  in  the  neck  cf  the  womb,  the 
mother  was  feized  with  a  moft  violent  fit,  which 
continuing  for  above  Haifa  quarter  of  an  hour, 
killed  the  child.  After  the  fit  was  over  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  all  imaginable  care,  and  now  being 
fenfible  that  no  further  harm  could  be  done  to 
the  child,  I  brought  my  fingers  into  its  mouth, 

J  O  J  O 

and  fo  pulling  by  the  under  jaw,  whiift  I  put  my 
other  hand  to  the  neck  ;  I  at  laid  accomplifh’d 
the  delivery,  but  was  forced  to  make  ufe  of  all 
my  ftrength  to  encompafs  it  ;  tho’  at  the  lame 
time  I  would  have  vou  take  this  as  a  rule  in 

,  j 

thefe  nice  operations,  that  circumfpedtion 
and  judgment  have  the  greateft  fhare  in  them. 
The  next  thing  to  be  done  was  to  bring  forth 
the  after- burthen,  which  follow’d  without  much 
trouble  as  it  happens  frequently  in  thefe  cafes, 
where  you  have  occasion  to  further  the  birth 

J 

with  your  hand  in  the  womb,  as  has  been  men¬ 
tion’d  before ;  and  fo  it  happened  with  this  wo¬ 
man,  for  tho’  the  lower  part  thereof  was  fafl- 
ned  to  the  bottom  of  the  womb  on  the  right 
fide,  yet  guiding  my  fingers  along  the  navel- 
firing,  1  loofen’d  the  fame  in  a  minute. 

All  this  while  our  patient  remained  fenfelefs, 
which  continued  above  twelve  hours  after  her 
delivery.  .The  next,  morning  having  a  little  re¬ 
covered  her  fenfes,  I  afked  her,  Whether  Jhe 
Would  be  delivered?  She  anfwer’d,  Tes.  But  when 
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I  told  her,  That  it  was  done  already,  die  de¬ 
clared,  :l  hat  free  knew  nothing  of  it  no  more  than 
of  the  jits  Jhe  had  had.  She  did  very  well  dur¬ 
ing  her  lying-in,  except  that  for  the  fir  ft  twelve 
days  die  was  fomewhat  feverifii,  but  after¬ 
wards  mended  apace,  and  was  pretty  healthy, 
tho’  this  was  her  firft  child,  and  die  had  been 
always  very  fickly  before. 


Observation  XXXIV. 

The  Delivery  of  a  puirifyd  Child , 

(fj  Eptember  5th,  1671,  I  was  called  to  a  gen- 
^  y  tlewoman,  the  wife  of  one  belonging  to 
the  king’s  houfliold,  fufpebting  herfelf  to  be 
big  with  child.  Her  midwife  being  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  file  was  not,  I  deified  they  fliould  fend 
for  Dr.  Doutee,  a  learned  phyfician  of  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  Paris,  who  alking  my  opinion,  whe¬ 
ther  I  thought  the  gentlewoman  with  child  or 
'not;  I  anfwer’d,  yes ;  and  the  Dodtor  agree¬ 
ing  in  the  fame  fentiment,  we  did  not  think  fit 
to  have  her  let  blood  in  the  foot,  which  was 
urged  by  the  midwife,  upon  fuppofition,  that 
file  was  not  with  child. 

Inftead  thereof,  Dr.  Doutee  order’d  a  pur¬ 
gation  of  the  decodtion  of  two  drachms  of 

fena' 
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fena  leaves,  mixt  with  an  ounce  of  fyrup  of 
rhubarb,  which  gave  fome  relief  for  that 
time.  But  within  a  month  after,  being  feized 
with  a  mofb  violent  pain  about  the  region  of 
the  kidneys,  and  in  the  belly,  fhe  tent  for 
another  midwife,  who  told  her,  that  the  mem¬ 
branes  appear’d  in  the  neck  of  the  womb,  of 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  penny  loaf.  According¬ 
ly  the  membranes  breaking,  and  the  water  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  midwife  aflured  her,  that  the  in¬ 
ward  orifice  of  the  womb  was  now  of  the 
bignefs  of  half  a  crown  ;  whereupon  I  being 
fent  for,  fhe  told  me,  that  fhe  believed  fhe  was 
not  with  child,  becaufe  fhe  had  had  her  regular 
monthly  courfes  ;  befides  that,  I  remembered, 
it  was  the  opinion  of  her  former  midwife,  that 
fhe  was  not  with  child. 

But  upon  fearch  having  conveyed  my  fore¬ 
finger  into  the  neck  of  the  womb,  I  found  the 
inward  orifice  very  much  funk  ;  fo  that  being 
forced  to  guide  my  finger  along  the  arfe-gut, 
I  felt  a  leg  as  far  as  to  the  knee  :  I  took  hold 
of  it  with  my  fingers,  which,  without  the  lead: 
violence,  remained  in  my  hands  torn  from  the 
body,  which  fufficiently  convinced  me,  that  the 
child  was  dead  and  putrify’d,  being  no  bigger 
than  the  thigh  of  a  large  frog. 

O  O  t> 

It  was  thought  fit  to  fend  once  more  for  Dr. 
Doutee,  who  he*ng  convinced  that  the  child 
was  dead,, advi fed,  that  it  ought  to  be  expelled. 
It  was  therefore  agreed,  that  a  clyfter  fhould 
be  applied  of  the  common  deco&ion,  in  which 
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alfo  fhould  be  boiled  one  wild  cucumber,  and 
one  coloquinth  apple,  with  the  additions  of 
ene  ounce  of  the  eleBuarium  diapheenicum. 
This  clyfter  proved  fo  fuccefsful,  that  the  en- 
fuing  pains  forced  forward  the  remaining  part 
of  the  child,  which  being  quite  putrify’d,  af¬ 
forded  a  very  naufeous  fcent.  In  cafe  the  cly- 
fler  had  not  anfwered  our  intention,  we  intend¬ 
ed  to  have  applied  a  fuppofitory  made  of  oxes 
gall  ;  we  repeated  the  lame  cl  viler,  but  with¬ 
out  any  manifeil  effed ;  Ihe  was  extremely 
weak,  occalioned  by  the  exceflive  lofs  of  blood, 
which  not  ceafing  as  yet,  I  brought  my  fingers 
in,  and  found  the  inward  orifice  very  hard 
and  inflamed.  I  did  all  I  could  to  dilate  the 
laid  orifice  (being  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick) 
and  advanced  very  far  with  mv  fingers  to 
reach  th»  after-burthen,  fuftaining  the  child’s 
belly  all  the  while  with  my  left  hand.  With  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  I  at  laid  brought  it  out, 
but  by  piece-meals,  there  remaining  ailo  a  piece 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  nut  behind,  but  being  fe- 
parated  before  from  the  womb,  the  flooding 
ceafed  ;  fo  I  let  the  patient  take  fome  reft, 
who,  by  this  exceflive  evacuation,  was  reduced 
fo  low,  that  in  cafe  it  had  not  been  flopp’d, 
as  it  was,  by  the  reparation  of  the  after-bur¬ 
then,  fire  mull  have  infallibly  died. 

I  (hewed  the  clods  of  blwxl  and  after-bur- 
then  to  Dr.  Doutee,  who  ordered  hqt  not  to  be 
difturbed  all  that  day.  The  next  day  being 
fundav,  a  clyfter  was  applied,  made  of  the 
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common  decoduon,  with  two  ounces  of  ho¬ 
ney.  About  noon  a  fetid  matter  ifluing  out 
of  the  womb,  we  applied  a  fomentation  and 
injection,  made  of  barley  and  chervil,  a  hand¬ 
ful  each.  The  next  following  night  fhe  repo  fed 
pretty  well,  without  any  fymptoms  of  a  fever, 
but  complained  of  pains  in  the  belly  and  hips, 
which  we  attributed  to  a  flatulent  humour ; 
fhe  afked  for  fome  victuals,  which  we  denied 
her,  but  fhe  made  hold  towards  evening,  at 
five  of  the  clock,  with  a  good  cup  of  broth, 
with  bread  in  it.  On  Tuefday  fhe  had  the  for¬ 
mer  clyfter  repeated,  but  we  prefcribed  ano¬ 
ther  injedion  of  the  decodion  of  wild  cucum¬ 
ber  roots  and  of  agrimony,  with  three  ounces 
in  a  quart  of  centaury  water.  We  purfued 
the  fame  method  two  days  longer,  which  re- 
flored  our  patient  fo  effedually,  that  fhe  left 
tlie  bed  in  a  few  days  after. 
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Observation  XXXV. 

' The  Delivery  of  a  Child ,  prefenting  the  upper 

Part  of  the  Thigh. 

SEptember  2  2(3,  1671,  being  Tent  for  to  a  poor 
wafiher-woman  in  the  ftreet  of  John  de 
1’Epiko  in  the  parifti  of  St.  Mederic,  I  found 
every  thing  leading  towards  a  delivery,  the 
membranes  being  broken,  and  the  water  gone. 
Notwichftanding  which  the  woman  thought  of 
nothing  but  death,  and  would  needs  fend  for 
her  confeffor,  tho’  by  the  pulfe  of  the  arteries 
of  the  navel-ftring  I  was  well  convinced  that 
the  child  was  alive.  The  child  came  with  the 
upper  part  of  the  thigh  foremoil ;  but  having 
found  means  to  bring  it  back  gradually  into  the 
womb,  I  guided  my  hand  along  the  leg  to  the 
foot,  which  I  brought  out  and  baptized  then 
wrapping  a  cloth  about  the  leg,  I  drew  it  to¬ 
wards  me  gently  to  the  thigh  and  buttock, 
when  the  other  leg  alfo  began  to  appear,  reil- 
ing  upon  the  child’s  belly.  I  pulled  dill  on 
by  the  leg  I  had  brought  out  before,  till  the 
whole  body  followed,  whence  it  <is  eafy  to 
guefs,  that  it  is  not  always  neceffary  to  put 
the  hand  into  the  womb  to  get  out  the  fe-  4 
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cond  foot,  unlefs  it  were,  that  (as  has  been 
told  before)  the  faid  leg  fhould  lie  acrofs,  in 
which  cafe  you  would  break  it,  if  you  fhould 
draw  too  ftrong  by  the  firft  foot.  But  with¬ 
out  this,  or  fuch  like  an  accident,  the  man- 
midwife  need  not  fallen  a  firing  to  the  leg, 
the  fame  being  not  to  be  done  without  great 
pain'  to  the  mother,  and  confequently  not  to 
be  put  in  practice  but  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  tho’ 
it  is  unqueftionably  more  eafy,  and  requires 
lefs  ftrength,  to  pull  a  broadifh  linnen  firing, 
than  the  leg  itfelf :  but  it  ought  to  be  obferv- 
ed,  that  this  method  is  prejudicial  both  to 
the  mother  and  child,  the  bladder  and  fome 
other  adjacent  parts  being  in  great  danger  of 
being  torn,  and  by  the  violent  pulling  the 
child’s  leg  may  be  broken,  or  the  foot  quite 
torn  off,  whereof  I  knew  fome  infiances  ;  it 
being  eafy  to  be  imagined,  that  fince  after  they 
have  faftened  the  firing  to  the  leg,  they  gene¬ 
rally  bring  it  back  into  the  womb,  to  find  out 
the  other  ;  all  which  can’t  be  done  without 
violence  and  bruifing  of  the  paffages,  all  which 
may  be  avoided,  if  you  make  ufe  only  of  your 
hands. 

After  having;  pulled  out  the  child  to  the 
fhoulders,  B found  them  fo  broad,  that  I  was 
forced  to  guide  my  hand  along  the  arm  to  the 
elbow,  and  fo  lopfening  it  and  one  of  the  fhoul- 
ders,  left  the  other  in  the  pafiage,  till  it  came 
forth  along  with  the  head,  holding  one  hand 
upon  the  breaft,  the  other  on  the  neck:  it 
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proved  a  lively  girl,  without  any  blemifh. 
The  mother  took  a  little  oil  of  olives,  and 
ufed  every  day  an  emollient  and  cooling  cly- 
Her,  which  are  very  proper  in  fuch  cafes. 


Observation  XXXVI. 


Of  a  Mifcarriage  cj  a  Fcetus  two  Months  old . 

OCTOBER  23d,  1671,  I  was  called  to  a 
gentlewoman  ready  tomifcarry  of  a  fcetus 
of  two  months  old.  I  found  it  ftili  enclofed  in 
the  membranes,  which  I  opened  at  the  defire 
of  Dr.  Pecquet  of  the  faculty  of  Montpelier. 
The  fcetus  had  the  refemblance  of  a  bee.  The 
9th  of  the  fame  month  I  faw  juft  fuch  another, 
coming  from  a  gentlewoman  of  Antwerp.  We 
perceived  a  (lender  fpeck  in  the  membrane, 
called  the  Amnios,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  good  pea, 
and  fome  (mail  veins,  terminating;  on  the  faid 
membrane.  Dr.  Pecquet  judged  it  to  be  no  na¬ 
tural  or  compleat  fcetus,  but  rather  a  monfter, 
tho’  the  navel-ftring  was  faftened  to  the  after- 
burthen,  and  the  eyes,  nofe  and  mouth  wrere 
difcernible  thro’  the  membranes.  The  mother 
did  very  well  ;  it  being  obfervable,  that  in 

J  *  O  Ci  ^  .f 

thefe  forts  of  mifcarriages,  there  is  fcarce  any 
occafion  for  a  man- midwife  or  midwife,  unlei's 
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in  cafe  of  an  exceffive  flux  of  blood  (which 
happens  fometimes)  or  that  the  after-burthen 
fhould  flay  behind. 


Observation  XXXVII. 

j The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  knee  fore - 

mofl. 

r  •  ••  -  •  V 

November  9th,  1671, 1  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  St.  Martin’s  ftreet.  The  time  of 
her  reckoning  being  not  quite  come,  I  fearched 
her,  and  finding  the  child’s  knee  foremoft, 
pufhed  it  back  to  get  hold  of  the  foot,  which  I 
pulled  out  and  baptized ;  then  wrapping  a  cloth 
about  the  leg  above  the  ankle,  I  pulled  towards 
me,  and  the  other  leg  relling  upon  the  belly, 
it  followed  with  the  buttocks,  and  the  whole 
body  afterwards,  without  much  difficulty. 

’Tis  worth  obfervation,  that  when  the  child 
comes  with  the  breech  foremoft,  there  appears 
feme  black  excrements,  called  meconium,  as  we 
told  you  before.  But  this  never  happening  till 
after  the  breaking  of  the  membranes,  and  the 
coming  out  of  the  water,  it  feems  probable, 
that  thefe  excrements  are  prefled  downwards 
by  the  breath  of  the  child,  as  foon  as  it  is  fen- 
fib!  e  of  the  circum-ambient  air.  Mr,  Viardei 
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in  his  Treadle  of  Midwifery,  fays,  *T hat  the 
appearance  of  thefe  excrements  before  the  child 
is  born,  is  an  infallible  fign  of  its  being  dead. 
But  as  I  have  frequently  experienced  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  am  of  opinion,  he  aiTerted  this  porti¬ 
on  upon  the  credit  of  fuch  authors  as  write 
much  more  than  they  have  feen  ;  whereas  it 
would  be  much  more  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  efpecially  in  fuch  cafes  as  thofe,  if  no¬ 
thing  were  publifhed  but  what  is  founded  up¬ 
on  good  and  unqueffionable  credit  and  expe¬ 
rience. 

I  drew  the  child  towards  me  to  the  armpits, 
and  having  loofened  the  arm  with  my  fingers, 
1  laid  my  left  hand  upon  the  breaft,  and  the 
right  on  the  neck,  and  fo  pulling  forward  in  a 
direbt  line,  compleated  the  delivery.  I  tied 
the  navel-ftring  two  inches  diftance  from  the 
belly,  and  once  more  two  inches  further  to¬ 
wards  the  womb-cake,  and  fo  cut  it  thro’  in 
the  middle,  as  we  have  told  vou  before.  I  took 
particular  notice  whether  any  blood  iflued  out 
of  the  extremities,  and  consequently  whether 
thefe  knots  were  well  tied,  a  thing  too  often 
negledled  by  midwives ;  which  done,  I  brought 
forth  the  after-burthen. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  the  after¬ 
burthen,  or  womb-cake  (as  the  country  wo¬ 
men  call  it)  is  oftentimes  joined  to  the  womb, 
tho’  not  always  in  the  fame  place.  ^  Nature,  as 
it  feems,  not  limiting  itfelf  to  any  certain  rule 
in  this  cafe;  fometimes  it  is  either  quite  loofe. 
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or  fcarce  joined,  when  it  follows  with  eafe  by 
the  lead:  pull  of  the  navel-ftring,  and  comes 
off  from  the  bottom  or  fides  of  the  womb,  as 
dough  does  from  a  board  well  ftrewed  with 
flower;  but  in  cafe  it  is  more  clofely  joined, 
it  is  as  troublefome  to  be  removed  thence,  as  it 
is  with  a  piece  of  dough  from  a  table,  that 
has  not  been  Are  wed  before  with  flour, 
which  mu  ft  be  brought  off  by  pieces.  Juft  thus 
it  proceeds  with  the  after-burthen  ;  and  what 
is  not  to  be  removed  from,  or  remaining  clofe 
to  the  womb,  is  generally  voided  afterwards 
with  the  flooding,  or  brought  to  a  fuppuration 
by  the  milk  fever ;  which  is  alfo  the  reafon  that 
the  flooding  has  fometimes  an  ill  feent,  without 
any  other  inconveniency  to  the  woman. 

Whence  it  is,  that  men-midwives  and  mid¬ 
wives  ought  to  act  with  circumfpedtion  in  re¬ 
ference  to  the  after-burthen ;  for  in  cafe  the 
fame  is  loofe,  it  follows  by  the  leaft  pulling  of 
the  navel-ftring;  but  in  cafe  it  is  clofely  joined 
to  the  womb,  you  muft  take  care  not  to  pull 
the  firing  with  the  leaft  violence,  for  fear  of 
inverting  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  which 
following  the  after-burthen,  would  prove  mor¬ 
tal  to  the  woman  ;  wherefore  in  tins  laft  cafe, 
it  is  the  fafeft  way  to  convey  your  hand  gent¬ 
ly  into  the  womb  and  loofen  the  after-burthen, 
which  being  dor 5-,  you  may  pull  without  any 
further  danger  or  fear. 

Some  years  ago  I  faw  an  inftance  of  this 
.kind  in  Lombard-ftreet,  where  a  gentlewoman 
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loft  her  life  thus,  by  the  ignorance  of  a  mid¬ 
wife,  who  not  minding  that  the  after-burthen 
was  clofely  faftened  to  the  womb,  and  being 
for  difpatching  the  delivery,  pulled  with  fuch 
violence  by  the  navel-ftring,  that  the  bottom 
of  the  womb  followed  the  after-burthen.  Had 
file  been  fenfible  of  the  inverfion  of  the  womb, 
and  brought  it  back  in  an  inftant  with  her 
hand,  the  poor  woman  might  ftill  have  been 
faved,  but  now  died  by  her  midwife’s  igno¬ 
rance.  I  thought  fit  to  infert  this  account  to 
ferve  as  a  warning  to  midwives,  not  to  a£t 
with  fo  much  violence,  but  rather  with  ma¬ 
ture  deliberation  and  judgment. 


Observation  XXXVIII. 


*fhe  Delivery  of  a  Woman  that  had  hurt  herfelf 
and  afterwards  died  of  the  Small  Pox . 

Ovember  ioth,  1671,  I  was  fent  for  to 


a  gentlewoman  in  the  Horfe-Market, 


She  had  had  a  fall  the  day  before  in  her  fhop, 
and  fince  that,  felt  a  continual  pain  all  over 
her  body,  tho’  Ihe  did  not  tak®  to  her  bed.  She 
had  been  with  child  about  feven  months,  and 
told  me,  that  about  two  months  before,  fhe 
tumbled  into  a  cellar,  but  without  taking 


any 
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any  harm  at  that  time,  but  now  complained  of 
a  mod  violent  pain  in  her  hips.  I  defiring 
the  advice  of  a  phyfician,  Dr.  Govet  of  the 
faculty  of  Paris  was  fent  for,  who  ordered  the 
opening  of  a  vein  in  the  arm  and  a  clyder, 
which  being  done,  and  the  lad  repeated,  but 
without  producing  any  alteration,  a  third  cly- 
der  was  prefcribed  of  the  emollient  herbs, 
with  an  ounce  of  common  fait,  three  ounces 
of  honey,  and  a  fpoonful  of  vinegar,  which 
did  very  well.  The  night  betwixt  Monday 
and  Tuefday  proved  exceflive  painful  to  the  pa¬ 
tient.  The  next  morning  the  pulfe  beating  ve¬ 
ry  quick,  fihe  was  let  blood  a  fecond  time.  But 
the  pain  continuing,  and  the  patient  imagining 
die  might  be  bruifed  within,  I  gave  her,  at  her 
requed,  a  plaider  made  of  Burgundy  pitch, 
rofin  and  wax  equal  parts,  mixed  with  a  little 
oil  of  rofes.  The  fame  oil  we  alfo  applied 
to  the  painful  part.  This  made  the  pain  move 
a  little,  which  fpreading  itfelf  all  over  the 
belly,  the  child  appeared  in  the  birth,  and 
was  delivered  with  the  next  pain,  being  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  after-burthen,  about  fix  o’clock 
in  the  evening. 

For  fome  time  after  die  complained  of  no 
pain,  but  the  fame  foon  returning  with  more 
violence  than  ever,  continued  thus  the  whole 
night,  betwixt  Tuefday  and  Wednefday ;  fo 
die  was  let  blood  a  third  time  in  the  arm, 
again  d  my  advice,  though  die  flooded  fuffi- 
.  ciently. 
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it  was  then  thought  advifeable  to  call  into 
our  confutation  Dr.  Puyion  the  elder,  the 
elded:  deacon  of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  and  a 
very  noted  phylician.  He  comforted  the  pa¬ 
tient,  telling  her,  ’That  he  hoped  Jhe  would  do 
' very  well ;  and  ordering  another  phlebotomy 
in  the  arm,  the  fame  was  performed  accord¬ 
ingly  in  the  prefence  of  the  phyficians.  The 
next  evening  {he  was  let  blood  in  the  foot, 
having  repofed  pretty  well  the  night  betwixt 
Wednefday  and  Thurfday.  That  day  and 
the  following,  fhe  was  without  either  pain  or 
fever  5  but  the  night  betwixt  Friday  and  Sa¬ 
turday,  both  returned  more  violent  than  be¬ 
fore.  However,  the  Saturday  paffed  indiffe¬ 
rently  well  with  her,  but  on  Sunday  morning 
we  difcovered  certain  puflules  like  thofe  of 
the  mealies  or  fmall-pox,  with  a  black,  or  ra¬ 
ther  purple  ring  about  her  eyes,  {hewing  the 
malignancy  of  her  diftemper,  which  was  fuch, 
that  there  appeared  a  mortificatioir  of  the 
Jlefh  in  thofe  parts  of  the  arm  and  foot  where 
fhe  had  lately  been  let  blood.  She  was  very 
bad  the  night  betwixt  Sunday  and  Monday. 
The  fever  continued,  tho*  the  pain  in  the  hips, 
which  had  been  very  vehement  hitherto,  was 
fomewhat  abated.  Another  confultation  was 
held  betwixt  the  beforementioned  phyficians  j 
the  refult  whereof  was,  1 Ikeit  there  was  no 
hopes  of  her  life.  Accordingly  Ihe  died  the 
fame  evening  about  live  o’clock. 
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Observation  XXXIX. 

\ 

The  Delivery  of  a  Woman ,  who  had  been  af¬ 
flicted  nineteen  Days  with  a  violent  Flux  of 
Blood . 

November  16th,  1671,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
gentlewoman  in  the  Areet  of  Guene- 
gand,  in  St.  Andrew’s  parifli.  I  found  her 
without  either  fenfe  or  motion,  having  been 
afflidted  with  a  violent  flux  of  blood  nineteen 
days  fucceffively,  which  was  increafed  within 
the  laft  twenty-four  hours,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
remedies  prefcribed  by  Dr.  Lickard,  phyfi- 
cian  of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  and  Dr.  de  Ter¬ 
re,  fecond  phyfician  to  the  king.  Dr.  Lickard 
had  at  his  firfl:  coming  advifed  her  immediate 
delivery,  as  the  only  means  of  preferving  her 
life,  but  the  woman  oppofed  it  as  long  as  Ihe 
had  any  fenfe  left.  Notwithftanding  which, 
Dr.  Lickard  perflfled  in  his  opinion,  telling 
the  woman,  That  in  cafe  jhe  was  not  forth¬ 
with  delivered ,  jhe  rniifl  expedl  nothing  but  pre- 
fent  death ,  giving  at  the  fame  time  this  cau¬ 
tion  to  the  ftanders  by.  That  though  he  would 
not  engage  for  her  life.,  fince  floe  had Jlaid  fo  long, 
yet  that  all  the  hopes  that  was  left ,  was  in  her 
Jpeedy  delivery . 

K  4  Accord-' 
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Accordingly  I  being  fent  for,  and  urged  to 
haften  as  much  as  poffibly  I  could,  I  under¬ 
took  the  talk,  under  condition  that  they  would 
vindicate  my  reputation  againft  the  afperfions 
that  might  be  made  in  cafe  the  woman 
fhould  die  under  my  hands ;  whereupon  Dr. 
Lickard  telling  me,  ‘That  there  would  not  be 
the  leaf  ground  for  afperjion ,  they  being  all  eye- 
witnejfes  of  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  wo¬ 
man ,  I  brought  my  fingers  into  the  pafiage, 
and  found  the  inward  orifice  quite  flopped 
up  by  the  after-burthen.  It  was  fplit  in  the 
middle  as  far  as  to  the  membranes,  which 
being  (till  entire,  and  the  water  coming  out 
afterwards,  gave  me  the  better  opportunity 
of  turning  the  child,  which  I  pulled  out  by 
the  feet,  but  dead  (by  reafon  of  the  exceffive 
flux  of  the  blood)  without  the  leaf:  violence, 
the  p aflages  being  all  very  much  relaxed,  as  it 
commonly  happens  in  all  women  affl  idled  with 
fuch  fluxes. 

Hereupon  the  patient  recovering  her  fenfes, 
every  one  began  to  conceive  hopes  of  her  life, 
but  this  lafted  not  long ;  for  fhe  no  fooner 
had  taken  a  cup  of  broth,  but  floe  fwooned 
again,  and  remained  without  fenfe  or  motion, 
but  had  frequent  convulfions,  the  certain  fore¬ 
runners  in  this,  as  well  as  all  other  fuch  like 
exceffive  evacuations  of  blood,  of  the  utmoft 
lofs  of  fpirits  and  ftrength  in  the  'patient,  as 
it  happened  in  this  woman,  who  died  not 
long  after;  wherefore,  in  fuch  cafes  as  this,  • 
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the  delivery  ought  to  be  difpatched  with  all 
poffible  fpeed,  without  which  the  woman  mull 
expeCt  nothing  but  prefen t  death.  Of  this  I 
have  feen  divers  inftances  in  the  hofpital  oi 
Paris,  where  I  officiated  as  man-midwife  ma¬ 
ny  years,  in  conjunction  with  M.  de  la  Cuiffe, 
and  Mr.  Bouchet’s  fon-in-law,  unto  whom 
I  acknowledge  myfelf  infinitely  obliged  for 
their  directions  and  good  advice  upon  many 
occafions.  And  as  the  firft  has  given  a  thou- 
fand  proofs  of  his  ability  in  this  city,  and  Mr. 
Bouchet  not  very  long  ago  in  delivering  the 
Queen  of  Poland,  fo  it  muft  be  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  that  the  public  have  fuftained  a  great  lofs 
by  the  death  of  thefe  two  great  profeffors  in 
their  art. 

But  to  return  to  our  purpofe.  The  body  of 
this  gentlewoman  was  opened  (in  the  abfence 
of  Dr.  Lickard  and  myfelf)  to  fee  whether 
there  were  not  any  mifcarriage  in  the  deli¬ 
very.  We  had,  notwithftanding  thefe  unfair 
dealings,  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  the  cen- 
fiires  of  the  envious '  world ;  a  certain  lady, 
the  wife  of  the  greateft  phyfician  of  our  age 
(though  unknown  to  me)  and  a  noted  man- 
midwife  and  furgeon  of  our  company  (who 
were  prefent)  being  entirely  fatisfied  in  our 
proceedings,  becaufe  they  found  the  womb 
entire  and  clean  in  all  its  parts,  and  all  the 
veffels  quite  exhaufied  of  blood,  by  the  long 
continued  flux  :  I  mull  confefs  myfelf  infi¬ 
nitely  obliged  to  this  lady,  who  was  pleafed 

to 
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to  give  me  fuch  fignal  proofs  of  her  humani¬ 
ty  and  impartiality,  without  which  I  might 
have  lain  under  heavy  afperfions,  there  being 
a  certain  fort  of  envious  people,  who  delight 
in  back-biting  and  reviling  every  thing,  though 
never  fo  well  performed,  if  an  unfortunate 
accident  (though  never  fo  unavoidable)  gives 
them  the  lead  occaiion  of  flandering  others: 
for  it  is  certain,  had  they  found  the  lead  par¬ 
ticle  of  coagulated  blood  in  the  inward  ori¬ 
fice  of  this  woman,  they  would  infallibly 
have  made  it  the  occafion  of  her  death,  though 
flie  had  the  pangs  of  death  upon  her  before  I 
touched  her.  This  is  therefore  the  reafon  why 
many  among  the  men-midwives  refufe  to  med¬ 
dle  with  fuch  dangerous  cafes,  though  I  can¬ 
not  approve  their  conduct,  which  being  con¬ 
trary  to  the  rules  prefcribed  by  God,  they 
ought  not  to  prefer  their  reputation  before  the 
public  good,  but  trud  to  God  Almighty’s 
protection. 


Obser- 
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Observation  XL. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Monfir  ous  Child. 

XT  OVEMBER  the  21ft,  1671, 1  was  fent 
[^1  for  to  deliver  a  woman  in  the  Oak-ftreet. 
Upon  fearch  I  found  the  child  to  prefent  its 
neck  to  the  birth ;  whereupon  I  conveyed  the 
fingers  of  my  right  hand  (well  greafed)  gently 
into  the  womb,  and  turning  the  child,  brought 
it  out  by  the  feet  (as  has  been  mentioned  before) 
as  likewife  the  after-burthen.  The  child  was 
born  dead,  and  of  a  monftrous  fhape. 

This  child  had  on  the  back  part  of  the  head 
a  kind  of  a  friar’s  cap,  of  about  four  inches  long, 
rather  roundifh  than  pointed.  The  membranes 
chorion  and  amnios  were  joined  to  the  right  fide 
of  the  head  juft  behind  the  temples,  of  the 
breadth  of  half  an  inch,  and  to  the  womb-cake 
in  its  whole  circumference.  On  the  fame  fide, 
above  and  behind  the  ear,  was  an  excrefcency 
like  a  fmall  horn,  of  the  length  of  half  an  inch, 
or  fomething  more.  On  the  other  fide  there 
was  fuch  another,  but  rifing  fomewhat  higher, 
and  betwixt  both  a  mufculous  flefb,  without 
any  appearance  of  brains. 

The 
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The  ears  were  very  large  for  a  child  of  feven 
months:  the  crown  of  the  head -very  hairy, 
the  forehead  low  and  flat,  the  eyes  clofed  up, 
and  much  mifhaped. 

The  nofe  was  exceeding  fiat ;  the  upper  lip 
fplit  to  the  nofe,  like  a  hair-lip,  which  made 
the  face  look  very  hideous,  though  the  chin 
was  natural  enough. 

The  right  arm  was  alfo  not  miuiaped,  except 
that  the  finger  next  to  the  little  one,  or  the 
third  to  begin  from  the  thumb,  was  wanting 
in  the  hand;  the  left  arm  was  fhorter  than  the 
other,  and  crooked  at  the  elbow. 

The  navel-fixing  and  after-burthen  were  as 
they  ought  to  be,  except  that  the  membranes 
were  joined  to  the  head.  Both  the  thighs  were 
natural,  but  both  the  feet  turned  with  the  toes 
backwards. 

It  is  almoft  incredible  what  flxange  varieties 
are  obferved  in  nature  in  the  procreation  of 

mankind. 


I  was  about  the  fame  time  defired  by  Mr. 
Cor  beau,  my  brother  furgeon,  to  vifit  a  woman 
who  reckoned  herfelf  two  or  three  months  with 
child,  and  had  juft  then  mifearried  of  a  certain 
fubftance  like  the  frog- feed,  but  refembling 
in  drape  our  garden  ftrawberries,  weighing  a- 
bout  three  or  four  pounds. 

Since  that  time  I  was  called  to  a  certain  gen¬ 
tlewoman  lately  come  from  London, .where  hav¬ 
ing  been  under  the  care  of  the  famous  phyfician 
and  man-midwife,  Dr.  Maumen,  (lie  had  always . 

been 
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been  told  by  him,  ‘That  Jhe  was  not  with  child , 
as  indeed  (lie  was  not.  But  living  now  in  the 
ftreet  of  Maubec,  and  being  feized  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  flux  of  blood,  I  was  fent  for,  and  upon, 
feareh  found  the  inner  orifice  of  the  womb 
open  j  I  afked  her,  Whether  fhe  had  had  any 
advice  before  ?  She  told  me,  That  Jhe  had  been 
let  blood  by  the  direBions  oj  Dr.  Merfenna ,  one  of 
the  oldeft  phyfcians  of  the  faculty  of  Paris  ■,  fince 
•which  foe  was  afiiBed  with  a  moft  violent  pain. 
There  was  a  midwife  there  before  me,  but  fhe 
having  already  done  what  fhe  could,  1  brought 
my  finger  (well  greafed  with  oil  of  fweet  al¬ 
monds)  into  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  found 
the  inner  orifice  much  inflamed,  either  by  fome 
violent  touch,  or  the  corrofivenefs  of  the  blood, 
or  by  a  {harp  clyfter  the  midwife  had  applied, 
which  often  occafions  dangerous  fymptoms. 

Advancing  with  my  finger  further  into  the 
womb,  I  felt  a  foft  fubftance  clofely  adhering 
to  the  inward  orifice,  which  I  fuppofing  to  be 
the  after-burthen,  I  feparated  the  adjoining 
parts  from  the  orifice,  without  bruifing  it,  when 
part  of  this  foft  fpungy  fubftance  breaking  off 
from  the  reft,  I  brought  out  a  piece  of  the  big- 
nefs  of  a  walnut.  And  the  pains  continuing, 
I  pulled  out  a  great  part  of  this  ftrange  fub¬ 
ftance,  which  appeared  full  of  fibres,  and  white 
bladders  full  of  water,  gliftering  like  cryftal, 
and  in  fhap#e  not  unlike  our  white  currants.  Tire 
quantity  I  brought  forth  weighed  about  two 
.pounds 5  being  in  its  fubftance  not  unlike  the 

feed 


[  *4*  I 


feed  of  frogs.  Whilft  my  right  hand  was  with¬ 
in  the  womb,  I  put  the  left  to  the  woman’s 
belly  to  pufh  the  womb  downwards,  which 
was  of  the  bulk  of  a  loaf  of  two  or  three 

kept  as  long  as 
they  could,  and  took  part  of  it  home  with  me, 
which  I  fhewed  to  Dr.  Auzon  and  others,  who 
were  much  furprized  thereat :  it  turned  after 
fome  time  to  water.  The  woman  was  very 
well  till  within  a  month  after  her  delivery,  when 
about  the  time  of  her  monthly  courfes,  fhe 
was  feized  again  with  a  flux  of  blood,  which 
was  foon  ftopt;  and  the  fame  thing  happening 
again  about  a  month  after,  we  judged  the  fame 
to  be  her  ordinary  courfes,  and  Ihe  has  been 
very  well  fince.  She  was  much  addicted  to  a 
hot  and  fpicy  diet,  which  I  did  forbid  her. 


pounds. 

I  defired  this  fubftance  to  be 
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Obs  ervation  XLL 


The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  troubled  with  a  violent 

Flux  of  Blood. 

February  the  16th,  1672,  1  was 

called  to  a  gentlewoman  in  Lombard- 
ftreet,  in  S.  James’s  parifh,  who  being  very 
big  with  child,  was  feized  with  a  violent  flux 
of  blood.  I  ordered  her  a  clyfter,  and  then 
let  her  blood  in  the  arm,  which  ftopt  the  flux 
till  the  next  day.  Uponfearch  made,  I  found 
the  inner  orifice  of  the  womb  opened  to  the 
bignefs  of  a  French  half-crown  piece.  Two 
*  days  after  the  flux  returning,  fhe  became  fo 
weak  that  I  advifed  her  to  receive  the  facra- 
ment,  which  being  performed,  and  the  confef- 
for,  her  mother,  and  hufband,  earneftly  in  treat¬ 
ing  me  to  deliver  the  child  in  order  to  its  bap- 
tifm  ;  I  laid  the  woman,  (now  without  fenfe  or 
motion)  a-crofs  the  bed,  defiring  that  no  body 
would  ifay  in  the  room,  except  the  midwife 
and  nurfe. 

Then  greafing  my  fingers  with  frefh  butter 
for  their  more  eafy  paflage,  I  brought  thofe  of 
the  right  hand  into  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
which  being  full  of  clods  of  coagulated  blood, 
I  brought  them  out  by  handfulls,  and  laid  them 

up 
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up  in  a  difh.  This  done,  I  conveyed  my  fore¬ 
finger  into  the  inward  orifice  of  the  womb,  and 
another  foon  after,  and  fo  fpreading  them  by 
degrees,  made  a  kind  of  a  fcrew  ;  and  the  in¬ 
ner  orifice  being  thus  dilated,  I  put  my  whole 
hand  into  the  womb,  where  the  firft  thing  I 
felt  was  the  after-burthen,  I  feparated  it  gent¬ 
ly  from  the  inner  orifice  into  which  it  adhered, 
and  advancing  higher  up  with  my  hand  to 
the  membranes  chorion  and  amnios ,  I  open¬ 
ed  them  with  my  fingers,  and  taking  hold  of 
the  child’s  feet,  drew  them  out  and  baptized 
them. 

Then  looking  after  the  after-burthen,  I  found 
a  piece  miffing  of  the  breadth  of  four  inches, 
which  1  no  fooner  brought  away,  but  the  wo¬ 
man  revived  in  an  inflan t,  and  told  us  herfelf, 
‘That  Jioe  felt  herfelf  pretty  well.  But  fhe  was 
no  fooner  laid  in  her  bed,  and  her  linen  changed, 
but  fhe  fell  again  into  a  fwoon  ;  I  gave  her  a 
little  wine,  but  fhe  vomited  it  up  again  with 
great  anxiety,  occaiioned  by  the  vapours  aris¬ 
ing  from  the  womb ;  after  that  fhe  began  to 
incline  to  fleeping.  I  fearched  her  once  more, 
whether  there  might  be  any  coagulated  blood 
behind,  but  found  nothing  but  a  kind  of  a  plait 
in  the  neck  of  the  womb,  which  at  firft  I  mif- 
took  for  fome  remnant  of  the  after- burthen, 
but  upon  a  more  ftritft  fearch,  found  the  fame 
to  be  a  relaxation  only  of  the  membranes  of 
the  neck  of  the  womb.  Dr.  Biendifant,  a  phy- 
fician  of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  being  called  to  my 
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affiftance  came  in  by  this  time,  when  it  was 
agreed  to  allow  the  patient  a  fmall  quantity  of 
food,  as  not  being  able  to  digefl  much  in  fo 
weak  a  condition.  The  next  day  we  found  her 
pretty  well,  and  allowed  her  a  little  wine,  fhe 
having  been  ufed  to  it  before :  but  the  Wed- 
nefday  after  difcovering  a  defluxion  upon  her 
breaft,  we  again  forbid  the  ufe  of  it.  She  was 
reftored  to  her  health  by  the  care  of  Dr. 
Biendifant. 


o  B  S  E  R  VAT  ION  XLII. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  ear  foremof. 

MARCH  the  I2th,  1672,  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  gentlewoman  in  the  Mint-ftreet  in 
St.  James’s  parifli :  upon  fearch  I  found  the  in¬ 
ner  orifice  of  the  womb  opened  to  the  bignefs  of 
a  large  French  crown-piece,  and  of  a  circular 
figure.  The  membranes  being  broken  within 
two  or  three  days,  but  not  perceiving  any  pains 
at  that  time,  I  went  home,  but  was  call’d  again 
in  a  few  hours  after.  Putting  my  finger  into 
the  pafiage,  I  found  the  inner  orifice  of  the 
womb  fufficiently  opened,  fo  that  having  anoint¬ 
ed  them  well  with  butter,  I  brought  in  my 
whole  hand  to  difcover  what  part  of  the  child 
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was  foremoft,  which  I  did,  but  with  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  it  being  no  eafy  talk  to  diftin- 
guifli  whether  the  mouth,  the  ear  or  the  breech 
is  foremoft.  Upon  which  occafion  I  will  give 
you  however  thefe  few  obfervations. 

When  the  mouth  comes  foremoft,  you  feel 
either  the  lips,  gums  or  tongue.  If  the  breech, 
you  may  difcover  it  by  the  extremity  of  the 
great  gut,  which  is  very  foft ;  but  the  fureft 
fign  is,  when  after  the  opening  of  the  mem¬ 
branes,  there  follows  black  excrements.  The 
ear  is  diftinguifh’d  by  a  certain  firm  adherency 
to  the  head,  and  its  touch  diftinguiffiable  from 
the  other  two ;  which  made  me  alfo  difcover 
at  this  time,  that  the  child  prefented  the  ear 
foremoft,  under  which  lay  the  arm. 

I  did  all  I  could  to  remove  it  thence,  without 
which  I  fhould  have  found  it  very  difficult  to 
make  room  for  my  hand  to  fearch  after  the 
feet.  The  head  was  the  next  to  the  paflage, 
but  not  being  able  to  take  hold  of  it,  I  was 
forc’d  to  let  my  hand  advance  as  deep  into  the 
womb  as  I  could,  betwixt  the  left  fide  of  the 
womb  and  the  child’s  body.  I  feparated  the 
membranes  from  the  child,  and  coming  in  reach 
of  one  of  the  buttocks,  I  follow’d  the  thigh  to 
the  leg,  which  lay  upon  the  belly  :  I  guided 
my  hand  along  this  leg  to  the  foot,  which 
I  drew  out,  tho’  the  paflage  was  very  ft r ait, 
the  mother  being  of  fo  little  a  fize,  that  fhe  ap¬ 
pear’d  not  to  be  above  twelve  years' of  age, 
and  the  child  very  lufty.  But  the  child’s  toes 
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turning  towards  the  bladder  of  the  mother,  I 
was  forced  to  bring  it  back  again  *  (for  reafons 
before  alledged,  and  therefore  not  to  be  negledt- 
ed)  and  turning  the  child*  drew  out  the  fame 
foot  again,  which  having  wrapt  in  a  thin  cloth, 
I  drew  out  to  the  thigh  without  the  lead  vio¬ 
lence  ;  then  guiding  my  fingers  along  the  thigh 
to  feel  whether  the  other  thigh  did  not  iie 
crofs  this,  1  perceived  it  was  not  fo,  but  that 
the  breech  follow’d,  and  that  the  other  thigh 
was  bent  towards  the  belly.  I  drew  the  thigh 
of  the  firffc  leg  more  and  more  towards  me, 
and  the  whole  body  followed  by  degrees,  (tho’ 
I  was  not  a  little  annoy’d  with  the  child’s  ex¬ 
crements)  as  did  alfo  the  other  leg :  then 
keeping  them  both  together,  I  pulled  out  the 
body  in  a  dircft  line,  and  after  having  clear’d 
both  the  arms,  laid  my  left  hand  flat  upon  the 
bread,  and  the  right  on  the  neck,  I  propofed 
to  compleat  the  delivery  without  any  more 
trouble  j  but  finding  the  head  to  dick  in  the 
paflage,  I  was  forced  to  convey  the  fingers  of 
my  left  hand  along  the  lowermod  part  of  the 
neck  into  the  inner  orifice  of  the  womb,  to 
difcover  what  was  the  matter  $  and  finding  the 
chin  which  duck  to  the  neck  of  the  womb  to 
be  the  obdacle,  I  brought  my  fingers  into  the 
mouth,  and  with  the  right  hand  at  the  fame 
time  giving  a  pull  to  the  neck,  I  clear’d  the 
head  and  delivered  the  child,  which  having  a 
black  flime  (like  Cafiia)  in  its  mouth,  occasion¬ 
ed  by  the  mixture  of  the  excrements)  I  did  wipe 
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it  off  immediately,  which  elfe  might  have 
choak’d  it,  but  now  breathed  very  well  to  the 
great  fatisfadlion  of  the  mother,  this  being 
the  firfl:  time  fhe  had  been  brought  to  bed  of  a 
live  child.  The  after- burthen  followed  with 
eafe,  by  pulling  it  only  with  the  navel-ftring. 
I  ordered  the  child-bed  woman  the  juice  of 
fome  four  oranges,  mixed  with  fyrrupof  maiden¬ 
hair.  And  both  Ihe  and  the  child  did  very 
well  afterwards. 


o  BSERVATIGN  XLIII. 

i The  Delivery  of  a  Child  'with  the  After-burthen 

foremojl. 

APRIL  the  7th,  1672,  I  was  called  to  a 
woman  in  St.  Mederic’s-ftreet,  being  in 
the  flxth  month  of  her  reckoning,  and  troubled 
with  a  violent  flux  of  blood.  I  told  her  im¬ 
mediately,  that  'without  being  delivered  forth¬ 
with,  foe  was  in  danger  of  her  life.  Dr.  Crefle 
a  Paris  phyfician,  was  of  the  fame  opinion, 
and  ordered  her  immediately  to  be  let  blood  j 
however  we  ftaid  a  little  to  fee  whether 
nature  would  help  itfelf,  it  happening  fome- 
times  that  fuch  flaxes  ceafe  when  the  child 
comes  to  the  birth  well  turn’d.  But  the  wo- 
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man  growing  weaker  and  weaker,  her  huf- 
band  and  friends  afked  my  opinion  once  more; 
and  I  anfwering,  that  the  delivery  of  her  was 
the  only  way  to  fave  her  life3  they  deiired  me  to 
delay  no  longer. 

Wherefore  I  brought  two  of  my  fingers  (well 
greafed  with  butter)  into  the  inner  orifice  of 
the  womb,  and  finding  the  fame  opened  to  the 
bignefs  of  a  French  half-crown  piece,  I  fpread 
my  fingers  in  the  nature  of  a  fcrew,  and  thus 
extending  it,  brought  in  my  hand,  and  felt  the 
after-burthen  foremoft.  I  feparated  the  fame 
to  open  my  way  to  the  membranes,  which  be-” 
ing  opened  the  water  came  forth,  and  I  drew 
out  the  after-burthen,  that  it  might  not  be  in 
my  way  afterwards.  Then  fearching  after  the 
child’s  feet,  I  took  hold  and  pulled  out  one, 
which  I  baptized  ;  and  wrapping  a  cloth  round 
the  foot,  I  accomplifhed  the  delivery  of  a 
daughter  of  fix  months,  after  my  ufual  method. 

Immediately  after  the  woman  recover’d  of 
her  fwooning  fits,  fhe  began  to  breath  and  fpeak, 
telling  us,  that  foe  felt  herfelf fomething  flronger. 
But  relapfed  foon  after  ;  yet  being  recovered 
again  by  the  care  of  Dr.  Crefle,  (lie  did  very  well 
afterwards.  We  applied  a  plaifter  again (l  the 
flux,  made  of  the  flower  of  gips  (ufed  by 
the  plaiflerers)  mix’d  with  the  belt  vinegar, 
laying  it  to  the  belly  above  the  womb,  and  about 
the  hips.  *The  next  day  we  prefcribed  a  cly- 
fter  of  barley  and  white  bread  boiled  together, 
•and  mix’d  with  three  ounces  of  honey  of  vio- 
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lets  j  but  the  nurfe  miftaking  the  matter,  took 
honey  of  roles  inftead  thereof ;  whence  it  is 
obvious  how  careful  women  ought  to  be  in 
drooling  their  nurfes ;  lince  by  the  mifmanage- 
ment  of  clyfters  only,  many  dangerous  fymp- 
toms  have  enfued  thro’  the  careiefsnefs  or  ig¬ 
norances  of  the  nurfes.  Wherefore  women 
ought  to  pitch  upon  fuch  nurfes  as  are  ufed  to 
attend  in  lyings- in,  and  fuch  as  they  know 
that  will  not  be  employed  in  the  fmall-pox  and 
other  infedious  diftempers,  which  thus  may  be 
communicated  to  the  woman  in  child-bed.  All 
nurfes  ought  to  be  cautious  not  to  give  any  me¬ 
dicines  to  women  in  child-bed,  without  the 
advice  of  a  phylician,  furgeon,  or  an  ex¬ 
pert  midwife  3  and  efpecially  not  to  apply 
aftringent  remedies  in  the  beginning  of  the 
flooding,  which  if  it  fucceeds  ill,  they  are  fure 
to  lay  the  blame  upon  the  man-midwife  or 
midwife.  ’Tis  but  lately  that  I  knew  fuch  an 
ignorant  and  prefumptuous  nurfe,  who  in  the 
beginning  of  the  flooding,  bathed  the  gentle¬ 
woman  under  her  care,  with  red  wine  only  ; 
which  flopping  the  flooding,  and  a  fever  eniu- 
ing,  the  patient  was  forced  to  be  let  blood  le¬ 
vs  ral  times  in  the  arm  and  foot,  and  (yet  they 
had  much  ado  to  lave  her. 
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o  BSERVATION  XLIV. 

Of  the  Delivery  of  a  Child  which  came  forth 
with  the  whole  Body  as  far  as  the  Neck ,  the 
Mother  not  being  able  to  withhold  it. 

MAY  the  1 6th,  1672,  at  ten  o'clock  at 
night  I  was  called  to  an  inftrument- 
maker’swife,  over-againft  St.  Mederic’s  church. 
The  woman  appearing  very  healthy,  told 

me,  that  jhe  had  felt  fome  pain  that  morning 
in  her  belly ,  yet  fo  as  to  be  able  to  go  about  her 
bufnefs ;  and  that  Jhe  had  borne  nine  children  in 
eight  years  time.  She  added,  That  foe  flipped 
very  well  that  evening  with  her f  amily,  but  after 
[upper  foe  defined  her  hujband  to  fetch  a  mid¬ 
wife  :  whilfl  he  was  gone ,  foe  was  jeized  with  fuch 
violent  pains  as  made  her  go  to  bed,  but  was  farce 
laid  down,  when  the  child  came  forth  with  the 
legs  foremofl  to  the  neck ,  which  together  with  the 
head,  did  flick  in  the  neck  of  the  womb . 

This  was  the  condition  the  midwife  found 
her  in,  who  delivered  the  child,  but  neglect¬ 
ed  to  take  effe&ual  care  of  the  flooding, 
which  proved  fo  excefilve,  as  threw  the  wo¬ 
man  into  a  fwooning  fit,  from  whence  the 
,  never  recovered.  Had  this  woman  taken  the 
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advice  I  gave  her  in  the  morning,  not  to  ftir 
abroad,  this  mifhap  might  have  been  prevent¬ 
ed  5  and  had  the  midwife  a&ed  with  more 
circumfpeCtion,  the  might  have  faved  the  wo¬ 
man’s  life.  ’Tis  true,  ’tis  a  midwife’s  bufi- 
nefs  to  deliver  a  child-  in  its  natural  pofition, 
but  it  is  alfo  beyond  her  reach  to  judge  of 
and  remedy  all  the  fymptoms  that  attend  de¬ 
liveries.  However,  they  have  this  for  an  ex- 
cufe,  That  they  do  what  they  are  able  to  do. 

It  were  to  be  wifh’d,  that  young  midwives 
would  have  more  regard  to  the  directions 
given  them  by  the  man-widwives  and  mid¬ 
wives  in  the  hofpitals ;  tho’  it  muft  be  confefs’d 
alfo,  that  fix  weeks,  or  three  months  (the 
time  appointed  for  their  inftruCtion)  is  not 
near  fufficient  for  a  thing  of  fo  much  moment  j 
it  being  evident,  that  even  fuch  as  have  been 
many  years  at  the  trade,  commit  fometimes 
an  error.  Th  is  may  ferve  alfo  as  a  convincing 
in  fiance,  how  careful  big-belly ’d  women  ought 
to  be  in  their  choice  of  a  man-midwife  or  mid¬ 
wife,  in  which  they  ought  not  to  rely  upon 
the  recommendation  of  their  acquaintance, 
but  upon  the  advice  of  their  phyficians. 
Had  this  woman  been  miftrefs  of  her  profef- 
lion,  the  might  have  faved  her  life.  I  was  fent 
for,  but  not  till  it  was  too  late.  I  told  the  mid¬ 
wife  her  error,  which  fhe  could  not  deny  ;  and 
putting  my  fingers  into  the  womb,  to  difeover 
the  caufe  of  her  fudden  death,  I  felt  with  the 
extremities  of  my  fingers  another  child, 

which. 
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which,  though  it  was  dead  before,  I  brought 
forth,  and  proved  a  daughter.  I  lay  this  down 
as  a  general  rule,  That  whenever  there  appears 
an  exceflive  flux  of  blood,  the  man-midwife, 
or  midwife,  muft  adfc  with  prudence  and  cir- 
cumfpedtion ;  yet  fo,  as  not  to  expedt  the  ut- 
moft  extremity,  if  it  can  be  avoided. 


o  / jiKf\ 

O  BSERVATION  XLV. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  prefenting  the  Head, 
fopped  by  the  Os  Sacrum  of  the  Mother. 

MAY  26th,  1672,  being  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  who  complained  of  a  mo  ft  violent 
pain  in  her  hips,  I  found  (upon  fearch  made) 
that  the  vaft  quantity  of  water  had  prefled 
the  membranes  below  the  paflfage.  I  admi- 
niftred  phlebotomy  to  allay  the  violence  of  the 
pain  ;  but  the  fame  increafing,  I  neverthelefs 
advifed  the  midwife  to  have  patience,  to  fee 
whether  nature  would  do  her  own  work,  ef- 
pecially  fince  it  was  the  firft  time  of  this  wo¬ 
man’s  being  with  child,  when  the  delivery  is 
always  fubjeft  to  more  difficulties  and  delays ; 
befides  that,  the  woman  was  of  a  tender 
and  bilious  conftitution,  and  lame.  Thus  I 
,  returned  home  but  about  feven  o’clock  in 
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the  evening,  the  nurfe  was  fent  to  fetch  me 
again.  She  told  me,  That  the  poor  woman  was 
in  fits ,  and  fienfielejs}  and  confiequently  in  a  dan¬ 
gerous  condition . 

I  went  immediately  and  fearched  her,  found 
the  head  forwards,  but  fixed  again  ft  the  os  fia- 
crum  of  the  mother,  who  wanted  ftrength  to 
force  the  birth  forward. 

I  conveyed  my  fingers  (well  greafed  with 
butter)  gently  into  the  paflage,  and  puftied 
the  head  backward  without  the  leaft  trouble, 
the  child  fwimming  ftiil  in  a  good  part  of  the 
water  that  was  not  voided  as  yet.  I  dilated 
the  paflage  with  my  fingers,  and  fo  advancing 
to  the  womb,  reduced  the  head  to  the  very 
bottom  of  the  womb,  though  it  before  was  got 
down  thro’  the  inner  orifice  into  the  neck  of 
the  womb  ;  then  I  fearched  for  the  feet,  and 
meeting  with  one  of  the  hands,  I  put  it  afide, 
and  coming  to  the  knees,  guided  my  hand 
along  the  leg  to  the  foot,  which  I  took  hold 
on,  and  drawing  it  out,  baptized  it. 

It  is  worth  obfervation,  that  fo  foon  as  flie 
was  delivered,  flie  recovered  out  of  her  fits, 
declaring,  That  fix  was  not  fienfible  ofi  her  la¬ 
bour.  She  did  very  well  afterwards,  there  not 
remaining  the  leaft  footfteps  of  her  fits,  ex¬ 
cept  the  marks  Are  had  given  herfelf  by  bit¬ 
in?  her  tongue.  I  leave  the  inveftigation  of 
the  true  reafon  of  thefe  fits  to  the  phyficians, 
fince  there  was  neither  any  putrefaction  in  the 
womb,  nor  a  dead  child  that  could  be  the 
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caufe  of  them.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  de¬ 
tention  of  the  urine  in  the  bladder  may  be 
the  occafion  of  this  evil ;  for  I  have  feen  di¬ 
vers  women  in  labour,  who  were  afflidted  with 
intollerable  pains,  by  the  diftention  of  the  blad¬ 
der  j  neither  could  they  be  delivered,  till  a 
probe  being  inferted  into  the  neck  of  it,  the 
bladder  was  difcharged  of  the  urine,  and  the 
pain  allayed.  The  bladder  is  a  membranous 
tender  fubftance,  having  a  ftridt  communication 
with  the  brain  and  ftomach  by  the  nerves.  The 
woman  had  her  flooding  very  regular,  and 
pafled  her  lying-in  without  any  ill  accident. 

Immediately  after  her  delivery,  we  ordered 
her  a  mixture  of  the  juice  of  three  or  four  four 
oranges,  an  ounce  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  and 
two  ounces  of  fyrup  of  maidenhair.  Two 
hours  after,  {he  had  a  cup  of  broth ;  her  tongue 
was  cured  with  honey  of  rofes,  and  a  garga- 
rifm  made  of  the  decoction  of  agrimony,  and 
the  tops  of  bramble-berry,  adding  to  each  pound 
of  this  decodtion  an  ounce  of  fyrup  of  rofes, 
and  a  drachm  of  fal  prunella,  which  had  the 
defired  effedt,  and  reftored  our  patient  to  her 
former  health.  I  need  not  mention  what 
clyfters  we  made  ufe  of,  the  fame  having  been 
repeated  often  before. 
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Observation  XL VI. 

Fhe  Delivery  of  a  Foetus  that  was  living ,  though 

only  Four  Months  old. 

JUNE  26th,  1672,  I  was  called  to  the 
wife  of  an  officer  of  iuftice,  in  the  ftreet 
Des  Arfis,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mederic.  She 
told  me,  Float  Jhe  was  in  labour ,  and  complained 
of  excejjive  pains  in  the  lower  region  of  her  belly. 
I  afked  her,  Whether  foe  had  firained  or  over¬ 
reached  herfelf?  She  told  me,  Float  a  picture  was 
fallen  upon  her  head ,  whereupon  Jhe  had  been  let 
blood ;  but  within  a  few  days  after  found  fame 
blood  and  fragments  of  fkins  ijfuing  from  the 
womb,  which  1  looked  upon  as  the  forerunners  of  a 
mifcarriage.  I  de fired  I  might  fearch  her, 
which  being  done,  by  bringing  my  fingers 
(well  greafed)  into  the  inner  orifice  of  the 
womb,  I  felt  a  hard  membranous  fubflance, 
that  would  not  give  way  to  my  fingers  ;  it 
being  then  my  judgment,  that  we  ought  not 
to  proceed  with  too  much  hafte,  I  told  the 
woman,  Fhat  floe  mujl  have  a  little  patience , 
and  that  1  hoped  all  would  prove  will  in  the 
end . 
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In  the  mean  while  I  took  particular  notice 
of  the  blood  that  came  from  her  from  time  to 
time,  and  of  her  pains,  one  whereof  being 
more  fevere  than  the  reft,  forced  out  the  be- 
forementioned  membranous  fubftance,  of  the 
bignefs  of  a  large  buftart  egg,  containing  a 
foetus  (and  the  water)  as  big  as  a  new-hatched 
chicken,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  betwixt  three 
and  four  months  old.  The  head  appeared 
blackifh,  like  coagulated  extravafated  blood. 
The  forehead,  eyes,  nofe,  mouth,  and  chin, were 
well  made.  The  arms  compleat,  and  ribs 
very  diftinguifhable.  The  manly  members 
without  defedt,  as  were  alfo  the  legs  and  feet. 
3  took  it  into  my  hand,  and  feeing  it  moved 
all  its  limbs  (though  very  faintly)  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  all  the  ftanders  by,  and  the  father  in 
particular,  I  baptized  it,  and  then  gave  it  to 
the  nurfe.  The  membrane  that  enclofed  it 
was  only  the  amnios ,  the  chorion,  with  the  af¬ 
ter-burthen,  being  left  behind  in  the  womb, 
which  I  got  thence,  but  not  without  a  great 
deal  of  trouble. 

Then  I  let  the  woman  reft  till  the  next 
day,  when  I  ordered  her  the  following  clyfter 
againft  the  after-pains. 

Take  a  pound  of  the  decodtion  of  mallows, 
violet  leaves,  lettuce,  purcelain,  and  white- 
bread  ;  add  to  it  honey  and  oil  of  fweet 
almonds,  .  three  ounces  each.  This  clyfter 
brought  forth  a  kind  of  falfe  conception,  or 
rather  fuperfoetation,  which  I  fuppofe  was  the 
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caufe  of  the  expulfion  of  the  natural  foetus, 
which  commonly  happens  about  the  fourth 
month,  it  being  a  great  rarity,  if  a  woman 
under  thofe  circumftances  holds  out  her  full 
time,  of  which  I  have  had  frequent  expe¬ 
rience. 

I  prefcribed  her  a  regular  diet,  which  pro¬ 
cured  a  favourable  flooding.  She  took  in  each 
cup  of  her  broth  the  juice  of  a  quarter  of  a 
four  orange,  a  thing  that  much  flrengthens 
and  revives  the  flomach,  and  clears  the  kid¬ 
neys  from  the  urine,  all  which  is  of  great  con- 
fequence  to  a  woman  in  child-bed. 


Ob  S  E  R  V  A  T  I  O  N  XL' VII. 

Of  a  Woman  who  /offered  an  exceffve  Lofs  of 
Blood ,  be  caufe  the  After -bur then  was  not  de¬ 
livered  in  Time. 

w  *  / 

JUNE  29th,  1672,  I  was  fent  for  to  the 
wife  of  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  who  had  loft  abundance  of  blood,  becaufe 
fhe  had  not  been  delivered  of  her  after-burthen 
in  time.  She  was  fo  exceffive  weak,  that  I 
was  doubtful  whether  I  had  beft  attempt  her 
delivery  or  not ;  but  at  the  requefl:  of  the 
curate  of  St.  John,  then  prefent,  of  her  huf- 

band’s, 
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band’s,  and  fome  other  relations,  I  undertook 
the  talk. 

I  conveyed  my  fingers  (well  greafed  with 
butter)  into  the  neck  of  the  womb,  in  or¬ 
der  to  dilate  the  inner  orifice,  pretty  well 
opened  before  by  the  delivery  of  the  child. 
I  met  with  abundance  of  clods  of  coagulated 
blood,  which  I  brought  out,  and  then  putting 
my  hand  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  womb,  I 
found  the  after-burthen  (which  was  very 
fmooth)  adhering  on  all  fides  to  it.  I  drew 
the  after-burthen  towards  me,  but  very  gently, 
and  with  great  difficulty,  by  reafon  of  the  ex- 
ceffive  drought  and  heat  of  the  inward  parts  of 
this  gentlewoman,  owing  partly  to  her  natural 
confiitution,  partly  to  the  late  flux  of  blood. 
This  was  the  reafon  I  could  not  bring  forth 
th  is  after-burthen  but  in  pieces  :  for  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  'That  in  cafe  the  fame  is  joined  to  the 
bottom  of  the  womb.,  it  is  impojjible  to  bring  it  out 
whole,  which  was  our  cafe  at  this  time.  Some 
few  remnants  being  forced  out  with  the  flood¬ 
ing,  the  woman  recovered  her  ftrength  and 
health  gradually,  by  the  care  of  Dr.  Bryar  and 
myfelf.  We  prefcribed  her  an  emollient  clyf- 
ter,  adding  to  a  pound  of  the  decodtion  a  co- 
loquinth  apple  to  be  boiled  in  it,  and  after¬ 
wards  an  ounce  of  the  eleSluarium  diaphenici , 
which  expelled  the  remnants  of  the  after-bur¬ 
then  with  the  flooding. 


Oescr-i 


o  BSERVATION  XL  VIII. 


The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Shoulder-blade 

and  Elbow  foremof . 

JULY  4th,  1672,  I  was  defired  to  come  to  a 
cook’s  wife  near  St.  Martin’s  Gate,  whom 
I  had  affifted  twice  before  in  very  difficult  la¬ 
bours.  The  child  prefented  the  fhoulder- 
blade  and  the  elbow  foremoft,  which  is  one 
of  the  mo  ft  trouble  fome  deliveries  that  well 
can  be,  which  I  alio  found  fufHciently  at  this 
time,  the  woman  being  (belides  this)  reduced 
very  low,  by  the  excelfive  evacuation  of 
blood  that  accompanied  her  labour.  I  brought 
my  hand  into  the  palfage  as  far  as  I  was 
able,  where  I  met  with  abundance  of  flime, 
and  clods  of  coagulated  blood,  and  fome 
fragments  of  the  membrane  called  amnios, 
which  was  broken  before,  and  the  water  come 
away. 

With  the  extremity  of  my  fingers  I  difcover- 
ed  the  fhoulder-blade,  or  fhoulder  of  the  child 
foremofl,  as  alfo  the  elbow,  which  I  did  not 
meddle  with  at  that  time,  but  advancing  with 
my  hand  as  gently  as  poffibly  I  could,  I  per¬ 
fectly  felt  the  before-faid  parts  that  were  fore- 

moft 
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moft,  and  had  almoft  flopped  up  the  p adage  ; 

fo  that  finding  no  further  admittance  for  my 
fingers,  I  was  obliged  to  bring  both  the  fhoulder 
and  arm  back  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  womb. 
Then  guiding  my  fingers  from  the  fhoulders 
forwards  along  the  body  of  the  child  to  the  feet, 
I  took  hold  of  the  firfl  I  met  with,  without 
troubling  myfelf  with  the  other,  and  drawing 
out  the  firfl  foot  and  baptizing  it,  wrapt  it  in 
a  thin  cloth,  and  fo  delivered  the  child. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  at  the  fame  time  I 
•  Dulled  the  firfl  foot  towards  me,  the  arm  drew 
hack,  and  the  child  turned,  fo  that  the  buttocks 
and  the  other  foot  followed  of  courfe;  and  I 
wrapped  both  the  feet  in  the  fame  cloth,  and 
with  both  my  hands  pulled  out  the  child  to  the 
fhoulders.  This  I  was  fain  to  loolen,  by  con¬ 
veying  two  of  my  fingers  along  the  arm  above 
them,  which  fucceeded  according  to  wifh;  for 
this  done,  I  laid  my  left  hand  to  the  child’s 
breafl,  and  my  right  to  the  neck,  and  rejoiced 
the  mother  with  a  lively  fon.  I  alfo  delivered 
the  after-burthen,  though  I  was  forced  to  pull 
it  out  by  pieces,  with  a  great  deal  of  circum- 
fpeCtion.  I  ordered  her  privy  parts  to  be  flop¬ 
ped  up  with  a  cloth,  and  that  fhe  fhould  be 
icept  very  quiet  for  two  or  three  days,  having 
fuffered  extremely  in  her  labour,  which  was 
very  painful,  and  by  thefe  directions  the  did 
very  well,  ^  both  in  and  after  her  lying-in. 
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Observation  XLIX. 

/  *N 

'The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Buttocks 


JULY  the  25th,  1 672,  being  called  to  a  (hoe- 
maker’s  wife,  I  found  the  child  coming 
with  the  buttocks  foremoft,  by  two  infallible 
figns.  Firft,  becaufe  I  difcovered  with  the 
extremity  of  my  fingers,  a  certain  hollownefs 
betwixt  two  foft  protuberancies,  whereas,  when 
the  head,  fhoulder,  or  knee  comes  foremoft, 
it  feels  pretty  hard  to  your  finger.  The  fecond 
was  the  black  excrements  like  caficiy  which 
ftuck  to  my  finger  ;  a  certain  fign  that  the  fun¬ 
dament  of  the  child  is  foremoft,  and  that  the 
membranes  are  broken. 

Upon  mature  deliberation  I  judged  it  beft 
to  have  patience,  and  to  endeavour  to  aid  na¬ 
ture  only  with  rendering  the  paflage  flippery, 
by  anointing  it  with  frefh  butter,  or  oil  of 
fweet  almonds  ■  the  firft  whereof,  laid  in  cold 
water,  1  made  ufe  of  upon  thisoccafion.  For 
I  lay  this  down  for  a  general  rule,  that  in  all 
births,  whether  natural  or  otherwife,  all  vio¬ 
lent  methods  ought  to  be  avoided,  as  much 
as  poiiible  can  be  5  and  in  this  cafe,  it  is  cer- 
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tain,  that  the  child’s  buttocks  will  make  their 
way  out,  as  well  as  the  head  of  the  child  in  a 
natural  birth ;  though  it  is  not  to  be  denied, 
but  that  this  proves  generally  more  difficult 
and  painful.  Whenever  I  found  the  child  pref- 
fing  forwards  by  the  pains  and  the  mother’s 
endeavours,  I  feconded  the  fame,  by  extending, 
the  parts  through  which  they  inuft  pafs,  not 
without  exceffive  pain  ;  to  eafe  which,  as  much 
as  can  be,  the  man-midwife  or  midwife  muft 
take  care  to  extend  with  the  fingers  the  out¬ 
ward  lips,  but  very  gently,  without  offering 
the  leaft  violence,  either  to  the  mother,  or  the 
child,  for  fear  of  breaking  a  leg,  or  thigh-bone. 
Thus  the  buttocks,  thighs,  legs,  and  feet  of  the 
child  being  delivered,  I  brought  out  the  head 
with  little  trouble,  yet  the  child  died  as  foon  as 
it  was  baptized,  but  the  mother  did  very  well. 
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Observation  L. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child ,  the  Head  of  which 
being  pafed>  fuck  in  the  Birth  at  the 
Shoulders. 

JULY  the  25th,  1672,  I  was  called  to  af- 
fift  a  midwife,  who  could  not  by  any  means 
(die  was  able  to  make  ufe  of)  deliver  a  gold- 
fmith’s  wife,  in  the  ftreet  of  St.  Avoye.  I  found 
the  poor  woman  in  a  defperate  condition,  the 
child’s  head  being  out,  but  the  fhoulders  flick¬ 
ing  in  the  birth,  and  the  child  being  fuffocated 
by  the  ftraitnefs  of  the  outward  orifice  of  the 
womb  :  I  endeavoured  to  bring  my  right  hand 
along  one  fide  of  the  head  and  neck  towards  the 
armpits  but  in  vain  ;  fo  that  I  was  forced  to 
lay  hold  on  the  head  with  both  my  hands,  on 
each  fide  one,  to  endeavour  to  pull  it  out  thus, 
with  main  ftrength,  which  fucceeded  at  laft, 
though  with  the  utmoft  difficulty.  Had  I  been 
called  fooner,  I  might  have  faved  the  child’s 
life,  and  encompafled  the  delivery  with  lefs 
trouble  5  for  the  child  having  flood  thus  an 
hour  in  the  birth  before  I  camer  the  privy 
parts  of  the  woman  were  much  fwelled,  by 
the  continual  and  violent  handling  of  the  mid- 
2  wife, 
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wife,  and  the  exceffive  bulk  of  the  child,  which 
I  meafured  out  of  curiolity,  in  the  prefence  of 
divers  women,  and  found  it  no  lets  than  three 
quarters  of  a  French  ell  (or  an  Englifh  yard) 
long. 

I  twifted  the  navel- firing  about  my  left  hand, 
to  ferve  for  a  guide  to  my  right,  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  womb,  where  finding  the  after¬ 
burthen  clofely  joined  to  the  fu-bftance  of  the 
womb,  I  fearched  all  about  with  my  fingers 
to  find  a  place  where  it  did  not  adhere  fo 
clofely  to  it  ;  but  not  meeting  with  any,  I 
brought  them  to  the  lower  part  of  the  after¬ 
burthen,  and  peeled  it  off  with  my  fingers 
gently  and  gradually,  like  as  the  bakers  do 
with  dough  or  pafte  ftuck  to  a  table,  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  my  fingers  being  conveyed  in  be¬ 
twixt  the  inner  orifice  of  the  womb  and  the 
after-burthen.  I  found  the  womb  much  thicker 
in  the  place  where  the  after-burthen  had  ftuck 
to  it,  which  after  it  was  once  loofened,  I 
brought  out,  by  pulling  only  the  navel-ftring 
with  my  left  hand,  and  it  weighed  betwixt 
three  and  four  pounds. 

The  mother  was  very  well  till  the  6th  day 
after  her  delivery,  when  complaining  of  ex- 
cefiive  pain  in  her  privy  parts,  I  felt,  and  upon 
fearch  made,  found  certain  hard  fwelfngs,  and 
looking  nearly  upon  them  with  a  candle,  found 
them  to  be  fmall  running  ulcers  She  at  fir  ft 

O  |  ^ 

applied  a  poultice  made  of  the/uip  of  pippins, 

.  and  the  unguent  of  populevn ;  but  that  not 
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anfwering  my  expectation,  I  defired  Mr.  Ge- 
jcow,  my  brother  furgeon,  to  apply  fome  leeches 
to  them.  He  alfo  opened  her  a  vein,  and  af¬ 
ter  the  flooding  ceafed,  (he  did  very  well.  The 
child  was  loft  through  the  want  of  ftrength  or 
knowledge  of  the  midwife,  which  may  lerve 
as  another  convincing  inftance,  that  in  fuch  like 
deliveries,  the  man-midwife  or  midwife  ought 
not  to  want  either  refolution  or  conduit 


Observation  LI. 


fhe  Delivery  of  a  Woman  reduced  to  the  utmojl 
Danger  of  her  Lifei  by  a  tnojl  violent  Flux 
of  Blood. 


UGUST  the  24th,  1672,  I  was  fent 


for  in  Shoemaker’s  ftreet,  to  the  wife  of 


one  of  my  brother  furgeons,  being  in  moft 
imminent  danger  of  her  life,  by  reafon  of  a 
moft  violent  flux  of  blood,  which  had  fo  ex- 
haufted  her  ftrength,  that  no  lefs  than  four 
of  the  m-ift  noted  phyficians  of  Paris,  viz. 
Dr.  Kikebetf}  Dr.  De  Merienne,  Dr.  Akakia, 
and  Dr.  Brice-,  required  her  to  take  all  the 
Sacraments;  \Vftch  being  done,  they  defired 
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me  to  endeavour  her  delivery,  as  the  only 
means  ( next  to  God )  to  fave  the  woman’s 
life. 

Accordingly  fearching  with  my  fingers 
(well  greafed  with  oil)  to  the  inner  orifice 
of  the  womb,  I  found  it  open  to  the  bignefs 
of  two  thirds  of  an  inch  diameter  ;  which 
being  told  to  the  phyficians,  they  deb  red  me 
to  proceed,  and  to  endeavour  the  dilatation 
of  the  opening,  in  order  to  deliver  the  wo¬ 
man.  I  made  hard  fhift  to  convey  my  three 
middlemoft  fingers,  one  after  another,  into 
the  orifice,  which  being  fomewhat  more  ex¬ 
tended,  I  brought  in  alfo  my  thumb  and  lit¬ 
tle  finger,  and  fo  with  all  my  fingers  made 
a  kind  of  fpeculum  matricis ,  or  fcrew,  by 
fpreading  them  by  degrees,  till  the  orifice 
being  extended  fufficientiy  to  admit  my  hand, 
I  brought  it  to  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  and 
at  its  entrance  found  the  after-burthen  placed 
juft  before  and  quite  a-crofs  the  whole  inner 
orifice,  which  had  actually  been  the  occafion 
of  the  flux  of  blood  :  for,  by  the  opening 
of  the  orifice,  the  faid  after-burthen,  then 
being  loofened  from  that  part  where  it  ad¬ 
hered  to  before,  and  the  veffels  containing 
the  blood  torn  and  opened,  produced  this 
flooding,  which  fometimes  is  fo  exceflive,  as 
proves  fatal  to  the  woman,  unlefs  it  be  fpeedily 
prevented. 

Having  feparated  the  after-burthen,  I  con¬ 
veyed  my  fingers  to  the  innermoft  part  of  the 

M  a.  womb 
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womb  backwards,  where  meeting  with  the 
membranes  not  as  yet  broken,  I  opened  or 
pinched  them  through  with  my  fingers,  and  the 
water  bluing  forth  (notwithftanding  my  fin¬ 
gers  being  in  the  way)  this  gave  me  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  find  the  feet,  one  whereof  I  took 
hold  on,  brought  it  out  and  baptized  it.  Then 
wrapping  the  foot  in  a  cloth,  I  drew  out  the 
leg  to  the  buttock,  and  examining  in  what 
fiation  the  other  leg  was,  I  found  it  bent  up¬ 
on  the  belly ;  for  in  cafe  it  had  been  turned 
backwards,  I  fhould  have  been  neceffitated  to 
pufh  back  the  buttocks  to  bring  it  out,  with¬ 
out  which  precaution  it  would  be  in  danger 
of  being  broken  ;  but  now  being  fatisfied  of 
its  pofition,  I  pulied  ftoutly  towards  me,  and 
brought  forth  the  whole  body  to  the  fhoul- 
ders,  and  then  putting  my  left  hand  to  the 
bread,  and  the  right  to  the  neck,  the  child 
followed,  though  in  a  very  weak  condition, 
partly  by  reafon  of  the  great  lofs  of  blood  of  the 
mother,  partly  of  the  narrownefs  of  the  paf- 
fage,  which  in  thofe  non-natural  births  are  ne¬ 
ver  fo  open  as  in  the  natural  ones ;  befides, 
that,  in  thefe  tedious  labours  they  are  apt  to 
fwell,  which  occafions  great  trouble  to  the 
man-midwife  and  midwife,  and  exceffive  pains 
to  the  woman,  much  beyond  what  is  found 
in  natural  births.  The  after-burthen  being 

fepa  rated  before,  followed  without  much 

trouble.  The  father  (my  brother  furgeon) 

did  not  imagine  the  child  could  be  born  alive’; 

'  ‘  but 
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but  I  ordered  the  midwife  (immediately  after 
its  delivery)  to  lay  it  before  the  fire,  and  to 
put  the  after-burthen,  with  the  firing  remain¬ 
ing  to  the  child’s  navel,  in  a  pan  with  wine, 
and  keep  it  warm  over  the  fire;  we  alfo 
fpouted  fome  of  the  befi  wine  in  his  eyes, 
nofe,  ears,  and  other  parts  of  the  face ;  we 
wrapt  it  up  all  over  in  cloaths  dipped  in  warm 
wine,  which  we  changed  fo  foon  as  they  be¬ 
gan  to  cool ;  we  alfo  held  bruifed  onions  to 
the  nofe  and  mouth,  by  which' means  the  boy 
revived,  and  did  very  well  afterwards,  as  well 
as  the  mother. 

This  obfervation  ought  to  ferve  us  for  a 
rule,  That  whenever  a  woman  is  feized  with  a 
violent  flux  of  bloody  and  that  there  is  the  leaf 
hopes  of  a  delivery ,  the  fame  ought  not  to  he 
delayed,  but  put  in  practice  with  as  much  for - 
wardnefs ,  as  is  generally  pradlifed  in  acute  dif- 
eafes.  However,  among  all  the  different  forts 
of  non-natural  births,  our  prefent  cafe  is  one 
of  the  leaft  difficult,  becaufe  the  membranes 
not  being  broken  before,  you  meet  with  the 
child  in  the  water,  and  confequently  eafily 
to  be  turned  after  their  opening  ;  befides  that, 
the  coming  away  of  the  water  moiftens  the 
paffages,  and  confequently  promotes  the  de¬ 
livery. 

In  the  year  1683,  I  delivered  no  lefs  than 
five  women  under  the  fame  circumftances, 
among  whom  not  one  mifcarried.  One  of 
-them,  living  at  the  fign  of  the  Red  Rofe  upon 

Our 
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Our-Lady’s-Bridge,  I  delivered  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Dr.  Finot,  a  learned  phyfician  of  the 
faculty  of  Paris,  and  of  Mr.  Franchet,  my 
brother  furgeon.  This  woman  was  quite 
fenfelefs  when  I  delivered  her,  occafioned  by 
the  great  lofs  of  blood  fhe  had  fuftained. 
She  continued  in  continual  fwoonings  for  two 
days  after,  but  recovered  at  laft,  and  has 
been  well  ever  fince. 


Observation  LII. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Hip  fore - 

mojl. 

AUGUST  29th,  1672,  I  was  fent  for  to 
the  wife  of  a  court  follicitor,  in  the 
ftreet  Des  Arfis,  near  St.  James’s.  She  was  in 
a  very  hard  labour,  and  the  child  turned  with 
the  hip  foremoft.  But  for  fear  of  putting  her 
into  a  fright,  (he  was  told,  That  I  was  only 
fent  for  to  let  her  blood  (to  fop  the  excefive 
flooding)  which  being  done  accordingly,  her 
hufband  defired  to  let  me  fearch  her,  which 
file  agreeing  to,  I  found  the  matter  as  I  told 
you,  according  as  I  had  been  inforrped  by  the 
midwife  before.  I  declared  to  the  woman, 
That  it  was  high  time  for  her  to  be  delivered , 

for 
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for  fear  of  lofing  too  much  blood.  And  her 
hufband  allting  me,  Whether  I  defred  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  a  phyfcian.  I  anfwered  him,  "That  I  was 
always  very  glad  of  their  affiance  ;  fo  Dr. 
Lombard,  a  noted  phyfician  of  the  faculty  of 
Paris,  was  fent  for ;  but  he  flaying  above  an 
hour,  and  the  woman  being  in  exceffive  pain, 
and  the  child  in  great  danger  of  life,  I  was 
defired  to  proceed  without  him. 

Accordingly  having  well  greafed  my  fin¬ 
gers  with  butter,  I  conveyed  them  to  the  in¬ 
ner  orifice,  where  meeting  with  the  thigh 
and  a  hip  of  the  child,  I  brought  it  gently 
on  one  fide  (for  fear  of  breaking  it)  without 
much  trouble,  the  inner  orifice  being  as  wide 
as  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  the  child  very 
fmall,  though  flrong  and  lively.  I  took  hold 
of  one  foot,  which  I  drew  out,  and  then  bap¬ 
tized  it  j  afterwards  wrapping  it  up  in  a  lin- 
nen  cloth,  I  pulled  it  towards  me,  and  the 
other  leg,  as  well  as  the  whole  body,  followed 
without  much  trouble,  which  proved  a  lively 
daughter,  notwithstanding  fhe  had  voided  be¬ 
fore  the  meconium ,  or  black  excrements,  con¬ 
trary  to  what  is  aflerted  by  Mr.  Viardel,  in 
the  4th  chapter  of  his  oblervations,  page  75, 
viz.  That  upon  fearch  made  of  a  certain  wo¬ 
man. ,  he  met  with  thefaid  excrement ,  and  thence 
judged  that  the  child  was  dead ,  adding,  that  no 
body  before  him  had  made  this  obfervation.  Not 
to  diflemble  my  opinion,  I  think  him  ab- 
folutely  in  the  wrong,  it  being  notorious  a- 
"  1  mong 
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mong  the  men-midvvives,  That  of  an  hundred 
children  that  come  with  the  fundament  for emoft , 
at  leaf  fourfcore  are  born  alive ,  though  they  al¬ 
ways  void  thefe  black  excrements. 

I  now  began  to  look  for  the  after-burthen, 
which  I  endeavoured  to  pull  out  with  the  right 
hand  by  the  navel- firing  (part  whereof  was 
round  my  left,  when  in  {lead  thereof  I  touched 
with  my  fingers  certain  membranes,  which 
giving  me  a  fhrewd  fufpicion  that  there  was 
another  child  behind,  I  put  my  hand  within 
the  womb,  where  I  felt  the  child  enclofed  in 
its  membranes.  But  fearing,  not  without  rea- 
fon,  that  the  firfl-born  child  might  be  weak¬ 
ened  too  much,  unlefs  immediate  care  were 
taken  of  binding  the  navel-firing,  I  did  it  with 
a  four-doubled  firing,  two  inches  breadth 
from  the  belly,  and  another  two  inches  thence, 
cutting  the  navel-firing  betwixt  the  two 
knots  (as  has  been  fhewn  before)  to  keep 
the  blood  within  the  veffels  belonging  to  thc> 
after-burthen,  without  which,  the  mother 
mieht  have  been  much  impaired  in  her 

O  i. 

flrength,  and  dilabled  to  bring  forth  the 
fecond  child.  This  done,  I  conveyed  my  hand 
into  the  womb,  where  I  found  the  child  flill 
remaining  in  the  water,  which  made  me  o- 
pen  the  membranes  (and  this  you  may  do 
without  the  lead  hazard,  either  to  the  mo¬ 
ther  or  child)  and  finding  the  child  prefent- 
iog  its  back,  1  turned  it  without  much  diffi- 
culty  ;  fo  that  the  head  now  being  foremofl, 

I  re- 
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I  rejoiced  the  mother  with  the  hopes  of  a 
fpeedy  and  fafe  delivery,  which  happened 
accordingly  after  two  or  three  pains;  when, 
without  any  further  affiftance,  ihe  was  well 
delivered  of  another  daughter,  which  being 
very  lively  as  well  as  the  hrft,  were  both  bap¬ 
tized  afterwards  in  the  church.  There  was 

» 

not  above  half  an  hour’s  difference  betwixt 
the  birth  of  thefe  two  children ;  which  being  ( 
of  the  fame  fex,  I  was  curious  to  fee  whether 
each  of  them  had  its  peculiar  after-burthen 
or  not ;  wherefore  putting  my  hand  gently 
into  the  womb,  in  order  to  'their  fenaration, 

I  found  that  each  had  its  own  after-burthen, 
not  adhering  in  the  lead  to  one  another.  The 
mother  told  me,  She  was  a  twin  herfelf.  She 
had  a  very  good  lying-in,  and  looks  very  well, 
though  I  have  delivered  her  feveral  times 
fince. 


Obser- 


i 
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Observation  LIII. 

The  Delivery  of  an  After-burthen ,  left  behind 
by  the  Midwife ,  to  the  great  Danger  of  the 
Woman  in  Child-bed. 

SEPTEMBER  5th,  1672,  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  gentlewoman  living  near  the  Milk- 
Stone,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  James’s,  and  reduced 
to  great  diftrefs,  by  reafon  the  midwife  could 
not  bring  out  the  after-burthen.  I  conveyed 
my  hand  to  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  and 
finding  the  after-burthen  adhering  in  all  its 
parts  to  the  womb,  I  began  with  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  my  fingers  to  feparate  gently  and 
gradually  the  lowermoft  parts  of  it  j  which 
done,  I  pulled  by  the  navel-ftring  (as  yet  en¬ 
tire  and  very  found)  and  at  laft  thus  feparated 
it  from,  and  brought  it  out  of  the  womb, 
though  not  without  great  trouble  and  pain, 
both  to  mvfelf  and  the  woman,  who  however 
did  very  well  afterwards. 

In  fuch  cafes  as  this,  it  is  the  fafefl:  way 
to  look  for  the  after-burthen  at  the  bottom  of 
the  womb ;  this  method  being  much  prefer¬ 
able  to  what  is  pradtifed  by  fome  upon  fuch  like 
occafions,  viz.  to  pull  it  out  violently  by  the 

navel- 
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navel-firing*  becaufe  if  the  after-burthen  hap- 
pens  to  be  joined  to  the  womb,  you  run  a 
manifeft  hazard  of  inverting  its  bottom,  of 
which  there  is  no  danger,  in  cafe  you  fepa- 
rate  the  fame  before-hand  with  your  fingers, 
which  you  may  do  without  the  lead:  fear  or 
danger. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  take  notice  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  that  the  method  propofed  by  Mr.  Viar- 
del  in  his  17th  chapter,  page  132,  is  no  lefs 
dangerous.  He  tells  us,  That  he  delivered  one 
Mrs.  Parifot  of  twins ,  the  firfl  coming  readily 
with  its  after-burthen,  but  the  fecond  ( which  he 
pulled  cut  by  the  feet)  without  the  after-burthen  % 
the  fame  adhering  clofely  to  the  fubfance  of  the 
womb ;  he  did  greafe  it  feveral  times  with  but¬ 
ter,  and  thus  at  laft  with  the  help  of  a  fternutato- 
ry  brought  it  out.  He  alfo  tells  you,  That  this 
woman  was  afterwards  ajfe&ed  with  a  relaxa¬ 
tion  and  bearing  down  of  the  womb ,  but  does  not 
tnention  the  caufe  of  it,  which  might  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  be  attributed  to  his  violent  manner  of 
managing  the  matter.  I  look  upon  this  method 
as  too  dangerous,  and  confequently  not  to  be 
followed  in  the  bringing  out  of  the  after- 
burthen,  unlefs  the  paffages  fhould  prove  ex- 
ceflive  firait *  and  even  then,  there  are  notwith- 
fianding  other  remedies  that  may  be  applied 
with  much  more  fafety  than  the  fternutatory. 
The  fame  author  gives  us  another  obfervation 
of  his  in  his  26th  chapter,  page  189.  He  fays. 
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He  delivered  a  woman  of  a  child ,  after  having 
Jirft  been  forced  to  pull  out  its  brains ,  but  was 
not  able  to  bring  forth  the  after -burthen,  not - 
withjlanding  he  tried  all  internal  and  external 
remedies  ;  Jo  that  the  whole  womb  being  infected 
with  a  gangrene ,  occafioned  by  the  violent  pulling 
out  of  the  child  ( according  to  his  own  confejjion } 
the  poor  woman  died  in  a  inferable  condition , 
though  the  after-burthen  came  away  fome  time  be¬ 
fore ,  he  having  found  means  to  protract  her  life 
for  two  days ,  by  proper  cordials,  fomentations , 
and  injections. 

In  my  opinion,  he  would  have  done  much 
better  to  have  conveyed  firft  his  fingers,  and 
afterwards  his  hand  into  the  womb  itfelf,  where 
after  having  peeled  it  off  gently  and  gradual¬ 
ly  from  the  fubftance  of  the  womb,  he  might 
have  brought  it  out  without  fo  much  vio¬ 
lence,  and  confequently  without  bruiting  the 
interior  parts,  and  caufing  fuch  exceffive  pains 
to  the  woman.  ’Tis  certain,  that  this  me¬ 
thod  is  much  more  fafe  than  what  is  propofed 
by  him  betides,  that  fuch  perverfed  rules 
tend  only  to  mifguide  young  beginners  in  their 
profefiion,  who  follow  the  fame  at  the  ex- 
aence  of  the  lives,  of  fuch  poor  women  as 
nave  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  their  hands: 
and  for  this  reafon  it  was,  I  thought  myfelf 
obliged  not  to  pafs  it  by  in  filence,  fince  it  is 
very  obvious  to  me,  that  in  all  probability  he 
might  have  faved  the  life  of  this  woman, 

had 
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had  he  left  nature  to  its  own  courfe,  and  in- 
Head  of  thele  violences  endeavoured  to  help 
her  with  eafy,  cooling,  and  emollient  clyfters 
and  fomentations. 

I  mull  further  obferve  upon  this  head,  that 
in  his  27th  Chapter,  page  194,  he  preferibes 
an  injection  to  be  made  into  the  womb  ot 
brandy,  a  thing  I  can  by  no  means  approve  of, 
nothing  being  more  ridiculous  than  fuch  un¬ 
accountable  ways  of  proceeding,  which  com¬ 
monly  end  in  the  deftrudtion  of  the  patient, 
as  it  happened  with  this,  who,  he  lays  himfelf, 
died  within  two  days  after  ;  the  very  vapours 
of  the  brandy  enclofed  within  the  womb,  be¬ 
ing  fufficient  alone  to  produce  very  dangerous 
fymptoms,  and  at  laft  death  itfelf. 


N 
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Observation  LIV. 


! The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Arm  and 

Shoulder  foremof.  , 


SEptember  1 6th,  1672, 1  was  called  to  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman  in  St.  Mederic’s  flreet.  The 
child  appearing  in  a  very  unnatural  poflure, 
and  the  midwife  having  flayed  too  long  be¬ 
fore  fhe  lent  for  me,  the  woman  was  reduced 
to  a  very  low  condition,  the  water  being  gone 
before,  and  the  womb  and  child  funk  very 
low,  with  the  arm  and  fhoulder  foremoil. 
I  laid  her  crofs  the  bed,  to  come  at  her  with 
the  more  eafe,  and  then  endeavoured  with  all 
the  flrength  I  had  to  brins;  back  the  arm  and 

O  c? 


fhoulder,  but  to  no  purpofe,  this  being  one  of 
the  mod  troublefome  cafes  that  can  happen 
to  a  man-midwife,  efpecially  if  he  be  not  called 
in  time.  However,  fince  a  woman  muft  not 
be  left  in  diflrefs,  I  got  my  hand  into  the 
womb,  as  well  as  I  could,  along  the  arm  that 
prefen  ted  itfelf  in  the  birth,  and  perceiving 
the  feet  to  lie  very  deep  to  the  bottom  of  the 
womb,  I  was  obliged  to  fearch  for  them  as  far 
as  ever  I  could  reach  ;  at  laid  I  got  hold  of  one 
foot,  which  whilfl  I  was  pulling  towards  me, 

the 
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the  arm  that  was  before  in  the  pafiage  drew 
back  within  the  womb  of  courfe,  and  the  other 
foot  following  the  firffc  to  the  orifice  of  the 
womb,  I  joined  them  both  clofe  together,  and 
delivered  the  child,  which  proved  a  daughter, 
and  alive,  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
midwife,  who  was  very  pofitive  (before  I  be¬ 
gan  the  delivery)  that  the  child  was  dead,  and 
told  me,  1 hat  for  that  reafon  fbe  had  baptized 
it  in  time.  The  after-burthen  followed,  and 
the  woman  did  very  well,  both  in  and  after 
her  lying-in. 

The  fame  author,  whom  we  have  had  oc ca¬ 
tion  to  mention  in  the  preceding  Obfervations, 
fays,  page  233,  That  in  cafe  a  child,  fuppofed  to 
be  dead,  comes  with  the  Jhoulder  foremojl,  you 
may  make  a  hole  with  your  fore-finger  in  its  bel¬ 
ly,  and  thus  with  your  finger  bent ,  turn  the  child 
with  its  feet  to  the  orifice  of  the  womb  ;  but 
this  gentleman  forgot  to  tell  us,  How  he 
coidd  bring  his  hand  into  the  womb,  before  he 
could  make  j’uch  a  hole  with  his  finger  in  his 
belly.  We  mud:  fuppofe  his  finger  to  be  as 
hard  and  fharp- pointed  as  the  hooks  are  that 
are  generally  ufed  upon  fuch  occafions,  or  elfe 
the  child’s  belly  to  be  as  rotten  as  a  pear,  with¬ 
out  which  it  is  impoffible  to  do  it,  as  1  have 
told  already  before.  I  remember,  I  made  this 
experiment  once  upon  the  belly  of  a  child  of 
five  months*  old,  but  with  all  die  flrenp'th  I 
had,  could  noc  make  a  hole  in  the  belly  with 
my  finger  ;  and  what  likelihood  is  there  of  his 

In  2  having 
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having  done  it  with  a  compleat  child  in  the 
womb  j  which  makes  me  imagine,  that  the 
faid  author  had  impofed  many  of  his  opinions, 
inftead  of  experiments,  upon  the  world. 


Obs  e  rv  ation  LV. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  which  came  doubled, 
with  the  Navel-Jlring  and  Jlfter-burthen 
foremojl.  ' 

f^Eptember  21ft,  1672,  I  was  lent  for  to  a 
woman  in  the  Cutler’s  ftreet,  at  the  fign  of 
the  Crofs  of  Lorrain.  The  child  prefenting  itfelf 
doubled,  with  the  navel-firing  and  after-bur¬ 
then  foremoft,  the  midwife  did  not  know  what 
to  do  in  the  matter.  I  made  hard  fhift  to  bring 
my  hand  along  one  fide  of  the  child’s  body, 
the  thigh  and  leg  to  the  foot,  which  I  pulled 
out  and  baptized.  This  done,  I  wrapped  about 
it  a  piece  of  cloth,  and  took  care  that  the  lips 
of  the  privy  parts  were  freed  from  the  hair, 
a  thing  I  have  not  taken  notice  of  before,  and 
yet  of  fuch  a  nature  as  ought  not  to  be  neg¬ 
lected  by  a  man-midwife  or  midwife,  becaufe 
if  it  happens  to  be  long,  it  may  flick  to  the 
cloth,  and  fo  by  pulling  forward,  you  create 
exceffive  pain  to  the  woman.  Whilft  I  was 

pulling 
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pulling  out  the  one  leg,  I  took  particular  care 
to  fee  whether  the  other  was  laid  crofsways  or 
not,  for  fear  of  breaking  either  the  thigh  or 
leg.  I  drew  out  the  child  to  the  fhoulders, 
and  fo  further  to  the  head ;  but  this  would 
not  follow,  the  paflage  being  very  (trait  in  a 
woman  pretty  well  advanced  in  years,  and 
who  had  never  borne  a  child  before.  It  cod 
me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  before  I  could  clear 
it,  which  I  did  at  lad,  but  not  till  the  child 
was  dead.  I  alfo  delivered  the  after-burthen 
after  my  ufual  method,  viz,  by  holding  the 
navel-dring  with  my  left  hand,  and  pulling  the 
after-burthen  out  with  the  right. 


I 

N  3 
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Observation  LVI. 

*Tke  Delivery  of  a  Woman,  the  Child  prefenting 
the  Elbow  and  Shoulder  foremojl. 

C^Eptember  27th,  1672,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
k  3  woman,  the  wife  of  a  wine-cooper  in  the 
Shoemaker  flreet.  She  had  been  already  twelve 
hours  in  hard  labour,  attended  with  frequent 
pains,  without  any  considerable  advancement 
of  the  birth,  tho’  the  membranes  were  broken, 
and  the  water  come  away.  I  afked  the  mid¬ 
wife,  What  part  of  the  child  came  foremojl  ? 
who  told  me,  the  arm ,  and  that  the  head  came 
next.  I  replied,  If  the  cafe  food  thus ,  we  might 
hope  for  a  tolerable  good  delivery,  but  that  we 
muji  have  patience.  However,  the  woman  in* 
labour,  being  very  urgent  to  be  fearched  by 
me,  I  anointed  my  hands  with  butter,  and  had 
no  fooner  brought  them  into  her  privy  parts, 
but  found  them  much  fwelled,  either  by  the 
violent  touching  of  the  mid  wile,  or  the  over- 
ilraining  of  the  woman  herfelf. 

Advancing  further  with  my  fingers  into  the 
netik  of  the  womb,  I  met  with  the  child's 
elbow  bended,  and  of  a  bigger  fize  than  or¬ 
dinary.  This  difeovery  made  me  go  deeper 

into 
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into  the  womb,  to  find  out  whether  the  mid¬ 
wife  was  in  the  right  or  not  ;  in  which  I 
foon  difcovered  her  miftake,  it  being  the  fhoul- 
der,  and  not  the  head,  that  followed  the  arm, 
which  I  told  her  ;  defiring  at  the  fame  time, 
to  leave  the  whole  management  of  the  matter 
to  myfelf. 

Then  laying  the  woman  crofs  the  bed,  I 
conveyed  my  fingers  a  fecond  time  into  the 
paflage,  and  finding  that  the  child’s  arm  and 
fhoulder  had  quite  flopped  up  the  inner  orifice 
of  the  womb,  I  did  all  I  could  to  bring  them 
back  5  but  this  not  fucceeding,  I  was  forced 
(as  has  been  obferved  before)  to  bring  my 
hand  within  the  womb,  a  thing  not  to  be  done 
in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  without  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  and  pain  to  the  woman,  which  might 
in  all  probability  have  been  prevented,  had 
they  called  for  feaionable  a  Alliance  in  time, 
before  the  interior  parts  are  fo  far  forced  into 
the  paflage,  and  before  the  coming  away  of  the 
water  ;  which,  if  rightly  obferved,  would  lave 
abundance  of  trouble  to  the  man-midwife,  and 
of  pain  to  the  poor  woman.  Wherefore  I  give 
this  advice  to  all  underflanding  midwives, 
That,  Whenever  they  find  the  child  not  well 
turned ,  or  any  thing  elje  different  from  the  natu¬ 
ral  c  our  fie ,  they  ought  to  lofie  no  time  ;  it  being 
certain ,  that  the  interior  farts  are  befi  difpofed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  labour. 

Accordingly  I  went  to  work,  and  conveying 
my  fingers  as  gently  as  could  be  into  the  womb, 

N  3  I  took 
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I  took  hold  of  one  of  the  feet,  and  whilft  I  was 
pulling  the  fame  out  towards  me,  the  arm 
drew  backwards,  and  the  body  of  the  child 
taking  quite  another  turn,  the  delivery  was  per¬ 
formed  w’ith  much  lefs  difficulty.  I  pulled  out 
the  leg  to  the  buttocks,  and  the  cloth  I  had 
made  ufe  of  before  being  very  bloody  and  wet, 
1  took  another  dry  one,  wherewith  I  brought 
out  the  child,  with  much  ado,  to  the  neck ;  I 
was  afraid  the  head  might  be  disjoined  from 
the  trunk  of  the  body,  the  child  being  dead 
fome  time  before ;  but  at  laft,  (through  God’s 
bleffing)  the  delivery  was  fafely  accomplifhed. 
I  alfo  brought  forth  the  after-burthen  after  my 
ufual  way  :  I  found  the  navel-ftring  fomewhat 
inclined  to  a  putrefaction,  but  the  reft  of  the 
body  appeared  pretty  found,  except  that  the 
fkin  was  in  fome  places  feparated  from  the 
mufculous  parts,  and  was  covered  with  a  fli¬ 
nty  green ifh  fubftance,  fuch  as  we  fee  upon  the 
fur  face  of  ftanding  waters  in  marffiy  grounds. 
The  after-burthen  had  alfo  contracted  an  ill 
fcent,  notwithftanding  which,  and  the  hard 
labour  of  the  woman,  fhe  did  very  well  during 
her  lying  in. 


Obser- 


/ 
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Observation  LVII. 

t 

The  Delivery  of  a  putrify'd  Child. 

NOvember  24th,  1672,  I  was  called  to  a 
woman,  the  wife  of  a  tapeftry- maker, 
where  meeting  with  the  doctors  Govet,  Den- 
gau  and  Matot,  all  three  noted  phyficians  of 
the  faculty  of  Paris,  and  with  Mr.  Chatiou  the 
furgeon,  they  told  me,  That  feveral  expert 
wen-mi dwives  having  been  there  before  to  view 
her  they  had  all  refufed  to  meddle  in  the  matter , 
except  one ,  who  had  propofed  to  fetch  out  the  child 
with  proper  infruments.  They  alfo  told  me. 
That  Jhe  had  made  ufe  of  clyflers ,  of  phlebotomy 
both  in  the  arm  and  foot ,  and  of  feveral  fomen¬ 
tations,  but  without  any  vifible  advantage.  A 
certain  pretended  do&or  had  alfo  given  her  a 
laxat’ve  draught,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  other  phylicians  (as  it  is  the  practice  of 
thefe  quacks)  but  without  any  fuccefs. 

After  fome  confultation,  it  being  refolved 
that  I  fhould  try  my  fortune  to  deliver  the  wo¬ 
man,  I  brought  my  right  hand  into  her  privy 
parts,  in  order  to  advance  with  my  fingers 
into  the  'neck  of  the  womb,  but  found  the 
child’s  head  very  foft,  and  giving  way  to  the 

touch 
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touch  of  my  fingers.  At  the  fame  time  laying 
my  left  hand  upon  the  woman’s  belly,  I  felt 
there  two  different  fwellings,  the  biggeft  where¬ 
of  I  judged  to  proceed  from  the  bulk  of  the 
child,  and  the  fecond  from  the  extenfion  of  the 
bladder,  the  woman  having  evacuated  no 
urine  for  a  confiderable  time  before ;  which 
laft  alfo  proved  the  caufe  of  moft  of  the 
fymptoms. 

I  reprefented  the  whole  ftate  of  the  cafe  to 
the  before-mentioned  phyficians,  who  all  agreed 
with  me  in  opinion,  That  fmce  there  was  no  way 
left  to  turn  the  child,  it  mujl  be  brought  forth  by 
the  means  of  a  hook.  But  as  I  was  not  provided 
with  fuch  like  inftruments  at  that  time,  I  defi- 
red  leave  to  go  home  and  fetch  them  :  but  her 
hufband  pofitively  refufed  to  let  me  go;  fay¬ 
ing,  That  if  1  did,  I  would  not  come  back ,  no  more 
than  feveral  others  had  done  before  ;  fo  I  was  for¬ 
ced  to  make  ufe  of  my  fingers  as  well  as  I 
could,  but  to  no  purpofe.  I  left  nothing  unat¬ 
tempted  to  put  back  the  child’s  head  towards 
the  bottom  of  the  womb,  in  hopes  to  open 
(by  this  means)  a  free  paffage  for  the  urine, 
(the  head  of  the  child  preffing  hard  upon  the 
urethra)  and  for  my  hands  into  the  womb,  to 
catch  hold  of  its  feet,  but  without  fuccefs.  I 
then  endeavour’d  to  make  a  hole  with  the  ex¬ 


tremity  of  my  fingers  into  the  child’s  crown 
of  the  head,  but  found  it  impracticable,  which 
convinced  me  of  the  falfehood  of  what  the  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  Mr.  Viardel  has  afierted  in  the 
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34th  chapter,  page  237,  of  his  treatife,  viz. 

’ fhat  having  brought  his  hand  within  the  womb 
of  a  certain  woman  in  labour ,  he  prcffed  the 
womans  belly  very  clofe  downwards ,  and  with 
two  of  his  fingers  made  a  hole  into  the  child’s 
head,  and  took,  out  its  brains ,  keeping  both  his 
fingers  bent  in  the  nature  of  a  hook ,  towards  the 
os  lphtenoides. 

But  to  return  to  our  own  operation.  Finding 
I  could  not  fucceed  with  my  fingers,  and  being 
deftitute  of  an  iron  hook,  I  was  forced  to  make 
ufe  inftead  thereof,  of  an  iron  ladle,  with  a 
hook  at  the  handle,  wherewith  entering  be¬ 
twixt  the  Team,  or  opening  of  the  fcull,  I  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  break  thro’  the  fir  ft  membrane 
that  enclofes  the  brain  with  the  extremity  of 
my  fingers  ;  but  finding  it  thus  impenetrable, 
I  opened  it  with  a  fpatula,  and  then  bringing 
in  my  fore  finger,  fetch’d  out  the  brains  by  de¬ 
grees,  in  order  to  prefs  the  head  clofer  toge¬ 
ther,  and  confequently  to  remove  the  ftop- 
page  of  the  urinal  paftage,  or  urethra.  This 
fucceeded  fo  well,  that  the  woman  evacuated  a 
great  deal  of  urine  ;  and  this  evacuation  hav¬ 
ing  opened  a  free  paftage  for  my  hand  and 
hook  to  enter  the  womb,  I  brought  the  laft 
into  the  child’s  mouth,  and  drew  out  the 
child’s  head  beyond  the  outermoft  orifice  of 
the  womb;  but  the  body  flicking  by  the  fhoul- 
ders,  I  was  forced  to  fallen  a  Urine  about  the 
child’s  neck,  to  draw  it  towards  me  with  the 
more  ftrength.  I  at  the  fame  time  defired  Mr. 
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Rollers,  another  furgeon  there  prefent,  to 
take  hold  of  the  firing,  whilfl  I  greafed  the 
head  of  the  child  with  my  fingers  to  further 
the  delivery :  but  this  fucceeded  not ;  for  the 
whole  carcafs  of  the  child  being  much  putri- 
fy’d,  the  head  was  feparated  from  the  neck, 
the  fhoulders  flicking  in  and  filling  up  the 
whole  paffage,  fo  that  I  fcarce  knew  what  to 
do.  At  lafl  1  found  means  to  bring  my  fingers 
under  one  of  the  child’s  arm-pits,  which  fuc¬ 
ceeded  fo  well,  that  I  could  pull  out  one  of  the 
arms  firfl,  and  afterwards  the  fecond ;  which 
done,  the  reft  of  the  trunk  of  the  body  fol¬ 
lowed  without  much  difficulty. 

After  this  I  faftened  the  navel- firing  about 
my  left  hand,  whilfl  I  conveyed  my  right  into 
the  womb,  where  I  found  the  after-burthen 
joined  fo  clofe  to  the  fubftance  of  the  womb, 
as  if  it  had  been  pafted  to  it ;  yet  I  happily  de¬ 
livered  it. 

The  woman  in  the  mean  while  being  grown 
very  weak,  and  her  pulfe,  which  beat  very 
quick  and  unequal,  difcovering  the  ill  difpofi- 
tion  of  her  body,  the  doctors  prefcribed  her  a 
cordial ;  the  water  of  carduus,  fyrrup  of  le¬ 
mons,  and  the  juice  of  fome  four  oranges  to 
further  the  flooding.  The  next  day  fire  had 
al fo  a  cooling  and  emollient  clyfler  applied, 
mix’d  with  two  ounces  of  honey.  I  gave  her 
a  vifit  the  fame  evening,  and  finding  her  privy 
parts  inclining  fomewhat  to  a  putrefaction,  I 
ordered  them  to  be  fomented  with  fait,  or  fea- 
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water.  Her  fever  increafing,  fhe  was  let 
blood  the  fifth  day  in  the  foot,  and  two  days 
after  in  the  arm,  which  perfected  her  cure, 
except  that  fhe  was  troubled  with  an  involun¬ 
tary  emiffion  of  urine,  by  reafon  of  the  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  the  fphynder  of  the  bladder,  occalioned 
by  the  ignorance  of  a  certain  furgeon,  who 
would  have  brought  away  the  urine  by  the 
means  of  a  catheter.  However,  by  the  care  f 
took  of  this  troublefome  accident,  fhe  aifo  re¬ 
covered  of  that  about  three  months  afterwards, 
and  has  fince  that  time  borne  feverai  children, 
without  any  further  inconveniency. 


Observation  LVIII. 


The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  feet  fore- 
moft ,  with  the  heels  turn'd  towards  the  fun¬ 
dament . 


Ecember  the  3d,  1673,  I  wasfent  for  to 


JL/  a  cook’s  wife,  living  in  the  valley  of  Mi- 
fens,  and  found  the  child  with  the  feet  fore- 
moft,  but  the  heels  turn’d  towards  the  funda¬ 
ment  of  the  mother,  and  the  toes  to  the  os 
jacrum.  J  did  all  I  could  to  turn  it ;  but  not 
being  able  to  effed  it,  I  was  forced  to  bring  it 
out  in  the  fame  pofture  I  found  it ;  viz.  With 


the 
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the  face  turned  towards  the  os  facrum  ;  but  the 
chin  flicking  againft  it,  I  brought  my  fingers 
into  the  child’s  mouth,  and  thus  delivered  the 
child  ;  but  upon  view  of  the  head,  found  the 
os  parietale  bent  in  feveral  places.  I  met  once 
with  fuch  another,  the  x6th  of  October,  in  the 
lame  year,  in  a  woman  in  St.  Jeffrey ’s-ftreet, 
whole  child  had  a  hollownefs  in  the  left  os  pa¬ 
rietale. ,  of  the  length  of  two  inches  breadth, 
and  the  depth  of  the  fixth  part  of  an  inch, 
which  appear’d  natural,  tho’  it  ow’d  its  caule 
to  an  accident.  This  child  having  a  black 
fpot  upon  the  lip,  as  if  it  had  been  bruifed,  I 
afk’d  the  mother,  Whether  jhe  had  received  any 
hurt  or  blow  upon  the  belly ;  who  anfwer'd  me, 
That  fee  did  fall  upon  an  iron-bar.  This  child 
did  live  only  half  an  hour,  no  more  than  the 
firfi.  I  engag’d  Dr.  Pecquet  to  enquire  with 
me  into  the  true  caufe  of  this  difafler,  but 
could  invefligate  no  more,  than  that  the  mother 
told  us,  That  foe  had  hurt  kerfelf  in  the  fxth 
month  of  her  bignefs ,  by  running  againft  a  crofs 
bar ,  belonging  to  the  flutters  op  windows.  The 
mothers  of  both  thefe  children  did  very  well 
after  their  delivery. 
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O  BSERVATION  LIX. 

4  V, 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Back  fore- 


December  the  12th,  1673,  I  was  called  to 
I  the  wife  of  a  jfhoemaker,  in  the  ftreet  of 
Orleance.  I  convey’d  my  hand  thro’  the  paffage 
into  the  womb,  and  finding  the  child  with  the 
back  foremoft,  I  guided  it  along  the  buttocks, 
thighs  and  legs  to  the  feet,  which  I  drew  out, 
and  wrapping  them  up  in  a  cloth,  brought  out 
the  child,  the  exterior  ilcin  of  which  was  fe- 
parated  from  the  reft,  juft  like  a  ferpent  that 
calls  her  Ilcin.  The  woman  being  very  drop- 
fical,  had  a  tumour  on  the  outline  of  her  belly, 
which  tho’  without  the  leaft  coherency,  or 
relation  to  her  fwelling,  occafioned  by  her 
bignefs,  yet  vanilhed  immediately  after  her 
delivery  ;  and  notwithftanding  this  water,  as 
well  as  the  alter-burthen,  had  already  con- 
traded  a  very  naufeous  fcent.  The  woman 
had  a  very  good  lying-in,  and  has  been  very 
well  ever  fince  j  for  her  flooding  appearing 
kindly,  the  water  was  convey’d  off  along  with 
the  blood  In  eight  days,  and  fo  recovered  to  a 
miracle. 


Obser- 
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Observation  LX. 

Tbe  Delivery  of  'Twins,  crie  of  them  in  its 
Natural,  the  other  in  an  unnatural  peti¬ 
tion, 

JAnuary  5th,  1674,  I  was  fent  for  to  a  fhoe- 
maker’s  wife  in  the  White-mantle-ttreet. 
I  deliver’d  her  of  twins ;  one  a  boy,  the  other 
a  girl ;  the  firft  in  a  natural,  the  fecond  in  an 
unnatural  potttion.  1  found  but  one  womb- 
cake,  or  after-burthen,  but  two  navel-ftrings 
and  four  membranes  fattened  to  it,  viz.  Two 
Jkins  with  its  peculiar  water  to  each  child.  This 
obfervation  contradicts  the  before-mentioned 
Mr.  Viardel’s  affertion,  when  he  fays  in  his  6th 
chapter,  page  3  5.  That,  whenever  a  woman  is 
deliver'd  of  twins  of  the  fame  fex,  there  is  but 
one  after-burthen  belonging  to  both  but  if  they 
prove  of  a  different  Jex,  there  are  no  lefs  than  two 
after-burthens  ;  and  this  he  alledges  as  a  peculiar 
piece  of  providence  in  nature.  I  fhall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  fay  more  hereafter  of  this  error  of 
Mr.  Viardel ;  it  being  certain,  that  each  child 
is  always  enelofed  in  its  peculiar  membranes 
and  water,  without  which  it  cannot  fubfift  in 
the  womb  ;  but  as  for  the  womb-cake,  or  af- 
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ter-burthen,  it  happens  frequently  that  there 
belongs  no  more  than  one  to  two  children. 

o 

The  child  fwims  in  its  water  like  the  yolk  of 
an  egg  in  the  white  ;  an  egg  alfo  has  its  proper 
membranes  ;  the  firft,  which  becomes  hard, 
is  like  the  chorion  of  the  foetus  ;  and  the  inte¬ 
rior  one,  like  that  called  the  amnios. 


Observation  LXI. 

\ The  delivery  of  a  Child ,  the  Arm  whereof  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  Shoulder  without  the  Womb. 

MAY  8th,  1674,  I  was  called  by  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman  to  go  along  with  her  to  the 
village  of  Noify  Le  See,  to  deliver  a  woman, 
who  had  been  nurfe  to  a  nephew  of  Dr.  Le  Bel, 
chief  phylician  to  her  Highnefs  the  Dutchefs 
of  Orleance.  The  child  coming  with  his  hand 
foremoft,  the  arm  to  the  flioulder  appeared  be¬ 
low  the  womb,  the  reft  of  the  body  being  fixt 
upon  the  inner  orifice,  and  the  arm  filling  up 
the  whole  pafiage,  which  was  very  ftrait,  as 
well  as  the  womb  itfelf ;  befides  that,  the  wa¬ 
ter  was  come  away  twenty-four  hours  before  I 
was  called  thither.  Being  informed  by  the  mid¬ 
wife  how  far  fhe  had  proceeded  in  furthering 
the  delivery,  I  fearched  the  woman,  and  endea- 
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vour’d  with  my  fingers  and  hand  (as  well  as  I 
could)  to  bring  back  firfi  the  fhoulder,  and 
then  the  arm  :  for  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in 
fuch  cafes  as  thefe,  the  part  next  to  the  womb 
is  to  be  reduced  backward  firfi,  and  fo  the 
other  fucceflively,  as  I  did  at  this  time. 

For  I  guided  my  fingers  along  the  child’s 
arm,  to  dilate  the  paflages  to  the  womb ;  I  at 
la  ft  conveyed  it  to  the  child’s  head,  which  I 
found  bent  upon  the  breaft  towards  the  belly. 
Upon  further  confideration  what  was  beft  to  be 
done,  I  removed  the  head  a  little  (it  being  in 
my  way)  to  come  at  the  feet,  one  whereof  I 
found  bent  backwards  to  the  buttocks  •,  I  did 
all  I  could  to  pull  the  foot  towards  me,  which 
fucceeded  fo  well,  that  as  the  foot  came  for¬ 
ward,  the  arm  drew  backward  ;  fo  that  the 
fecond  foot  foon  following  the  firfi,  I  pulled 
out  the  child  (which  was  dead)  by  both  the 
legs,  and  the  after-burthen  following  without 
much  trouble,  the  woman  did  very  well,  both 
in  and  after  her  lying  in. 
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O  BS  E  R VAT  I  ON  LXII. 


IThe  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Backfide 

foremef. 

JULY  1 6th,  1 674, 1  was  fent  for  to  the  hofue 
of  Mrs.  la  Marche,  a  noted  midwife,  living 
in  the  ifle  of  our  Lady,  near  St.  Lewis,  to  a  did 
in  the  delivery  of  a  certain  gentlewoman.  Flay¬ 
ing  received  ail  the  information  I  thought  re¬ 
quire  from  Mrs.  la  Marche,  I  found  (upon 
fearch)  a  certain  black  flimy  excrement  (the 
meconium)  upon  my  lingers,  which  making  me 
judge  that  the  child  was  coming  with  the  back- 
lide  foremod,  I  told  the  woman  in  labour,  that 
fhe  mud:  drain  and  bear  downwards  with  all  her 
drength,  which  together  with  the  force  of  the 
child  (which  was  very  lively)  broke  the  navel- 
dring  about  four  inches  from  the  child’s  belly, 
fo  I  was  forced  to  take  hold  of  it  with  my  lei c 
hand,  to  prevent  the  effulion  of  blood  and  lofs 
of  fpirits  in  the  child,  whild  with  the  right 
I  brought  forth  the  child,  and  immediately  tied 
up  the  navel-dring  :  Then  I  endeavour’d  to 
draw  out  likewife  the  after-burthen  by  the  na¬ 
vel-dring  ;  but  finding  it  fadened  fome where 
within,  I  convey’d  my  hand  along  it  into  the' 

O  2  womb, 
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womb,  where  I  met  with  other  membranes 
filled  with  water,  and  confequently  judged  that 
there  was  another  child  behind. 

I  had  no  fooner  opened  the  membranes,  but 
an  arm  of  the  l'econd  child  coming  out  along 
with  the  water,  I  reduced  the  fame  backwards 
into  the  womb,  and  guiding  my  hand  along 
the  fhoulder,  ribs,  and  fo  further  along  the  fame 
fide  of  the  body,  the  thigh  and  leg,  to  the 
foot,  which  I  had  no  fooner  brought  out,  but 
the  other  follow’d,  and  as  I  was  pulling  out 
the  firft,  the  arm  drew  back  by  degrees. 

Mr.  Viardel  tells  us,  in  his  3d.  chap.  pag.  18. 

1 That  in  cafe  the  child  is  come  to  its  full  perfection, 
it  breaks  the  membranes  with  its  feet,  and  after¬ 
wards  turning  its  head  downwards  to  the  inner 
orifice  of  the  womb ,  endeavours  to  open  its  own 
pa  f age,  in  order  to  deliver  itf elf  from  its  con¬ 
finement,  unto  which  the  coming  away  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  contributes  considerably,  by  rendering  the  paf- 
fages  J'oft  and  fippery.  But  I  am  of  opinion. 
That  if  it  were  the  child  that  with  its  feet  breaks 
the  membranes ,  they  would  not  bear  down  fo  deep 
into  the  pa f age,  neither  would  appear  bulky  and 
filed  with  water ,  like  a  hog's  bladder. 

However,  thus  far  may  be  affirm’d,  'That  if 
the  child’s  head  does  rot  appear  in  the  birth  focn 
after  the  breaking  of  the  membranes,  and  the  com¬ 
ing  away  of  the  water ,  it  is  a  fign  of  a  long  and 
difficult  labour.  Thus  as  long  as  the  water  of 
a  woman  flows  only  flowly  and  thro’  a  finall 
opening,  the  delivery  is  not  as  yet  at  hand,  be>* 
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caufe  the  pains  are  as  yet  only  ftrong  enough 
to  force  out  the  water,  hut  not  the  child, 
which  does  not  force  its  way  outward,  till  after 
the  coming  away  of  the  water,  whence  the 
men-midwives  and  midwives  have  their  proverb, 
1-hat  as  the  ’water  deer  cafes,  the  labour  and  hopes 
of  a  j ud den  delivery  encreafe. 

This  further  judgment  may  alfo  be  given  of 
the  membranes ;  viz.  Ihat  when  they  appear 
round  and  much  Jwe  'lled  with  water  in  the  orifice 
of  the  womb,  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  jign  of  a  natu¬ 
ral  and  forward  labour  ;  tho'  this  rule  is  not  um- 
verfai,  becaufe  in  cafe  the  child  comes  with  the 
buttocks  or  a  fhoulder  foremofl,  the  rotundity  and 
fweiling  of  the  membranes  appears  in  the  fame 
manner ,  as  in  the  natural  births :  if  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  membranes  appear  of  an  oblong  figure 
at  fir  ft,  they  take  it  for  a  Jign  of  an  unnatural 
travel.  Some  midwifes  fay,  That  the  mem¬ 
branes  appear  at  fir  ft,  according  to  the  fihape  of 
that  part  that  comes  foremofl. 

When  you  find  the  membranes  fufiiciently 
extended  by  the  water,  but  not  able  to  break, 
by  reafon  of  their  thicknefs,you  mu  ft  open  them 
either  with  a  (harp  or  acuminated  grain  of  fait, 
or  the  point  of  a  needle  ;  and  the  membranes 
being  thus  opened  either  naturally  or  artificially, 
and  the  water  following  as  it  ought  to  do,  the 
child  follows  commonly,  after  two  or  three 
fucceeding  pains.  But  to  return  to  our  prefent 
operation  :  this  fecond  child  proved  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  but  not  fo  big  as  the  fir  ft.  I  ty’d  up  the 
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navel-firing  in  two  places,  and  cut  it  betwixt 
the  two  knots ;  and  now  proceeding  in  my 
work  to  fetch  out  the  after- burthens,  1  was 
furprized  to  meet  with  more  membranes,  well 
extended  with  water ;  I  open’d  them,  and  a 
third  child  appear’d  (as  the  water  was  flowing- 
off)  with  the  arm  fore m oft  ;  I  turn’d  it  after 
the  fame  manner  as  I  had  done  with  the  former, 
and  fafely  delivered  it :  it  proved  of  a  larger 
fize  than  the  two  others,  but  the  navel- ft  ring 
much  fhorter. 

I  now  thought  it  high  time  to  look  after  the 
after-burthens,  and  beginning  with  that  of  the 
firft  child  (being  thicker  than  the  reft)  I  guid¬ 
ed  my  hand  along  it  to  the  undermoft  part  of 
the  after-burthens  (holding  the  navel- ft  ring 
all  this  while  with  my  left)  which  I  there  fe pa- 
rated,  being  ftrongly  joined  together  by  a  thick 
membrane  or  fkin,  part  of  the  chorion ,  and  all 
three  enclofed  in  the  fame,  as  the  three  learned 
phyftcians,  Dr.  Lalier,  Biendifant  and  Bricet 
can  teftify,  unto  whom  I  alfo  plainly  fhew'd, 
that  each  of  thefe  womb-cakes,  or  after-bur¬ 
thens  had  its  peculiar  two  membranes,  which 
had  before  enclofed  each  its  child  in  its  water, 
tho’  the  after-burthens  were,  as  I  told  you, 
joined  together. 

But  finding  that  there  was  wanting  fome 
part  of  one  of  the  membranes,  called  amnios , 
I  put  my  hand  once  more  into  the  womb,  and 
difcovered  a  certain  round  and  hard  fubftance, 
which  had  fome  motion,  and  adhered  by  a  fkin, 

z  not 
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not  unlike  that  of  agoofe’s  foot,  to  the  womb, 
as  if  it  had  been  a  womb-cake ;  I  feparated 
and  brought  it  out,  and  upon  full  view  it  proved 
a  mola ,  or  fuperfetation,  of  the  bignefs  of  one 
of  the  balls  that  they  play  with  ufually  in  the 
Pall-malls.  The  three  firft  mentioned  children 
were  all  baptiz’d  in  St.  Lewis’s  church  ;  I  vifit— 
ed  the  mother  for  fourteen  days  afterwards, 
and  the  three  children  did  very  well  all  that 
while,  as  well  as  the  woman  :  I  have  had  di¬ 
vers  other  fuch  deliveries  in  my  practice,  but 
forbear  to  mention  them,  to  avoid  needlefs  re¬ 


petitions. 


Observation  LXIIL 


rfhe  Delivery  of  a  Child  torn  in  pieces  in  the 

womb. 


Ecember  22d,  1674,  I  was  called  to  a 


woman  in  labour  in  the  New-ftreet  of 


St.  Denis.  The  midwife  defpairing  of  being  able 
to  deliver  the  woman,  had  lent  for  a  noted  man- 
midwife  of  Paris,  who  had  done  all  he  could  to 
accomplilh  the  delivery,  but  without  fuccefs  ; 
for  finding  all  his  art  and  {Length  to  fail  him, 
he  had  l*eft  her  in  the  lurch.  Hearing  how  mat¬ 
ters  flood,  I  convey’d  my  fingers  thro’  the  neck 
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of 
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of  the  womb,  within  the  inner  orifice,  where 

I  found  an  opening  or  hole  of  the  bignefs  of 
my  fail,  and  the  guts,  as  well  of  the  woman  as 
of  the  child,  fallen  thro’  it  into  the  womb  ;  this 
made  me  foon  to  draw  hack  my  hand,  and  to 
afk  the  midwife,  Whether  fie  had  had  a  hand 
in  this  dij after  ;  (lie  anfwer’d  me,  No  and  that 
fie  Jhould  be  very  forry  if  fie  had. 

The  poor  woman  in  labour  thereupon  told 
me,  7  hat  the  before-mentioned  man-midwife  had 
fo  managed  her  for  two  hours ,  that  floe  was  fenfible 
fee  could  not  efcape  with  life.,  but  that  all  her  de¬ 
fire  was  to  deliver  her ,  in  order  to  fee  the  child 
baptiz'd.  I  told  her,  ‘That  I  could  not  undertake 
Jo  difficult  a  tajk ,  before  1  had  fpoken  with  the 
man- midwife  that  had  been  there  before  me,  to 
defire  him  cither  to  accomplijh  the  delivery,  or  at 
leaf  to  be  an  exe-witnejs  of  what  1  did.  The 
man-midwife  being  fent  for,  excufed  himfelf 
from  coming,  whilft  I  perfuaded  the  woman  to 
provide  for  her  foul,  by  receiving  the  facra- 
ments.  In  the  mean  time  Dr.  Doutee,  a  fa¬ 
mous  phyfician  of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  being 
fent  for,  1  fairly  dated  the  cafe  to  him,  (hew¬ 
ing  him  one  of  the  arms  of  the  child,  with 
the  firing  remaining  about  it,  wherewith  the 
man-midwife  had  torn  it  from  the  body,  as 
alfo  another  firing  he  had  left  on  one  of  the 
child’s  legs,  which  mayferve  as  convincing  in- 
ftances,  that  the  ufe  of  firings  in  hard  labours 
is  not  proper  at  all  times,  but  only  under  cer¬ 
tain  circumftances. 


o 
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There  was  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  queflioil 
the  child’s  death,  and  that  of  the  mother  was 
at  hand  ;  yet  the  urged  me  without  intermiffion 
to  deliver  the  child,  in  order  to  have  it  bap¬ 
tiz’d,  tho’  it  fhould  haften  her  death  ;  and  Dr. 
Doute  moved  with  companion,  perfuaded  me 
to  gratify  her  requeft.  I  mult  confefs,  I  would 
never  advife  a  man-midwife  to  meddle  with  a 
bufinefs  of  this  nature  left  by  another,  unlefs 
he  thinks  himfelf  fecure  of  fuccefs,  it  being 
certain,  that  the  la  ft  bears  all  the  blame,  tho’  he 
be  never  fo  innocent.  I  was  too  fenftble  of  this 
maxim,  as  well  as  of  the  prefent  danger  of  the 
patient  at  this  time,  yet  at  her  earned  in  treaties, 
and  the  perfuaftons  of  Dr.  Doute,  I  refolved  to 
do  my  utmoft,  but  did  not  forget  to  reprefent 
to  him  the  hazard  I  put  myfelf  into,  by  un¬ 
dertaking  fuch  a  talk,  which  being  quite  def- 
perate  mail  needs  tend  to  my  difreputation. 
To  be  fhort,  I  brought  out  the  child,  but 
torn  in  fuch  a  manner  as  I  related  before, 
with  the  guts  hanging  out  into  the  very  neck 
of  the  womb  (before  its  delivery)  whereof  I 
defired  the  dodtor  to  take  notice  before  I  laid 
hand  to  the  work.  The  doctor  ordered  her 
nothing  but  a  nourilhing  diet,  and  to  fend 
for  a  prieft  to  take  care  of  her  foul  3  which 
done,  we  departed. 

Upon  this  occafton  I  can’t  but  recommend 
this  as  an  ^infallible  rule  to  all  men-midwives 
and  midwives,  not  to  be  too  hafty  in  their 
proceedings,  but  to  wait  with  patience,  till 

matters 
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matters  are  brought  to  maturity,  and  in  the 
mean  while  aflill  nature,  by  dilating  and  pre¬ 
paring  the  pafiages  with  fmoothing  remedies, 
as  frefh  butter  and  fuch  like.  They  ought 
conftantly  to  have  before  their  eyes,  that  God 
is  an  eye-witnefs  of  their  rafhnefs,  and  there¬ 
fore  fhould  never  prefcribe,  or  give  any  re¬ 
medies  to  women  with  child,  without  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  a  good  phyfician,  in  cafe  one  is  to  be 
had,  without  which  they  can  never  expedl  the 
bleffing  of  God  Almighty,  who  will  not  deny 
them  his  affiftance,  if  they  proceed  with  due 
care  and  diligence. 


o  BSERVATION  LXIV. 

5 the  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  one  Side  foremofl . 

AUGUST  20th,  1675,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
lock-fmith’s  wife  in  the  ftreet  of  Cha- 
renton,  in  the  fuburb  of  St.  Anthony’s.  The 
child  prefented  its  left  tide  foremofl,  and  its 
bulk  being  extraordinary,  I  fufpedted  it  to  be 
dropfical,  as  indeed  it  proved  afterwards,  the 
woman  herfelf  being  of  a  very  ill  habit  of 
body. 

1  convey’d  my  fingers  (as  I  ufed  to  do)  into 

the  womb,  and  taking  hold  of  the  feet  brought 

them 
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them  out  to  the  buttocks,  when  I  obferved  the. 
child  to  pits,  but  for  fear  of  a  offtake,  defired 
the  midwife,  who  was  an  old  experienced  dame, 
to  give  her  fentiments  of  the  matter ;  and  fhe 
agreeing  with  me  in  opinion,  I  told  her. 
That  the  fame  was  occafiori  d  by  the  flraitnefs  of 
the  pafjage  prefing  upon  the  bladder  of  the 
child ,  which  proved  to  be  a  girl.  The  urine 
continued  to  come  for  a  conliderable  time  as 
clear  as  rock  water ;  but  fearing  the  child 
might  be  ftifled  in  the  birth,  (in  cafe  it  fhould 
be  alive)  I  did  all  I  could  to  pull  out  the  firft 
leg  (wrapt  in  a  cloth)  till  the  other  follow¬ 
ing  1  brought  forth  the  whole  child,  but  with¬ 
out  any  figns  of  life.  It  was  about  feven 
months  old ;  its  joints  being  very  tender,  I 
had  fomewhat  drained  the  knee ;  for  the 
child’s  belly  being  much  fwell’d,  I  had  much 
ado  to  bring  it  thro’  the  pafiage,  without  any 
further  violence,  for  fear  of  tearing  the  leg 
from  the  body.  The  midwife  laid.  She  had 
never  feen  fo  nice  a  delivery  before.  I  did  alfo 
fetch  out  the  after-burthen,  which  was  much 
putrined,  notwithstanding  which  the  woman 
did  very  well,  both  in  and  after  her  lying-in. 
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o  ESERVATION  LXV. 


Uhe  Delivery  of  tvso  yfter-burthens  joined  to¬ 
gether. . 

SEptember  14th,  1675,  I  was  Tent  for  to  a 
poor  woman,  to  deliver  her  of  twins,  be¬ 
ing  a  girl  and  a  boy.  ;  The  fir  ft  prefenting  her 
hand,  I  convey’d  my  fingers  along  the  artn 
to  the  fhoulder,  and  thence  along  one  fide  of 
the  body,  till  I  could  reach  the  feet,  one 
whereof  1  brought  out  and  baptiz’d  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  wrapt  the  foot  in  a  cloth,  1  delivered  the 
child  in  the  fame  manner  as  has  been  often 
mentioned.  Then  bringing  my  hand  into  the 
womb  in  fearch  for  the  after-burthen,  I  met 
with  other  membranes  full  of  water ;  I  opened 
them,  and  the  child  coming  like  the  former, 
3  manag’d  and  deliver’d  it  in  the  lame  man- 
ner.  They  were  both  of  one  bignefs.  I  pull’d 
the  navel-firing  of  the  girl  (being  the  firft 
born)  to  try  whether  the  after-burthen  would 
follow  j  but  finding  it  fattened  to  the  womb,  I 
brought  in  my  fingers  and  hand,  and  fepara- 
ted  the  fame  on  its  lowermoft  part,  and  then 
it  came  forth  with  little  trouble,  as  did  alfo 
the  fecond.  Taking  a  view  of  the  after-bur¬ 
thens. 
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thens,  I  found  them  joined  together  by  a  ftrong 
membrane  or  fkin,  of  the  breadth  of  four 
inches,  tho’  for  the  reft,  each  of  them  was  en¬ 
tire  by  itfelf,  and  had  its  peculiar  membranes 
belonging  to  them  for  I  feparated  them  with 
great  care,  to  convince  myfelf  in  oppofition  of 
what  has  been  afferted  upon  this  head,  by  the 
fo  often  mentioned  author. 
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o  BSERVATION  LXVI. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Face  foremofl. 

MARCH  7th,  1676,  I  was  called  to  a 
woman  in  the  Baillets-ftreet.  Finding 
the  woman  extended  almoft  quite  naked  before 
the  fire,  I  afk’d  the  midwife  the  meaning  there¬ 
of,  and  feeing  the  child’s  face  prefented  itfelf  in 
the  midft  of  the  exterior  lips  of  the  privy 
parts,  with  the  forehead  towards  the  mother’s 
fundament,  I  gave  the  midwife  a  reprimand, 
telling  her,  That  jhe  ought  to  have  proceeded  with 
more  circumjpedlion  and  patience  unto  which 
fhe  anfwered,  That  this  being  the  firjl  time  that 
Jhe  ever  faw  a  child  appear  thus ,  jhe  had  takejt  it 
for  a  monjier ,  and  was  almofl  frightened  out  of 
her  fenfes . 


Having 
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Having  well  anointed  my  fingers  with  but¬ 
ter,  I  brought  them  in  betwixt  the  lips  of  the 
privities,  and  the  forehead  and  cheeks  of  the 
child,  in  hopes  of  extending  the  parts  by  de¬ 
grees  ;  but  finding  this  unfuccefsful,  I  convey’d 
them  betwixt  the  forehead  and  the  lower  part 
of  the  vagina  or  pafiage,  lying  juft  above  the 
gut  or  fundament,  the  prefling  with  my  fin¬ 
gers  being  follow’d  by  a  violent  pain,  the  child’s 
head  came  out,  and  I  laying  both  my  hands, 
one  on  each  fide  of  the  ears,  pulled  out  the 
whole  body.  The  face  was  very  black,  but 
was  foon  cured  by  bathing  it  with  a  little  warm 
wine.  I  have  delivered  feveral  women,  whofe 
children  came  with  the  face  foremoft,  and  al¬ 
ways  without  any  great  difficulty,  it  being  only 
to  be  obferved,  'That  in  fuch  cafes,  no  violence 
tnuft  be  it  fed,  but  nature  be  left  to  its  own 
courfe  j  which  done ,  there  is  no  danger  either  of 
the  mother  or  child. 


\ 
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Observation  LXVII. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  having  a  Tumour  in. 
the  inferior  Region  of  her  Belly. 

October  26th,  1678,1  was  call’d  to  a 

woman  in  the  ftreet  called  Maubec,  hav¬ 
ing  a  tumour  in  her  lower  belly,  about  the  re¬ 
gion  of  the  womb,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  large 
ball,  which  preffing  fo  hard  upon  the  fphinffier 
of  the  bladder,  as  totally  fuppreffed  the  urine. 
Dr.  Biendifant,  phyfician  of  the  faculty  of  Pa¬ 
ris  was  fent  for,  who  ordered  her  divers  re¬ 
medies,  and  ordered  me  to  draw  away  the 
urine,  by  the  help  of  a  catheter,  which  I  did 
effectually.  I  had  often  occalion  to  make  ufe 
of  the  fame  inftrument  afterwards,  but  with 
much  more  difficulty,  fire  beginning  to  grow 
weary  of  this  operation,  and  the  tumour 
prefi'ing  fo  clofe  upon  the  bladder,  that  there 
was  no  paffage  for  the  inftrument.  One  day, 
after  fire  had  refufed  to  admit  of  the  catheter, 
the  extenfion  of  the  bladder,  by  the  de¬ 
tention  of  the  urine,  caufed  fo  violent  a  pain, 
that  fhe  was  glad  to  crave  my  affiftance ;  but 
finding  it  impoffibie  to  bring  in  the  catheter,  I 
had  recourfe  to  a  fomentation  made  of  the  de¬ 
coction 
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coition  of  mallows,  althea,  of  violet  leaves, 
the  pellitory  of  the  wall,  and  linfeed  j  this 
being  applied  to  the  belly  relaxed  the  parts, 
and  making  way  for  the  catheter,  the  evacua¬ 
ted  a  good  quantity  of  urine,  which  allay’d 
her  pain  ;  but  this  being  of  no  long  continu¬ 
ance,  the  began  to  be  foon  weary  again  of 
this  operation,  but  applied  herfelf  to  a  mid¬ 
wife,  who  purg’d  her  for  three  weeks,  but 
without  any  remarkable  relief.  She  then  had 
recourfe  to  another  midwife,  who  ply’d  her 
with  medicines  day  and  night,  but  with  no 
better  fuccefs  than  the  former.  Next  the  ufed 
the  advice  of  another  doitor,  who  gave  her  a 
drink  of  his  own  preparation,  which  evacu¬ 
ated  abundance  of  matter  as  black  as  pitch, 
notwithftanding  which,  the  fwelling  remained 
in  the  fame  hate  and  condition  as  before, 
being  eafily  to  be  grafp’d  with  one’s  hand,  tho’ 
the  woman  was  near  four  months  with  child  j 
but  afterwards  it  was  fcarce  difcernable  on  the 
out-fide,  the  woman  complaining  only  of  feel¬ 
ing  a  heavy  weight  within  her,  and  a  mo  it  vio¬ 
lent  pain  in  her  hips. 

In  the  feventh  month  of  her  bignefs  ihe  was 
feized  frequently  with  a  flux  of  blood,  fo  as 
to  evacuate  about  two  pounds  of  blood  at  a 
time.  But  on  the  25th  of  October,  1678,  (in 
the  eighth  month  of  her  being  with  child)  the 
flux  returning  with  greater  violence  than  be¬ 
fore,  (lie  lent  for  a  midwife,  who  (upon  iearch 
made)  was  of  opinion,  that  (lie  could  not  be 

delivered 
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delivered  as  yet ;  however,  a  doctor  there  pre¬ 
terit  order’d  her  a  flender  phlebotomy  againft 
the  next  day.  The  following  night  the 
midwife  was  called  again,  but  perfided  in  her 
former  opinion,  that  there  was  no  alteration 
lince  die  had  left  her.  However,  the  poor  wo¬ 
man  growing  weaker  every  hour.  Dr.  Biendi- 
fant  was  fent  for  out  of  his  bed,  who  agreed  to 
a  phlebotomy  ;  but  the  woman  was  reduced 
to  fo  low  a  condition,  by  the  continued  lofs 
of  blood,  that  within  a  few  hours  alter  die  ex¬ 
pir’d.  She  was  open’d  immediately,  to  fave 
(if  poffible)  the  child,  which  was  a  boy,  but 
without  the  lead  appearance  of  life  j  belides 
which,  there  was  a  mola  or  falfe  conception 
(or  rather  a  fuperfetation)  of  a  mufculous 
fubdance  in  the  womb  j  which,  upon  an  ex- 
adt  view,  we  found  joined  to  the  fore  mod 
part  of  the  womb,  by  feveral  drong  liga¬ 
ments,  and  cover’d  with  a  peculiar  membrane; 
it  weigh’d  about  a  pound ;  part  of  the  after-bur¬ 
then  of  the  child  adhered  to  this  mola,  which 
was  alfo  fo  clofely  join’d  to  the  womb,  that 

we  were  forced  to  null  it  off  with  fome  vio- 

* 

lence.  We  dilledted  the  mola ,  which  appear’d 
on  the  inlide  like  a  piece  of  veal,  but  without 
any  blood. 


* 
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Observation  LXVIII. 


'The  Delivery  of  a  Child,  the  one  Arm  where' 
of  food  quite  out  of  the  birth. 


UNE  17th,  1678,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the 


„_!  morning,  I  was  called  to  a  woman  in  la¬ 
bour,  in  a  Joyner’s  houfe,  in  the  ftreet  de 
Berry  au  Marais.  The  child’s  arm  appear’d 
quite  without  to  the  flhoulder :  the  midwife  had 
indeed  endeavour’d  to  bring  it  back,  but  to 
no  pur  pole,  the  arm  being  much  fwell’d,  by 
its  long  continuance  in  the  paffage,  and  perhaps 
alio  by  the  violent  management  of  the  midwife; 
betides  that,  the  laid  arm  was  fqueez’d  in  very 
hard  in  the  inner  orifice  of  the  womb.  I  did 
all  that  poiiibly  1  could  to  reduce  it  back  into 
the  womb;  but  finding  it  impracticable,  i  con¬ 
vey’d  my  hand  along  it,  endeavouring  to  di¬ 
late  with  my  lingers  the  inner  orifice  of  the 
womb,  to  open  my  way  into  it,  laying  fome- 
times  my  left  hand  upon  the  woman’s  belly  to 
keep  her  heady  down.  After  I  had  thus 
brought  my  hand  within  the  womb,  I  could 
dillinCfly  feel  every  part  of  the  child.  The; 
firft  was  the  neck,  then  the  bead,  lying  on. 
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guiding  my  hand  along  the  child’s  body,  I 
found  it  to  lie  double  with  the  belly  towards 
the  bottom  of  the  womb,  the  knees  bent,  the 
legs  under  the  head,  and  the  left  arm  crols 
the'legs :  if  I  could  have  taken  hold  of  a  knee, 
I  might  have  delivered  the  child  then  ;  but  I 
thought  it  more  fafe  to  go  further  to  the  leg, 
which  tho’  not  fo  much  involv’d  in  the  mem¬ 
branes  of  the  after-burthen,  yet  I  could  not 
bring  it  out  without  great  trouble,  becaufe  of 
two  main  obftacles  ;  firft,  the  head  lying  a- 
crofs  the  inner  orifice  of  the  womb,  I  was 
forced  to  remove  it  firft,  to  prepare  a  freer 
paflage  for  the  feet ;  the  fecond  was  the  arm, 
which  likewife  obftrudted  the  paflage. 

It  alfo  happened  unfortunately,  that  my 
hand  being  at  that  very  time  feized  with  a  be- 
numbednefs,  I  was  not  able  to  keep  the  foot, 
which  occafioned  me  no  fmail  trouble  ;  for 
though  my  hand  foon  recovered,  yet  the  foot 
being  drawn  back  from  the  place  where  I  had 
brought  it  before,  betwixt  the  head  and  the 
neck  of  the  child  quite  bent  behind  the 
fhoulder,  I  had  much'  ado  to  bring  it  again 
(without  danger  to  the  child)  to  the  inner 
orifice  of  the  womb ;  befides  that,  it  was  as 
flippery  as  an  eel,  and  thus  feveral  times  flipp’d 
out  of  my  fingers,  till  at  laft  I  wound  it  up 
in  a  fine  linen  cloth,  and  fo  pull’d  it  towards 
me  with  ail  my  ftrength.  I  heard  fome  of  the 
child’s  lirrrbs  crack  in  pulling  out,  which  made 
me  fear  their  being  broken,  but  it  was  unavoid- 
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able.  I  having  occafion  of  all  my  ftrength  to 
deliver  it,  without  which  the  mother  mu  ft  have 
been  in  evident  danger  of  being  loft,  which 
ought  to  be  prevented  by  all  poffible  means, 
efpecially  after  the  child  has  been  baptized. 

Whilft  I  was  endeavouring  with  all  my 
ftrength  to  pull  out  the  child,  the  mother  af- 
fifted  me  fo  effectually,  that  the  thigh  above 
the  leg,  which  I  had  in  my  hand,  coming  out 
at  once  to  the  arfe,  the  arm  drew  infenfibly 
backwards ;  then  conveying  my  fingers  into  the 
womb,  to  fee  how  the  other  thigh  was  laid, 
I  found  the  leg  lying  upon  the  belly,  and  fo 
brought  it  out  with  little  further  trouble. 

I  muft  confefs,  that  fuch  deliveries  as  thefe 
require  a  great  deal  of  refolution  in  a  man- 
midwife,  which  ought  not  to  be  undertaken 
rafhly,  but  only  when  the  mother,  as  well  as 
the  child,  are  in  danger  of  being  loft.  Thefe 
misfortunes  generally  owe  their  origin  to  the 
ignorance  of  the  mid  wives,  who  often  don’t 
require  any  further  afliftance,  before  the  womb 
becomes  quite  dry,  and  the  child  is  fettled  very 
low  in  the  womb. 

Having  got  cut  both  the  legs,  I  pulled  the 
reft  of  the '  body  to  the  (boulders  (with  in¬ 
credible  pains)  and  the  head  follow’d  at  laft, 
as  did  alfo  the  after-burthen,  but  much  torn, 
being  fomewhat  putrified,  and  of  a  dark  green 
colour.  The  navel-ftring  appear’d  alfo  very 
putrid ;  yet  the  child  was  born  alive,  and  ap¬ 
pear’d  of  a  natural  colour,  notwithftanding 
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the  hardffiips  it  had  endured  in  the  birth,  bu* 
died  about  half  an  hour  after,  the  reafon 
whereof  may  probably  be  attributed  to  the  ill 
difpofition  of  the  after-burthen,  whence  the 
child  receiv’d  a  corrupted  nourifhment. 

The  delivery  being  thus  accompli  fh’d,  I  or¬ 
der’d  the  mother  a  mixture  of  an  ounce  of  oil 
of  fweet  almonds,  two  ounces  of  fyrrup  of 
maiden-hair,  and  the  juice  of  three  four 
oranges,  a  remedy  of  great  efficacy  for  wo¬ 
men  lately  delivered  ;  but  care  muft  be  taken, 
that  within  two  hours  after  its  taking,  no¬ 
thing  of  food  be  given  to  the  patient,  for 
fear  of  occafioning  a  vomiting,  which  might 
produce  a  relaxation  of  the  ligaments  of  the 
womb.  The  next  day  1  found  her  without  a 
fever,  and  order’d  her  a  clyfter  of  the  de¬ 
coction  of  lettuce,  mallows,  althea  and  violet 
leaves,  each  a  handful,  adding  to  it  three 
ounces  of  honey.  The  woman  did  very 
well  during  her  whole  lying-in,  tho’  ffie  was 
no  lefs  than  forty  years  of  age ;  ffie  lived 
upon  very  nouriffiing  food,  and  had  daily  two 
clyfters  apply ’d  of  the  before-faid  decodlions, 
with  the  addition  only  of  an  ounce  of  expref- 
fed  oil  of  walnuts  to  each  clyfter. 


A 
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Observation  LXIX. 

j The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  offered  with  a  mofl 

violent  flux  of  Blood. 

JAnuary  i  ith,  1679,  I  was  called  out  in  the 
morning  at  four  o’clock,  to  deliver  a  gentle¬ 
woman  in  the  ftreet  called  Gervais  Laurent, 
at  the  foot  of  the  bridge  of  our  Lady,  in  the 
parifh  of  the  Holy  Crofs.  This  gentlewoman 
being  about  eight  months  with  child,  was 
feized  with  a  moft  violent  flux  of  blood, 
which  having  continued  for  ten  or  twelve 
days,  fhe  was  reduced  to  a  miferable  con¬ 
dition.  Upon  fearch  made  with  my  fingers 
(well  greafed)  I  found  the  whole  vagina  or 
paflage  filled  with  clods  of  coagulated  blood, 
notwithflanding  which  the  flux  continued. 
As  foon  as  I  had  brought  out  the  clods  of 
blood,  I  convey’d  my  fingers  further  into  the 
inner  orifice  of  the  womb,  which  I  found 
very  thin  and  foft,  and  fo  wide,  that  I  could 
put  in  three  of  my  fingers  foremoft  ;  I  fearch’d 
with  one  finger  firft  and  found  the  after-bur¬ 
then  foremoft,  and  clofely  joined  round  the  in¬ 
ner,  orifice  of  the  womh,  which  was  the  oc-> 
cafion  of  the  exceflive  flux  of  blood j  and  as 
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it  had  reduced  the  woman  to  a  very  low  con¬ 
dition,  fo  this  join’d  to  the  other  circumftan- 
ces,  made  me  fear  the  life  both  of  the  woman 
and  child. 

I  defiring  therefore  the  a  fh  fiance  of  a  phyfi- 
cian,  Dr.  Biendifant  was  fent  for,  who  finding 
the  poor  patient  not  in  a  condition  to  difpenfe 
with  many  remedies,  prefcrib’d  her  only  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  purflain  and  plaintain-water,  three 
ounces  each  ;  half  a  dram  of  the  confection  of 
hyacinths,  without  mufk ;  prepared  pearls,  one 
fcruple,  mix’d  with  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the 
fyrrupof  pomegranates.  This  flopp’d  the  flux 
for  a  while,  yet  not  quite ;  fo  that  her  weak- 
nefs  encreafing  every  minute,  it  was  refolved 
to  have  her  deliver’d,  notwithstanding  the 
great  danger  that  muft  needs  attend  it ;  but 
confidering  her  death  was  infallible,  unlefs  {he 
was  delivered,  I  went  to  work ;  tho’  as  I  laid 
her  crofs  the  bed,  there  appear’d  in  her  not 
the  leafl  figns  of  fenfe  or  motion,  fo  that 
every  body  concluded  fine  would  die  under  my 
hands. 

However,  I  found  fome  means  to  convey 
my  hand  (well  greafed  before)  into  the  inner 
orifice  of  the  womb,  where  I  again  felt  the 
after-burthen  fatten’d  to  it,  as  I  had  told  Dr. 
Biendifant  before :  I  peel’d  it  off  by  degrees, 
and  brought  it  out ;  and  then  turning  my  hand 
again  in  the  womb,  the  firft  thing  I  met  with, 
was  the  navel-firing,  along  which  I  guided 
my  hand  firft  to  the  child’s  belly,  and  then 
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downwards  to  the  thigh,  and  thence  lower 
to  the  leg  and  foot,  which  I  brought  out  and 
baptiz’d.  Whilffc  I  was  pulling  this  foot  the 
other  follow’d,  and  the  whole  body  after  it, 
as  has  been  obferved  frequently  before.  The 
child  being  quite  alive,  the  parifh  pried  of  the 
Holy  Crofs  (who  had  before  adminiftered  the 
facraments  unto  the  mother)  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  baptizing  it,  tho’  contrary  to  his  and 
all  our  expectations.  Immediately  after  the 
delivery,  the  woman  recovering  in  fome  mea- 
fure  her  fenfes.  Dr.  Bicndifant  prefcrib’d  her 
the  following  cordial :  of  fucchory  and  bug- 
lofs  water,  three  ounces  each  ;  of  the  confec¬ 
tion  of  alkermes  without  muflc,  half  a  drachm; 
of  prepared  pearls,  one  fcruple  ;  and  fyrrup  of 
maiden-hair,  two  ounces. 

About  two  hours  after  fhe  was  ordered  to 
take  half  a  cup  full  of  broth  only,  for  fear  of 
over-charging  her  ftomach .  She  was  much 
better  the  next  day,  yet  not  without  fome  fymp- 
toms  of  a  fever,  againft  which  a  clyfter  was 
ordered,  made  of  the  decoCtion  of  the  cooling 
herbs,  with  three  ounces  of  honey. 

The  ferond  day  after  the  flooding  flopp’d  ; 
fhe  recover’d  again  by  the  ufe  of  the  before- 
mention’d  cordial.  However  fhe  complained 
of  a  tenfion  and  pain  in  her  belly  (which  was 
much  fwelld)  as  alfo  in  her  hips,  wherewith 
fhe  had  been  affeCled  before  her  delivery  : 
fhe  was  alfo  afflicted  with  a  violent  pain  in  the 
head  (the  ordinary  fymptom  of  all  exceffive 
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fluxes  of  blood)  which  continued  even  after 
her  lying-in,  with  an  intermittent  fever :  fhe 
was  alfo  troubled  with  frequent  bileous  dejec¬ 
tions  or  a  loofenefs,  againft  which  we  prefcrib’d 
her  clyfters  of  the  decodtion  of  emollient 
herbs,  with  linfeed;  yet  after  fome  time 
this  woman  recovered  her  health,  except  that 
three  weeks  after  her  lying-in,  fhe  loft  the 
fight  of  one  of  her  eyes,  by  a  violent  deflu¬ 
xion,  which  by  all  the  art  that  could  be  deviled, 
was  never  removed  thence.  The  caufe  of  this 
difafter  I  attribute  to  a  fharp,  vifcid  and  bile¬ 
ous  humour  contained  in  the  veins,  which 
being  put  in  motion  by  the  violence  of  the 
pain  this  woman  fuffer’d  during  her  labour, 
and  the  anxiety  of  mind  Ihe  lay  under,  was 
carried  upwards  and  fettled  in  the  head. 
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O  BSERVATION  LXX. 

* The  Delivery  of  Twins,  one  with  the  Buttocks , 
the  other  with  one  Bye  foremojl. 

E^Ecember  19th,  1679,  I  was  lent  for  in 
I  St.  Mederic’s-ftreet  to  a  lady  of  quality, 
the  wife  of  a  public  minifter  of  one  of  the  great- 
eft  princes  of  Germany,  then  refiding  at  Paris. 
He  received  me  very  courteoully  ;  and  when  I 
told  him.  That  1  looked  upon  it  as  a  fmgular  ho¬ 
nour,  to  have  deferved  /o  good  an  opinion  from 
him ,  as  to  commit  what  was  dear  eft  to  him  in  the 
world  to  my  care  ;  He  told  me,  That  he  thought 
he  could  not  put  her  in  better  hands  than  mine , 
I  enquired  of  the  lady,  How  foe  felt  her  pains  3 
She  reply ’d,  Such  as  floe  had  never  felt  before  in 
her  life,  being  very  violent,  and  having  lafted 
already  twelve  hours ;  beftdes  that ,  it  was  the 
fir  ft  time  of  her  being  with  child.  She  was  let 
blood  once  already  in  the  arm,  which  I  re¬ 
peated  with  her  permiffion. 

Then  anointing  my  fingers  well  with  but¬ 
ter,  I  found  (upon  fearch)  that  the  membranes 
were  broken,  and  that  the  water  came  away  3 
but  for  the  reft,  the  birth  ftood  fo  backwards 
as  yet,  that  I  could  not  difeover  any  thing 
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farther.  The  midwife  being  one  of  the  moft 
prudent  women  I  knew,  I  order’d  her  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  patient  a  clyfter  of  halt  a  pint  of  meat 
broth,  three  ounces  of  honey,  and  two  ounces 
of  oil  of  fweet  almonds.  This  clyfter  gave 
fome  little  eafe ;  yet  not  fo,  but  that  the  pains 
continued  very  violent  all  that  night.  I  did 
not  ftir  from  her  all  that  time  ;  and  upon  a  fe- 
cond  fearch  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  I 
felt  with  the  extremity  of  my  finger  a  child 
with  the  buttocks  forenioft,  on  the  right  fide 
of  the  neck  and  inner  orifice  of  the  womb  ; 
and  on  the  left  fide  1  felt  one  eye.  As  I  was 
fenfible  how  difficult  a  talk,  it  would  prove  for 
the  head  to  open  its  pafiage,  as  the  cafe  flood, 
I  put  the  head  backwards,  for  the  better  con- 
veniency  of  fearching  after  a  foot,  which  be¬ 
ing  got  into  my  hand,  1  drew  it  out  and  bap¬ 
tized  it  j  then  wrapping  a  cloth  about  it,  I 
continued  to  draw  towards  me,  and  the  other 
leg  being  bent  upon  the  belly,  the  body  of 
the  child  follow’d  in  the  fame  manner  as  has 
been  often  obferved  before.  I  brought  out  the 
after-burthen  by  pulling  only  by  the  navel- 
firing  ;  but  finding  fome  part  of  the  membrane 
amnios  to  be  left  behind  in  the  neck  of  the 
womb,  whilft  I  was  looking  for  it,  I  felt  the 
head  of  another  child  (the  fame  whofe  eye  I  had 
ffifcover’d  before)  which  came  into  the  world 
in  its  natural  pofition  with  its  after-burthen. 
They  proved  two  hand  fome  girls,  each  having 
its  peculiar  after-burthen.  The  child-bed  lady 
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did  extreamly  well,  and  was  highly  fatis- 
fied  with  the  method  I  commonly  made  ufe  of 
with  women  in  their  lying-in.  I  order’d  her 
frequently  fmall  emollient  clyfters  and  fomen¬ 
tations  of  the  deception  of  barley  and  cher¬ 
vil,  tho’  hie  was  not  in  the  leaft  bruifed  during 
her  labour,  which  proved  very  hard,  this  be¬ 
ing  the  firft  time  of  her  lying-in.  Both  the 
young  ladies  continue  in  good  health  to  this 
day. 


O  BSERV  ATION  LXXI. 

! The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  its  right  Arm 

quite  below  the  Womb . 


I“pEbruary  1 6th,  1680,  I  was  called  to  a 
woman  in  labour,  living  on  one  fide  of 
the  bridge  of  our  Lady.  She  was  very  young, 
fmall  of  fiature,  of  a  melancholy  conftitution, 
and  this  the  nrft  time  of  her  being  with  child. 
She  had  been  in  labour  for  fome  time  before, 
the  whole  arm  of  the  child  being  got  already 
into  the  vagina  or  paflage,  the  navel-firing 
lying  clofe  to  it,  doubled  about  the  length  of  a 
foot ;  but  feeling  very  cold,  and  without  any 
pulfe,  I  judged  it  high  time  to  haften  the  deli¬ 
very,  concerning  the  method  whereof  much 

has 
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has  been  faid  already  before ;  yet  this  being  the 
moft  troublefome,  I  thought  fit  to  oblige  the 
reader  with  this  alfo,  to  demonftrate  to  the 
world,  that  this  way  of  proceeding  is  the  ea- 
fieft  both  for  the  woman  and  man-midwife. 

Having  therefore  well  greafed  both  my 
hands  with  frefli  butter,  I  went  to  work, 
but  did  not  think  fit  to  put  the  arm  back¬ 
wards,  inftead  whereof  I  guided  my  hand 
along  it  up  to  the  fhoulder ;  but  finding  it  im- 
poffible  to  ftir  it,  I  convey’d  my  fingers  along 
the  child’s  body  (which  lay  aero fs  with  the 
head  to  the  right  fide  of  the  womb)  and  met 
with  the  other  arm,  but  without  meddling 
with  it  advanced  to  one  fide  of  the  head,  and 
felt  the  after-burthen  at  the  bottom  of  the 
womb,  yet  did  not  meddle  with  either  of 
them,  my  bufinefs  being  to  look  for  the  feet. 
At  laft  I  found  one  knee  intangled  in  part  of 
the  membranes,  which  I  turn’d,  and  at  laft 
reach’d  one  leg  and  foot,  which  1  wrapp’d  im¬ 
mediately  in  a  cloth  ;  and  whilft  I  pulled  it  to¬ 
wards  me  with  the  right  hand,  I  dilated  with 
my  left  the  outward  orifice  of  the  womb,  and 
then  brought  the  before-mentioned  arm  back¬ 
wards,  which  I  need  not  to  have  done,  had 
the  child  been  alive ;  for  then  the  arm  draws 
back  of  courfe,  and  the  foot  comes  forward  ; 
and  fo  it  happen’d  in  fome  meafure  here,  tho’ 
the  child  was  dead  ;  the  arm  going  inward 
gradually,  as  the  foot  came  out,  which  being 
all  over  befmear’d.  with  the  meconium  or  black 
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excrements,  I  wrapp’d  it  in  a/refh  cloth,  and 
thus  delivered  the  child,  tho’  dead,  which  pro¬ 
ved  a  daughter.  The  after-burthen  which  X, 
brought  forth  foon  after,  was  a  French  ell,  or 
five  quarters  of  an  English  yard  long.  Whilft 
you  are  bulled  in  bringing  away  the  after-bur¬ 
then,  you  muft  admonifh  the  woman  not  to 
force  downwards,  becaufe  it  will  hinder  the 
turning  and  operation  of  your  hand  in  the 
womb  :  Care  ought  alfo  to  be  taken  that  every 
thing  be  quiet,  the  noife  of  the  danders  by  be¬ 
ing  prejudicial  to  the  man-midwife  as  well  as 
the  woman  in  labour,  who  ought  to  abftain, 
at  that  time  efpecially,  from  all  fweet-fcented 
things,  which  occafion  fometimes  very  trou- 
blefome  fymptoms.  I  order’d  our  woman  to 
be  kept  from  talking,  and  as  quiet  as  poffibly 
could  be  ;  and  for  the  reft,  gave  her  fome  eafy 
remedies,  iiich  as  were  moil  confident  with  her 
poverty. 
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O  BSERVATI ON  LXXII. 

/  J  *  }  /  : 

^he  Delivery  of  a  Child,  the  Back  of  which 

was  bent  quite  double. 


FEbruary  16th,  1681,  I  was  called  at  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning  to  a  gentlewoman 
in  St.  MedericVftreet.  The  midwife  telling 
me  immediately  that  the  child  was  not  well 
turn’d,  i  defired  her  to  lay  the  woman  in  la¬ 
bour  a-crofs  the  bed  ;  this  done,  I  convey’d  my 
fingers  (well  greafed)  into  the  vagina  or  paf- 
fage,  the  better  to  extend  it ;  I  felt  with  my 
fore-finger  the  inner  orifice  of  the  womb,  of 
fuch  a  bignefs  as  to  admit  a  pafiage  for  my 
hand  to  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  where  I 
found  the  child  bent  double  with  its  back, 
with  the  two  thighs  upon  the  bread:,  and  the 
two  legs,  each  on  one  fide  of  the  head,  which 
was  turn’d  to  the  bottom  of  the  womb  ;  the 
face  foremoft,  and  the  feet  backwards.  The 
after-burthen  adhered  to  the  fide,  and  the- 
navekfiring  was  betwixt  the  thighs  and  but¬ 
tocks.  I  did  not  perceive  the  lead  ligns  of 
life,  but  getting  hold  of  one  of  the  feet  that 
was  next»at  hand,  I  pull’d  it  towards  me,  but 
foon  found  the  womb  fo  contracted  bv  the  com- 
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ing  away  of  the  water,  that  I  began  to  defpalr 
of  my  being  able  to  turn  the  child. 

However,  prefling  along  with  my  hand 
under  the  body  of  the  child,  firft  to  the  toes, 
and  afterwards  to  the  heel,  I  drew  it  to  the 
outward  orifice  of  the  womb  and  baptized  it, 
tho’  there  were  no  figns  of  life.  This  done, 
pulling  ftronger  and  ftronger  the  thigh  fol¬ 
low’d,  as  alfo  the  other  leg :  I  then  wrapp’d 
them  both  in  one  cloth,  and  thus  brought  out 
the  child  to  the  fhoulders,  when  laying  my 
right  hand  to  its  neck,  and  the  left  upon  its 
bread:,  I  accomplifti’d  the  delivery.  I  mu  ft 
not  forget  to  tell  you,  That  after  the  legs 
and  thighs  came  out,  the  navel-firing  appear'd 
betwixt  the  buttocks,  extended  as  flraitly  along 
the  back  as  the  firing  of  a  lute.  This  obliged 
me  to  turn  the  child  a  little  backwards,  and 
thus  bending  one  leg  a  liitle,  1  loofen’d  the 
navel-ftring,  which  elfe  might  have  been  torn 
in  pieces,  and  have  proved  mortal  to  the 
child  (by  the  great  effufion  of  blood)  in  cafe 
it  had  been  alive,  which  now  fhew’d  not  the 
leaft  appearance  of  it.  The  after-burthen 
follow’d  by  pulling  only  the  navel-ftring  j 
and  the  mother  did  very  well  during  her  ly¬ 
ing  in,  complaining  only  of  certain  pains  in 
the  belly,  againft  which  I  order’d  a  fomenta¬ 
tion,  made  of  the  decoflion  of  camomil  and 
melilot  flowers,  of  wormwood,  motherwort 
and  linfeed,  to  be  applied  with  warm  cloths, 
and  renew’d  as  often  as  they  cool  j  by  the  ufe 
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of  thefe  remedies  the  patient  fully  recover’d 
her  health. 

y  ' 


Observation  LXXIII. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  hind  and 

uppermofl  Part  of  the  Head  foremoft. 

) 

APRIL  23d,  1681,  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
gentlewoman  in  labour  in  the  Emperor’s 
ftreet.  Upon  fearch  I  found  the  inner  orifice 
of  the  womb  open,  and  fcarce  of  the  thicknefs 
of  the  twelfth  part  of  an  inch,  and  much  ex¬ 
tended,  which  appearing  to  me  as  a  thing  very 
extraordinary,  I  fearch’d  with  my  finger  round 
the  whole  circuit  of  this  inner  orifice,  which  I 
found  ready  to  give  way,  like  a  piece  of  parch¬ 
ment  after  it  is  well  wetted.  However,  the 
pains  increafed,  the  inner  orifice  became  fome- 
what  thicker,  and  its  opening  of  the  bignefs 
of  a  French  crown-piece  ;  and  the  membranes 
being  now  by  the  reiterated  pains  forced  moft 
violently  into  this  orifice,  they  broke,  whence 
came  forth  the  water,  mix’d  with  a  bloody  and 
thick  fiiiny  fubftance. 

I  found  the  hindermoft  and  uppermofl;  part 
of  the  child’s  head  foremoft,  which  having 
been  (as  the  mother  declared)  without  any 
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motion  above  a  week  before,  we  concluded  it 
to  be  dead  ;  befides  that,  the  mother  having 
been  very  ill  for  a  long  time  before,  was  re¬ 
duc’d  to  fo  weak  a  condition,  as  not  to  be  able 
to  further  the  birth.  However,  the  head  got 
out,  which  appear’d  covered  with  a  greenilh 
dime ;  but  the  fhoulders  being  flopp’d  in  the 
inner  orifice,  I  pull’d  hard  by  the  head,  yet 
as  gently  as  I  could,  for  fear  of  feparating  the 
head  from  the  trunk  of  the  body,  which  was 
not  a  little  putrified,  as  appear’d  by  the  fkin 
that  covered  the  face  and  neck.  I  had  at  laft 
the  good  fortune  to  bring  it  out  entire,  tho* 
the  fkin  was  peel’d  from  the  belly,  which  was 
full  of  water,  and  the  navel-firing  quite  putri¬ 
fied.  The  after-burthen  clofely  adhering  to 
the  inner  orifice  of  the  womb,  I  was  obliged 
to  loofen  it  with  my  fingers,  and  then  brought 
it  out  entire  with  its  membranes,  tho’  in 
that  there  alfo  appear’d  fome  figns  of  putre¬ 
faction. 

The  woman  declared  after  her  delivery, 

' That  foe  had  gone  eight  months  and  a  half  ac¬ 
cording  to  her  reckoning ;  whereupon  I  had 
the  curiofity  to  enquire  from  what  day  fhe 
began  her  reckoning  ?  file  told  me  from  the 
28th  of  Auguft,  being  the  14th  day  of  the 
moon.  She  was  delivered  the  23d  of  April, 
being  the  1 6th  of  the  moon  ;  fo  that  according 
to  this  computation,  file  was  exactly  delivered 
in  the  ninth  month.  The  fame  observation  I 
have  made  in  divers  other  women  3  and  a- 
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mong  the  reft,  in  a  certain  gentlewoman,  who 
being  very  ill,  did  not  cohabit  with  her  hul- 
band  for  fome  time,  till  being  fomewhat  re¬ 
covered  by  the  country  air,  and  her  monthly 
times  appearing  in  due  courfe,  fhe  cohabited 
with  her  huiband  in  the  month  of  July  1680, 
on  the  28th  day  of  the  moon,  and  I  deliver’d 
her  the  29th  day  of  March  1681.  The  fame 
I  have  (as  I  told  you)  obferved  in  many  other 
women,  who  had  gone  according  to  their 
reckoning  no  m.ore  than  eight  months  com- 
pleat  and  one  day ;  which  makes  me  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  this  reckoning  ought  to  be  regu¬ 
lated  rather  by  the  courfe  of  the  moon,  than 
of  the  months. 


Q .2 


O  B  S  E  R- 


[  2^8  ] 


Observation  LXXIV. 

4 

The  Delivery  of  a  Dropped  Woman  big  with 
‘I wins  ;  one  come  to  its  Perfection,  the 
other  of  betwixt  four  and  five  months ,  quite 
putrifed  in  its  membranes. 

JUNE  the  i  ft,  1 68 1,  I  was  fent  for  at  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning  to  a  dropftcal  wo¬ 
man,  who  reckoned  herfelf  big  with  child  full 
nine  months:  as  (he  was  fpeechlefs  and  fcarce 
able  to  fetch  her  breath,  I  found  her  confeffor 
there  to  take  care  of  her  foul.  It  was  Mr. 
Hageard,  a  perfon  of  known  probity,  who  hav¬ 
ing:  snven  her  the  extream  undfion,  he  as  well 
as  I,  were  of  opinion,  that  nothing  but  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  chance  could  fave  the  woman’s  life. 
But  as  at  fo  unfeafonable  a  time  we  could  not  get 
a  phyfician,  I  felt  her  pulfe,  which  beating- 
pretty  lively,  I  let  her  blood,  and  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  fhe  recover’d  her  fpeech,  and  fome- 
what  of  her  ftrength  j  fo  that  Mr.  Hageard 
and  I  went  home. 

But  the  fame  morning  about  feven  o’clock, 
being  fent  for  again,  I  found  her  actually  in 
labour,  the  child  with  its  right  buttock  fore- 
moll,  which  may  ealily  be  difeern’d  thro’  the 

membranes 
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membranes  during  the  intervals,  when  the 
pains  ceafe  and  the  membranes  llacken,  which 
is  quite  ctherwife,  whilfl:  they  are  extended 
by  the  preffure  of  the  water  downwards  : 
within  a  moment  after  they  broke,  and  the 
water  came  away;  I  convey’d  my  fingers  thro’ 
the  paffage  along  the  child’s  buttock  and  leg 
to  the  foot,  which  I  drew  out  gently  (to  fpare 
the  mother,  who  was  very  weak)  and  bap¬ 
tiz’d  it.  I  wrapp’d  it  up  in  fine  linen  cloth, 
and  as  I  pulled  towards  me  the  other  leg  fol¬ 
low’d,  and  the  woman  was  deliver’d  of  a  per¬ 
fect  well-fhap’d  daughter,  but  dead,  tho’  with¬ 
out  any  figns  of  putrefaction. 

As  I  was  advancing  with  my  fingers  thro’ 
the  paffage  to  look  for  the  after-burthen,  I 
perceived  there  was  a  fecond  child  behind, 
enclofed  in  its  peculiar  membranes,  which  pro¬ 
ved  a  foetus  of  betwixt  four  and  five  months, 
and  fo  putrefied,  that  the  limbs  could  fcarce 
adhere  to  one  another,  which  neceffitated  me 
to  pull  it  out  by  pieces,  taking  effectual  care 
to  iave  the  mother,  as  much  as  pofiibly  I  could. 
There  were  two  after-burthens,  but  joined  to¬ 
gether,  both  very  much  fhrunk  together  and 
hard,  like  the  rind  of  bacon  ;  both  the  navel- 
firings  appear’d  very  well,  and  in  their  natu¬ 
ral  Rations.  It  feems  furprizing,  that  one  'of 
thefe  children  fhould  be  perfect  and  entire, 
come  to  its  maturity  without  the  lead  putre¬ 
faction,  and  the  other  in  fuch  a  putrefy’d  con¬ 
dition,  as  we  have  deferibed  it;  perhaps  it  died 
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betwixt  the  fourth  and  fifth  month,  and  prov¬ 
ed  the  caufe  of  the  dropfy  in  the  mother. 
And  tho’  each  of  thefe  two  children  remained 
all  the  while  in  their  peculiar  membranes  and 
water,  and  had  its  peculiar  after-burthen, 
without  any  communication  with  one  another, 
yet  it  feems  hard  to  be  conceived,  how  in  the 
fame  concavity,  fuch  as  the  womb  is,  there 
fhould  be  contained  at  once  two  children,  and 
one  of  them  to  appear  found  and  perfect  in  all 
its  parts  (tho’  dead)  and  the  other  quite  putri- 
fied.  I  will  leave  the  full  decifion  of  this  pro¬ 
blem  to  the  phyficians ;  yet  if  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  tell  my  opinion,  I  look  upon  this 
prefer vation  of  the  dead  child  like  what  we 
fee  in  dead  bodies  under  water,  which,  unlefs 
they  are  expofed  to  the  air,  will  remain  there 
uncorrupted  a  great  while.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  child  remains  in  its  proper  natural  water 
and  place  it  has  had  its  beginning  in  and  fub- 
ftance,  and  confequently  is  not  expofed  to  any 
thing  heterogeneous  to  its  nature. 

But  to  return  to  our  obler vation  :  the  wo- 
n  being  deliver’d,  expefted  every  minute 


n 
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would  be  her  laft ;  but  the  flooding  proving 
very  kind  and  natural,  (he  mended  a-pace.  I 
gave  her  immediately  the  juice  of  four  oranges 
with  feme  fyrrup  of  maiden  hair,  which  I 
feldom  fail  to  give  to  fuch  child-bed  women, 
as  are  under  my  care,  if  the  fame  is  to  be  had  at . 
all.  The  next  morning  (lie  had  an  emollient 
and  diffolvent  clyfter  apply ’d  to  her,  and  another 

at 
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at  night,  with  two  ounces  of  oil  of  fweet-al- 
monds,  but  without  honey.  The  fame  was 
repeated  the  following  day,  being  Tuefday, 
when  die  felt  fomewhat  feverifh,  but  would  eat 
bread  and  meat  broths  3  nay,  meat  itlelf,  in 
fpite  of  all  our  perfuafions  to  the  contrary. 
To  tell  my  opinion  in  this  cafe  3  A  woman 
lately  delivered  (provided  there  appear  no  jymp- 
toms  of  a  fever )  may  eat  immediately  after  her  de¬ 
livery ,  as  well  as  the  beafts  do  ( be  it  fpoken  with¬ 
out  comparifon)  as  floe ep  and  fuch  like,  who  re¬ 
turn  immediately  to  their  natural  pajlure  3  I  fee 
no  reafon ,  why  a  woman,  who  is  a  rational  ani¬ 
mal,  fhould  not  in  the  fame  manner  make  life  im¬ 
mediately  of  fuch  a  proper  diet  as  God  has  allot¬ 
ted  for  that  purpofe.  And  for  my  part,  I  free¬ 
ly  confefs,  I  never  did  deny  thofe  under  my 
care  the  ufe  of  a  little  folid  meat  (unlefs  they 
were  feverifh)  and  1  never  obferv’d  any  incon- 
veniency  in  it,  till  the  time  the  milk  begins  to 
(fir,  when  I  order  them  for  three  days  to  ab- 
(lain  from  folid  meats,  and  to  feed  upon  broth 
and  eggs. 

The  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  (lie  had  the 
fame  clyfters  as  before.  On  the  Sunday  the 
muff  needs  eat  fome  (frawberries,  tho’  we  op- 
pofed  it,  and  her  legs  continued  much  fwell’d. 
Monday  die  had  a  clyfter  again  of  the  before¬ 
men  tion’d  decodlion,  with  three  ounces  of 
honey.  Every  morning  and  night  die  ufed  a 
fomentation  of  the  decodlion  of  barley  and 
chervil.  The  Wednefday  following  die  fent 
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for  two  noted  phyficians,  Dr.  Crefle  and  Dr. 
du  Chefne,  who,  tho’  they  could  prevail  upon 
her  no  more  than  we,  to  abftain  from  folid 
meats,  yet  at  laft  cured  her  totally  of  the 
dropfy.  They  were  much  furpriz’d  at  what 
had  pafled  before  and  at  her  delivery. 


o  BSERVATION  LXXV. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  whole  Arm 
hanging  out  of  the  Womb ,  but  very  black  and 
■putrify d. 

i 

JUNE  8  th,  1 66 1,  I  was  fent  for  to  a  gen¬ 
tlewoman,  living  in  the  iile  of  our  Lady, 
in  the  ftreet  of  Deuxpont,  in  St.  Lewis’s  parifh. 
I  found  her  in  fo  deplorable  a  condition,  that  I 
muff  confefs  in  all  my  practice  for  thirty  years 
laft  part,  I  fcarce  ever  met  with  one  worfe 
than  this ;  and  for  this  reafon  it  is,  that  I 
thought  fit  to  infert  this  oblervation,  tho’  I 
have  treated  upon  the  fame  fubjedt  before ;  this 
being  highly  remarkable  for  the  nicety  of  the 
cafe. 

The  midwife  told  me,  That  the  membranes 
were  broken ,  and  the  water  come  away  ever  Jince 
two  o'clock  after  dinner,  which  was  eight  hours 
bef  ore  my  coming ,  it  being  then  ten  at  night ;  that 

fi 
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fo  foon  as  foe  had  found  the  child  not  well  turn  d , 
foe  had  defined  further  affiance ,  but  that  the 
womans  relations  had  delay  d  it  till  now.  Upon 
fearch  made,  I  foon  difcover’d  the  danger  and 
difficulty  that  would  attend  both  the  woman 
and  me  in  this  delivery,  for  the  child  was 
dead  and  much  putrefy ’d,  and  one  arm  quite 
black  banging  out  of  the  womb ;  and  what 
render’d  the  cafe  much  worfe,  both  to  her  and 
myfelf,  was,  that  the  paffage  was  much  in¬ 
flam’d  and  fwell’d,  which  made  me  judge,  that 
fomebody  had  been  at  work  there  before,  and 
I  was  confirm’d  in  my  opinion,  when  the  mid¬ 
wife  would  not  diredly  anfwer  me  upon  that 
point,  when  I  a  feed  her,  but  remained  filent. 
I  underftood  after  wards,  that  they  had  employ¬ 
ed  a  certain  man- mid  wife,  who,  after  having 
for  feven  hours  tried  all  his  art  in  vain,  left  her 
in  the  lurch. 

Tho’  as  I  told  you  before,  the  paffage  was 
much  inflam’d  and  fwell’d,  and  the  arm  very 
black,  yet  being  refolved  to  go  thro’  with  the 
work,  to  endeavour  the  delivery  of  a  poor 
woman,  almofl:  feiz’d  with  the  pangs  of  death, 
I  endeavour’d  to  convey  my  fingers  (well  grea- 
fed  with  butter)  into  the  vagina  or  paffage,  but 
found  it  impracticable,  without  hurting  them, 
the  whole  circumference  being  fwell’d  (at  leaft) 
half  an  inch  round,  and  the  womb  itfelf  clofed 
up  and  hard,  as  if  there  were  not  the  lead 
appearance  of  a  child,  feeling  almofl;  like  the 
exterior  bark  of  a  tree.  At  hit  however, 

with 
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with  incredible  pains  and  difficulty,  I  brought 
my  fingers  into  the  womb ;  but  they  were 
immediately  feiz’d  with  fuch  a  benumbednefs, 
that  I  was  forc’d  to  draw  them  back  ;  and  when 
1  attempted  the  fame  a  fecpnd  time,  I  was  again 
forc’d  to  defifi:  for  the  fame  reafon,  which  vex’d 
me  to  the  foul,  and  made  me  complain  of  my 
hard  fortune ;  but  being  refolutely  bent  to 
leave  nothing  unattempted,  I  refolved  to  deli¬ 
ver  the  woman  by  whatever  means  I  might 
poffibly  encompafs  it  j  and  for  want  of  better 
advice,  I  was  forc’d  to  make  ufe  of  my  own  5  I 
pull’d  by  the  arm,  which  thereby  was  fepara- 
ted  from  the  body,  yet  without  the  lead:  hurt  to 
the  mother,  and  without  any  other  inftrument 
but  my  bare  hand.  I  pull’d  out  the  arm  in 
hopes  now  to  get  more  room  to  convey  my  fin¬ 
gers  into  the  womb,  which  I  did,  but  being 
feized  with  the  lame  benumbednefs  in  my  hand, 
1  was  forc’d  to  defifi;  a  third  time.  I  mu  fit  tell 
you  upon  this  occafion,  that  tho’  I  was  forced 
to  feparate  the  arm,  I  would  not  advife  you  to 
follow  the  fame  method,  which  I  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of,  the  true  way  being  to  bring  in  one’s 
fingers  and  hand  into  the  womb,  to  feparate  the 
feet,  and  thus  to  draw  out  the  child,  without 
which  it  is  impoffible  to  bring  out  the  child, 
without  hurting  the  woman,  or  making  ufe  of 
proper  inftruments,  never  to  be  apply ’d,  but 
in  cafes  of  the  greateft  neceffity. 

Being  recovered  a  little  from  my  wearinefs,  I 
went  to  work  again,  and  convey’d  my  hand 
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(well  greafed  with  butter)  into  the  paffage,  but 
the  fame  benumbednefs  as  before  made  me  to 
flop  a  little,  till  at  lad:  getting  my  hand  again 
to  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  I  fearch’d  for  the 
feet,  but  met  only  with  the  head  and  neck  ly¬ 
ing  on  one  fide  of  the  womb,  and  turning  my 
hand  to  the  other  fide,  could  feel  nothing  but 
the  other  arm,  till  at  lad  I  found  out  one  knee 
among  the  membranes  of  the  after-burthen  ;  I 
ufed  all  poffible  endeavours  to  draw  it  with  my 
finger  (bent  in  the  fhape  of  a  hook)  towards 
me,  but  by  the  doling  of  the  inner  orifice  of 
the  womb  about  my  hand,  the  fame  was  once 
more  affedted  with  fuch  a  benumbednefs  and 
pain,  that  not  being  in  a  condition  to  do  its 
office,  I  was  forced  to  draw  it  out  of  the 
womb. 

However,  having  once  more  recover’d  my 
flrength,  I  brought  my  hand  into  the  womb 
again,  and  conducting  my  fingers  along  one  of 
the  child’s  legs,  I  took  hold  of  the  foot,  which  I 
drew  out  very  gently,  for  fear  of  tearing  it  off 
from  the  child’s  body,  in  which  cafe  I  fhould 
have  been  at  a  lofs  for  the  other,  which  fuc- 
ceeded  according  to  expectation  ;  fo  that  hav¬ 
ing  wrapp’d  them  both  in  a  cloth,  I  pull’d  out 
the  buttocks  and  remaining  part  of  the  body 
to  the  fhoulders,  which  I  aifo  brought  out, 

'  leaving  only  the  arm  in  the  body,  to  ferve  me 
for  a  guide  to  the  head  ;  but  it  broke  from 
the  trunk  of  the  body,  as  the  other  had  done ; 
and  when  I  was  pulling  the  head  out,  it  alfo 
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disjoin’d  from  the  neck,  it  being  not  in  my 
power  to  prevent  it.  I  got  two  of  my  fingers 
into  the  child’s  mouth  •  but  the  under-jaw 
breaking,  I  was  forc’d  to  let  go  my  hold ;  and 
not  being  able  to  get  my  fingers  either  into  the 
eyes  or  ears,  I  was  neceflitated  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  laft  remedy,  viz.  the  hook.  I  con¬ 
vey’d  my  left  hand  firffc  into  the  neck,  and 
afterwards  to  the  bottom  of  the  womb,  to  ferve 
as  a  guide  to  the  hook,  which  was  fix’d  in 
one  of  the  jaw-bones  ;  but  as  I  begun  to  pull, 
the  bone  either  broke,  or  the  hook  flipt  out. 
This  made  me  to  bring  my  fingers  again  into 
the  womb,  to  fetch  out  the  fpl inters  of  the 
bones.  I  found  the  brains  coming  out  of  the 
fkullj  but  not  being  able  to  reach  the  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  the  head  with  my  fingers,  I  was 
forc’d  to  pull  it  out  with  the  hook  ;  but  as 
the  bones  of  this  part  of  the  head  were  as 
fharp-edged  as  a  knife,  and  as  pointed  as 
needles,  they  tore  a  fmall  piece  of  the  inner 
orifice  of  the  womb,  of  the  bignefs  of  the  fixth 
part  of  an  inch.  I  am  fenfible  it  will  be  ob¬ 
jected,  'That  I  ought  to  have  taken  care  againjl  it\ 
unto  which  I  anfwer,  That  in  Jitch  cafes  one  is 
not  always  in  a  condition  to  do  what  one  would > 
hut  only  as  well  as  one  can. 

But  this  fkinny  piece  adhering  ftill  at  one 
end  to  the  womb,  I  confidered  with  myfelf, 
whether  I  had  beft  cut  it  off  or  not :  if  I  did  not, 
I  had  reafon  to  fear  an  inflammation,  or  dange¬ 
rous  tumour,  and  perhaps  a  gangrene  in  the 
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circumjacent  parts  j  whereas  if  I  cut  it  oft,  it 
was  likely  to  turn  to  a  fuppuration,  which 
would  much  abate  the  fymptoms,  and  procure 
a  healing ;  fo  I  thought  fit  to  cut  it  off,  and  the 
fuccefs  was  altogether  anfwerable  to  my  ex¬ 
pectation.  For  leaving  her  for  that  night  to 
the  management  of  the  midwife  and  nurfe,  I 
found  her  pretty  well  the  next  day,  only  that 
her  privities  were  fomewhat  fwell’d  ;  fo  I  or¬ 
der’d  them  to  be  fomented,  or  bathed  with  a 
decoCtion  of  barley  and  chervil,  which  remo¬ 
ved  the  tumour :  for  the  reft,  I  order’d  her, 
as  I  commonly  do  wdth  other  child- bed  wo¬ 
men.  I  was  fomewhat  fufpicious,  that  the 
tearing  of  the  inner  orifice  might  occafion  a  bar- 
rennefs  in  her,  but  the  contrary  has  appear’d, 
fhe  having  been  deliver’d  of  feveral  children 
fince.  She  kept  her  bed  only  fourteen  days, 
and  had  every  day  applied  to  her  two  emollient 
clyfters,  according  to  our  prefcription  in  the 
beginning  of  this  treatife. 
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Observation  LXXVI. 


Of  a  Woman  who  died  by  the  inverting  of  the 
Bottom  of  the  Womb ,  two  Hours  after  her 
Delivery . 

Eptember  25th,  1 68 1, 1  was  fentfor  to  open 
^ j  the  dead  body  of  a  certain  gentlewoman 
in  Beau-ftreet,  near  St.  Germains  the  Elder.  I 
found  no  outward  imperfe&ion  on  her  body, 
except  a  fwelling,  or  prominency  of  the  big— 
nefs  of  a  white  loaf  of  two  pounds,  near  the 
navel ;  an  evident  iign,  that  die  had  been  af¬ 
flicted  with  a  navel  rupture  from  the  os  xi- 
phoides. 

I  afked  how  long  fhe  liv'd  after  her  delivery , 
and  was  told,  about  two  hours ;  that  it  was  her 
firf  child  j  that  fhe  had  been  in  hard  labour  two 
days ,  but  was  at  laft  fafely  deliver'd,  and  the 
after-burthen  follow'd  without  the  leaf  violence ; 
which  laft  I  could  not  well  apprehend,  for  if 
fo,  the  womb  could  not  have  been  thus  in¬ 
verted  from  its  natural  pofition.  ’Tis  true, 
they  fhew’d  me  the  after-burthen  entire ;  but 
notwithftanding  this,  it  is  certain,  that  it  did 
flick  to  the  womb,  which  follow  d  the  af¬ 
ter-burthen  as  the  midwife  pull’d  by  the  na- 
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vel-flring,  and  thus  occafioned  this  inverfiori 
before  the  after-burthen  was  loofened.  The 
midwife  finding  the  woman  ready  to  faint 
away,  and  upon  fearch  feeling  fomething  fhe  did 
not  well  underfhtnd,  fhe  defired  the  affiftance 
of  a  man-midwife,  who  being  fent  for,  did  all 
he  could  to  reduce  the  womb  into  its  natu¬ 
ral  ftation  ;  but  finding  all  his  endeavours  in 
vain,  told  the  woman  Jhe  Jhould  provide  for  her 
foul ;  and  being  aflc’d  when,  he  anfwer’d,  im¬ 
mediately ,  becaufe  fine  was  a  dead  woman. 
The  poor  patient  furprized  (as  may  be  eafily 
guefs’d)  at  fo  unexpected  and  abrupt  an  an- 
fwer,  (efpecially  fince  but  a  little  before  fhe 
had  judg’d  herfelf  out  of  danger,  and  found 
no  other  inconveniency  but  fome  vomiting) 
was  fo  dejeCted  thereat,  that  fhe  had  fcarce 
time  to  confefs  before  the  expir’d,  as  I  have 
been  inform’d  by  feveral  per  tons  there  pre- 
fent. 

I  open’d  the  dead  body,  making  two  inci- 
fions  betwixt  the  two  collar-bones,  down  the 
breaft-bone  to  the  os  facrum  and  then  ano¬ 
ther  incifion  crofs  the  navel,  from  one  fide 
of  the  hips  to  the  other,  feparating  the  exte¬ 
rior  membranes,  the  mufcles  of  the  inferior 
belly  and  the  paunch.  All  the  parts  of  the 
inferior  concavity  appear’d  natural,  except 
that  the  ftomach  was  fome  what  extended  with 
wind.  Thofe  of  the  bread:  or  cheft  were  the 
fame.  The  privy  parts  alfo  appear’d  very 
found,  except  that  the  vagina  or  paffage  to 
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the  neck  of  the  womb  was  bruifed  about  the 
breadth  of  two  inches  in  its  inferior  part,  a 
thing  that  frequently  happens  in  the  delivery 
of  the  firft  child.  I  convey’d  my  fingers 
within  the  orifice  of  the  womb,  where,  on 
the  extremity  of  the  neck,  I  felt  a  foft  body 
or  fubftance,  which  I  conjectur'd  to  be  the  in¬ 
terior  fide  of  the  bottom  of  the  womb.  The 
bladder  was  without  urine,  and  yet  much  ex¬ 
tended.  But  to  convince  the  Slanders  by  of 
the  true  caufe  of  the  death  of  this  woman, 
and  by  what  means  (he  might  have  been  pre¬ 
served,  I  brought  my  fingers  into  the  entrance 
of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  where,  in  the 
midft,  I-found  a  folid  round  fubftance  of  the 
bignefs  of  a  white  loaf  of  two  pounds,  repre¬ 
senting  the  crown  of  a  hat  turn’d  the  in- 
fide  outward.  I  reduc’d  this  inverted  bottom 
of  the  womb  into  its  natural  petition  with 
the  circumjacent  parts,  and  then  fhew’d  the 
natural  pofition  of  the  interior  orifice  of  the 
womb,  which  I  took  with  all  its  parts  out  of 
the  body,  and  putting  the  fame  upon  a  clean 
cloth,  I  reprefented  its  true  pofition  to  the 
Spectators,  as  alfo  the  privy  parts,  the  labia, 
urethra,  neck  or  entrance  into  the  womb, 
&c.  the  laft  of  which  being  difleCted  on  one 
fide  (for  fear  of  hurting  the  bladder)  we  per¬ 
ceiv’d  an  inflammation  there,  occafion’d  per¬ 
haps  by  the  forcing  of  the  child  thro’  it,  with¬ 
out  any  blame  of  the  midwife.  I  plainly  fhew’d 
them  the  place  where  the  wemb  had  been 
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turn’d  the  infide  outward,  and  how  far  it 
had  been  borne  down  into  the  neck  of  the 
womb. 

I  . 

The  next  being  the  diffedtion  of  the  bladder, 
we  found  the  fame  very  natural,  except  that  it 
was  much  diftended,  which  perhaps  might  be 
the  caufe  of  the  vomiting  of  this  woman,  by 
reafon  of  the  communication  of  the  nerves 
betwixt  the  bladder,  ilomach  and  brain.  The 
next  thing  I  did,  was  to  take  an  exadt  view  of 
all  and  every  part  of  the  interior  orifice  of 
the  womb,  the  better  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity 
as  to  what  has  been  faid  in  our  75th  ob- 
fervation,  concerning  the  bearing  down  of 
this  orifice  and  its  membranous  l'ubftance ;  it 
being  certain,  that  there  is  fometimes  to  be 
found  round  about  it  a  certain  membranous 
circumference  of  the  breadth  of  the  fixth  part 
of  an  inch,  tho’  not  in  all  women,  which 
ought  to  be  well  obferv’d  by  men- mid  wives 
and  midwives,  who  fometimes  tniftaking  this 
membranous  circumference  for  fome  remnants 
of  the  membranes  belonging  to  the  after- bur¬ 
then,  tear  them  off,  and  thereby  occafion,  not 
only  exceffive  pains,  but  alio  death  itfelf  to 
the  woman,  or  at  leaft  a  dangerous  flux  of 
blood  or  barrennefs,  the  womb  not  being 
able  to  retain  the  leed  after  injedhon. 

i  found  the  circumference  in  this  woman  of 
the  breadth  of  a  fixth  part  of  an  inch  of  a 
cheftnut  colour  in  its  circuit ;  we  open’d  it 
and  the  vi  hole  womb,  which  was  half  an  inch 
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thick,  and  bright,  except  in  that  place  where 
the  after-burthen  had  been  joined  to  it;  it 
was  alfo  very  entire :  ’tis  true,  we  found  with¬ 
in  it  part  of  the  membranes  of  the  after-bur¬ 
then  adhering  to  one  fide,  of  the  bignefs  of 
two  palms  of  a  hand,  which  I  eafily  feparated, 
it  being  like  a  very  thin  leather.  This  could 
produce  no  inconveniency  to  the  woman,  as 
had  been  obferv’d  before.  The  womb  was 
thicker  on  that  part  where  the  after-burthen 
had  been  annexed  to  it  (and  from  whence  alfo 
the  child  receives  its  nourifhment)  than  in  any 
other  part. 

This  may  ferve  as  a  warning  for  people  to 
pitch  upon  good  and  experienced  Men-mid- 
wives  or  midwives :  for,  in  cafe  this  inverted 
womb  had  immediately  been  reduc’d  to  its 
natural  flation,  they  had  faved  the  woman’s 
life. 


$ 
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Observation  LXXVII. 


Yhe  Delivery  of  a  Child  with  the  Yard  and 

Cods  foremojl.  , 

Ovember  lft,  1681,  I  was  fen t  for  to  a 
___  gentlewoman  in  labour,  living  in  the 
ftreet  of  St.  Dennis,  oppofite  to  the  flreet  de 
la  Chauveracrie,  who  having  but  a  few  pains, 
I  gueffed  her  travail  not  to  be  very  near  as 
yet.  Upon  fearch  I  could  not  diicover  any 
part  of  the  child.  About  two  hours  after 
the  pains  encreafed,  but  rather  forward  to  the 
belly  than  backward  to  the  hips.  I  fearch ’d 
her  again,  and  finding  there  was  now  fome 
hopes  of  an  approaching  labour,  I  ordered 
her  to  be  laid  upon  the  bed,  and  upon  fearch 
felt  part  of  the  child,  which  being  very  loft, 
I  could  not  diftinguifh  what  it  was  at  that 
time  ;  but  after  another  ftrong  pain,  I  found  it 
to  be  the  yard  and  cod  of  the  child.  I  con¬ 
vey’d  my  fingers  along  the  thigh,  which  did  lie 
in  the  hindermoft  part  of  the  womb  with  the 
knees  bent,  and  taking  hold  of  one  foot, 
drew  it  to  the  orifice  and  baptized  it,  and 
then  brou  ;ht  it  out  in  the  fame  manner  as 
has  been  mentioned  before  in  the  obfervations. 
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It  proved  a  lufty  boy,  who  did  very  well ; 
and  the  mother  had  a  very  good  lying-in,  ufing 
no  other  remedies  but  fuch  as  I  commonly 
give  to  women  in  child-bed,  as  cooling  and 
emollient  clyfters  ;  and  for  her  diet,  folid  and 
digeftible  meats,  which  1  always  allow  of, 
provided  there  be  no  figns  of  a  fever. 


Observation  LXXVIIL 


The  Delivery  of  a  W Oman  of  Quality  of’  a 
Foetus-,  not  above  four  and  a  half  Months 
old,  the  Head  remaining  in  the  Womb , 
and  was  not  brought  thence  together  with 
the  After -burthen,  but  with  great  Diffi¬ 
culty. 

•/  ' 


OCTOBER  i?th,  1682, 1  was  fent  for  to 
a  lady  of  quality,  in  the  ftreet  of  St.  Eu- 
ftache,  being  afflidted  with  a  violent  flux  of 
Blood.  I  enquired  after  the  reafon,  unto  which 
fhe  anfwer’d,  Float  fhe  was  four  months  and  a  half 
with  child,  but  could  give  no  reafon  for  this  flux , 
fhe  having  been  very  careful  not  to  flrain  herfelf, 
or  to  commit  any  other  error  that  could  occafion 
it.  I  enquired  further  into  the  circumftances 
that  attended  her  ficknefs ;  fire  told  me,  That 
as  often  as  the  flux  was  ready  to  appear,  floe 
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perceiv'd  before-hand  a  pain  in  the  right  fide  of 
her  hips,  and  thence  downwards  along  the  kid¬ 
neys  to  the  bladder  ;  and  that  after  flee  had  felt 
this  pain,  Jhe  never  mifs' d  of  evacuating  only 
five  or  fix  drops  of  blood,  which  being  f  ollow'd 
within  five  or  fix  days  after  by  a  violent  flux 
of  blood,  had  caufed  her  feveral  times  to  mif- 
carry ,  in  which  1  had  the  honour  to  be  afiifiant 
to  her  divers  times  before. 

Dr.  Moreau  had  left  nothing  unattempted 
both  before  and  after  her  being  with  child, 
that  might  conduce  for  the  prefervaiion  of 
this  ,  Foetus,  and  to  prevent  a  mifcarriage. 
But  notwithftanding  all  his  Bare  the  had  ano¬ 
ther  relapfe,  and  therefore  ddired  my  afiii- 
tance. 

I  deftred  her  to  be  let  blood,  and  that  a 
phylician  mieht  be  called.  Dr.  Puylon,  a  learn¬ 
ed  phylician  of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  being 
fent  for  accordingly,  not  only  approv’d  of 
what  I  had  done,  but  alio  order’d  a  fecond 
phlebotomy  to  allay  her  pain  in  the  belly, 
which  continued  as  yet.  The  fame  was  by  this 
fecond  letting  of  blood  appeafed  for  fome  days ; 
but  returning  with  greater  violence  than  be¬ 
fore,  about  two  o’clock  in  the  night,  I  was 
fent  for  in  a  coach,  for  the  more  fpeed's  fake, 
and  upon  fearch  found  one  hand  of  the  foe¬ 
tus.  In  the  mean  while  the  violence  of  the 
flux  increaled,  and  her  ftrength  decreaflng  in 
proportior ,  fhe  prefled  hard  to  be  delivered. 

1  told  her,  it  was  a  nice  point,  and  involved  in 
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great  Difficulties,  becaufe  a  foetus  of  that  age  was 
not  to  be  turned  fo  well  as  a  perfebi  child ;  bat  (he 
being  urgent  for  a  quick  delivery,  and  her  hus¬ 
band  feconding  her  requeft,  I  refolv’d  to  begin 
the  work,  without  any  further  delay,  there 
being  but  little  probability  to  prevail  with  Dr. 
Puylon  to  come  at  that  time  of  the  night. 

Having  therefore  well  greafed  my  fingers, 
I  convey’d  into  the  inner  orifice  of  the  womb, 
which  I  found  open’d  of  about  the  bignefs  of 
a  French  crown  piece,  and  fo  foft,  as  to  give 
way  with  eafe  to  the  motion  of  my  fingers, 
which  I  fpread  by  degrees  and  brought  into  the 
womb,  where  taking  hold  of  the  feet,  I  drew 
them  towards  me,  but  as  ill  fortune  would 
have  it,  the  head  remaining  within  the  womb, 
I  was  forced  to  bring  it  out,  tho’  not  without 
great  difficulty,  by  putting  my  fingers  into 
the  mouth.  But  the  after-burthen  not  follow¬ 
ing.  I  would  willingly  have  flaid  for  the  com- 
ins  of  Dr.  Puylon,  but  the  time  and  occafion 
being  too  precious,  I  was  forced  to  proceed  ; 
for  in  cafe  I  had  drawn  out  my  hand,  I  could 
not  poffibly  have  brought  it  in  again,  or  at 
lead;  not  without  caufing  exceffive  pain  to  the 
woman. 


So  1  endeavour’d  to  peel  off  the  after-bur¬ 
then  with  the  tops  of  my  fingers,  but  could 
effed  it  only  by  fmall  pieces  ;  fo  the  patient 
herfelf  affifted  me  courageoufly,  by  ftraining 
her  belly  with  her  hands  downwards,  whilft 
mine  were  employ’d  in  the  neck,  and  within 
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the  womb  itfelf ;  fo  that  at  lad  I  got  it  all 
away.  Dr.  Puylon  coming  in  the  morning,  and 
being  inform’d  what  was  palled,  fpoke  highly 
in  recommendation  of  this  delivery,  and  took 
fuch  effectual  care,  that  the  patient  felt  not 
the  lead  fymptoms  of  a  fever.  He  prefcrib’d 
her  only  a  good  nourifhing  diet,  and  the 
juice  of  a  fourth  part  of  a  four  orange  in 
each  cup  of  broth,  befides  two  clyders  every 
day. 

The  foetus,  or  child,  was  four  months  and 
a  half  old.  The  woman  did  eat  fblid  meats, 
the  fecond  day,  and  was  very  well  after  it. 
Hence  it  is  evident,  how  erroneous  is  the  vul¬ 
gar  opinion  among  the  women,  that  the  lead 
hurt  with  the  nail  proves  mortal  to  a  wo¬ 
man  in  child- bed  ;  it  being  impofiible  that 
fuch  a  delivery  as  this  could  be  perform’d 
without  it,  lefs  or  more.  The  chief  caufe  of 
the  death  of  fo  many  child-bed  women  is 
to  be  attributed  rather  to  the  ill  habit  of 
their  bodies,  or  fome  defluxions  upon  the 
bread.  I  have  frequently  met  with  women 
in  child-bed  in  our  holpitals  of  Paris,  whofe 
bodies  being  open’d  after  their  death,  the 
lungs  were  found  to  be  putrefy’d.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  the  turning  of  the  milk,  and 
the  doppage  of  the  flooding  occafioned  after 
by  melancholy,  or  fweet-lcented  things,  the 
lad  whereof  caufe th  fometimes  fits  and  faint- 
ings,  which  I  have  feen  to  lad  twenty-four 
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hours.  I  remember  a  certain  gentlewoman 
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in  St.  Mederic’s-ftreet,  who  being  recovered 
out  of  fuch  a  fwooning  fit  by  phlebotomy, 
repeated  feveral  times  by  Mr.  Boucher  my 
brother  furgeon,  remembered  every  thing  that 
had  pafied.  This  difafter  was  occafion’d  by 
the  ft  tong  fcent  of  a  perfumer  her  next  neigh¬ 
bour. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  melancholy.  I 
knew  a  gentlewoman,  the  wife  of  a  merchant 
near  St.  Paul’s  church,  who,  out  of  melan¬ 
choly  (perhaps  alfo  the  milk  might  have  a 
fhare  in  the  matter)  broke  out  into  no  lefs 
than  nine  ulcers,  on  her  arms,  thighs  and 
legs.  Dr.  Dicakivoy,  at  prefent  deacon  of 
the  faculty  of  Paris,  managed  the  matter  fo 
well,  that  after  eight  phlebotomies,  and  the 
opening  of  the  ulcers  (out  of  each  of  which 
blued  forth  three  or  four  dunces  of  well  con¬ 
cocted  purulent  matter)  the  woman  recover’d 
her  health.  And  here  I  can’t  pafs  by  in 
filence,  what  happen’d  to  me  upon  this  occa- 
ficn,  being  a  molt  remarkable,  and  fcarce  cre¬ 
dible  accident.  The  dodtor  and  f  coming  one 
clay  to  open  one  of  thefe  ulcers  in  her  arm, 
which  contained  betwixt  three  and  four  ounces 
of  purulent  matter,  and  the  patient  refu- 
fing  poiitively  to  permit  me,  the  doctor 
thought  fit  to  have  it  delayed  till  the  next 
day  j  when  both  returning  to  perform  the 
intended  opening,  we  flood  amaz’d,  to  fee 
that  the  ulcer  was  vani  fil’d,  without  leaving 
behind  it  the  lea  ft  figns  of  any  fu  ipuration. 

'  ■'  ‘  But 
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But  we  were  no  lets  furpriz’d  with  what  we 
faw  immediately  after :  for  as  I  was  employ’d 
to  remove  a  plainer  from  one  of  the  ulcers  of 
the  other  arm,  which  was  doling  up  the  day 
before,  and  had  not  emited  any  purulent 
matter  in  eight  days,  above  four  ounces  of 
well  conceded  purulent  matter  blued  thence 
with  much  violence;  a  convincing  in  dance, 
that  nature  has  certain  hidden  channels  not 
difcoverable  by  our  eyes. 

The  fame  may  be  fa  id  of  turning,  or  the 
motion  of  the  milk  in  women  in  child-bed, 
who,  from  the  fecond  to  the  fifth  day,  are 
commonly  feiz’d  with  a  fever  ;  and  in  thofe 
days  the  breafts  increafe  remarkably,  till  the 
milk  turning  back  to  the  womb,  difeharges  it- 
felf  there  with  the  flooding,  tho’  the  ways 
thro’  which  it  is  convey’d,  are  not  difeerni- 
ble  to  our  eyes.  Mr.  Brifet  and  I  have  in  our 
hofpitals  of  Paris  open’d  a  good  number  of 
dead  bodies  of  child-bed  women,  but  could 
never  as  yet  difeover  any  paflage  whereby 
the  milk  might  pafs  to  the  womb.  I  be¬ 
lieve  this  to  be  as  inveftigable  as  the  true  caufe 
why  fome  women  are  troubled  with  the  af¬ 
ter-pains,  and  others  not;  and  what  is  more 
ftrange,  many  women,  who  never  were  fen- 
fible  of  thefe  after-pains  in  their  fir  ft  lying- 
in,  are  afflidted  with  them  ever  after  to  a 
high  degree.  I  commonly  give  to  women 
in  this  condition  five  ounces  of  the  water  of 
the  pellitory  of  the  wall,  two  ounces  of  fyrup 
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of  maiden-hair,  mix’d  with  the  juice  of  two 
four  oranges ;  but  this  muft  not  be  given  till 
after  the  delivery.  The  water  opens,  the  fyr- 
rup  and  orange  juice  promotes  the  flooding, 
and  in  feme  removes  the  after-pains. 


Observation  LXXIX. 


The  Delivery  of  a  Gentlewoman  Jeized  with 
a  violent  Flux  of  Blood  in  the  Seventh 
Month  after  her  Bignefs ,  and  afterwards 
again  towards  the  End  of  her  Eighth 
Month. 


J  U L  Y  1 6th,  1682,1  was  fent  for  about  four 
in  the  afternoon  to  a  gentlewoman  in  la¬ 
bour,  in  the  ftreet  of  Bourdonnois,  feiz’d  with 
a  mod  violent  flux  of  blood,  after  a  colic. 
Upon  enquiry,  I  found,  that  being  feiz’d  with 
fuch  another  flux  in  her  feventh  month,  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  fever,  fire  had  been  very  well  cured 
by  Dr.  Lalier,  Faber  and  Monguireau,  who  let 
her  blood  eight  times,  and  order’d  feveral 
purges  and  clyflers.  Towards  the  end  of  her 
eighth  month  being  feiz’d  with  another  fit  of 
the  colic,  which  continued  all  night,  the 
fame  was  at  la  A  appeafed  by  the  ufe  of  a  cly- 
fler.  But  being  follow’d  the  fame  afternoon, 
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about  four  o’clock,  by  a  flux  of  blood,  I  was 
fent  for.  After  phlebotomy  in  the  right  arm, 
I  order’d  the  following  plaifter  to  be  applied 
to  the  region  of  the  hips. 

Take  Bole-armoniac  one  ounce,  of  Dragon’s 
blood  half  an  ounce,  of  gips  (fuch  as  the  plai- 
fterers  ufe)  one  ounce,  make  it  up  into  a  plai¬ 
fter  with  the  white  of  an  egg,  fome  vinegar 
and  water. 

Th  is  fome  what  allay’d  the  flux ;  but  the 
fame  returning  within  an  hour,  io  as  to  put 
the  patient  into  a  fwoon,  I  fearch’d  her,  and 
finding  the  inner  orifice  open’d  to  the  bignefs 
of  a  French  half-crown,  I  felt  within  a  certain 
foft  fubftance,  which  proving  the  after-bur¬ 
then,  I  conjectur’d  it  to  be  fattened  to  the  orifice. 
The  cafe  being  thus  involv’d  in  no  final  1  dif¬ 
ficulties,  I  requir’d  the  advice  of  a  good  phy- 
fician  (as  one  ought  to  do  in  fuch  cafes,  to 
fave  one’s  reputation)  and  Dr.  Long,  a  noted 
phyfician  of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  being  fent  for, 
he  declared  her  to  be  fo  weak,  that  the  mnft 
infallibly  die,  unlefs  the  were  fpeedily  del  ver- 
ed.  He  prefcrib’d  her  only  a  cordial  of  the 
confeCtion  of  hyacinths,  of  pearls,  and  the 
fyrrup  of  pomegranates. 

Fie  was  no  fooner  gone,  but  the  patient  fall¬ 
ing  again  into  a  fwoon,  occafioned  by  the  great 
lofs  of  blood,  which  continued  ftill,  we  were 
forc’d  to  hold  burning  paper,  and  burning 
feathers  of  partridges  before  her  nofe,  to  ftop 
the  vapours,  which  arofe  uo  into  her  head. 
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I  found  the  beft  effedt  from  the  fmoak  of  a 
burnt  nutmeg,  held  to  her  nofe. 

Whilft  flie  was  receiving;  the  facraments, 
_  9  * 

Dr.  Lalier  and  Faber  came  along  with  Mr.  Bou- 
clet,  a  famous  man-midwife,  to  fee  her,  who 
judg’d  her  incapable  of  taking  any  remedies, 
except  a  little  nourifhment.  They  a  Iked  me 
my  judgment ;  I  told  them,  That  Jhe  muft  be 
deliver’d  fpeedily  ■  but  they  being  of  opinion, 
That  we  muft  have  further  patience ,  they  left 
me  with  the  patient,  who  falling  again  into  a 
fwoon,  we  expedited  every  moment  her  death. 

Hereupon  I  defired  her  hufband  to  fetch 
another  doctor,  in  whofe  prefence  I  might 
undertake  her  delivery,  unto  which  I  was  moft 
earnestly  preffed  by  the  mother  of  the  patient, 
who  cry’d,  That  fince  according  to  the  judgment 
of  the  phyficians ,  jhe  muft  infallibly  die,  unlefs 
Jhe  were  deliver’d ,  I  fhould  attempt  it  to  five 
her  life,  notwithstanding  their  fentiments  to 
the  contrary. 

By  this  time  her  hufband  being  come  in 
with  another  doctor,  that  belong’d  to  the  fa¬ 
culty,  and  a  man  of  great  pradtice  5  he  feeing 
that  the  woman  was  ready  to  expire,  and 
that  her  mother  and  hufband  urg’d  her  de¬ 
livery,  he  confented  to  the  fame,  tho’  there 
were  no  figns  of  a  labour,  fhe  complaining 
only  of  a  burning  pain  about  the  heart,  which 
flie  (hewed  us  with  her  hand,  being  al- 
moft  quite  out  of  her  fenfes,  and  fcarce 
able  to  fpeak.  Purfuant  to  our  renlution  I 
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convey’d  my  hand  (well  greafed)  into  the 
neck  of  the  womb,  where  I  found  the  inner 
orifice  to  the  bignefs  of  a  French  crown-piece, 
and  in  a  condition  to  admit  of  a  further  di¬ 
latation  with  my  fingers.  I  felt  the  after¬ 
burthen  fattened  quite  round  the  circumference 
of  the  orifice  ;  but  being  feparated  gently 
with  my  finger,  1  brought  ail  my  fingers 
and  the  hand  to  the  bottom  of  the  womb, 
whereunto  I  had  open’d  my  way,  by  fpreading 
my  fingers,  and  entering  gradually,  to  caufe  as 
little  pain  as  poffibly  I  could  to  the  woman. 
1  fay,  as  little,  for  it  is  impoffible  it  thou  Id  be 
done  quite  without,  tho’  moft  women  in  this 
condition  are  not  fenfible  of  it;  or  if  they 
are,  have  not  ftrength  to  complain,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  great  lofs  of  blood  and  fpirits.  As 
my  fingers  were  entering  the  womb,  it  felt 
no  otherwife  than  a  bladder,  and  coming;  with- 
in  it,  I  open’d  the  membranes,  and  feeling  the 
child  dill  fwimming  in  its  water,  this  gave  me 
a  good  opportunity  to  get  the  feet,  and  to  ac- 
complifh  the  delivery  of  the  child,  which 
however  had  been  dead  fome  time  before. 
Immediately  after  the  mother  recover’d  fome- 
what  of  her  fwoonings,  and  the  burning  heat 
a!3out  the  heart  ceafed,  owing  perhaps  their 
origin  to  the  vapours  rifen  out  of  the  womb, 
which  I  leave  to  the  determination  of  the 
doctors, 

Jt  is  obfervable,  that  in  all  deliveries,  that 
part  which  appears  fir  ft  comes  forth  laft;  thefe 
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are  the  membranes  of  the  after-burthen, 
which  firfi  prefent  themfelves  before  the  inner 
orifice  of  the  womb,  being  forced  thither  by 
the  pains,  and  the  water  contained  within 
them.  After  the  breaking  of  theie  mem¬ 
branes,  follows  the  head  or  any  other  part  of 
the  child  ;  after  that  the  womb-cake  or  after¬ 
burthen,  and  at  laft  the  two  membranes.  In 
fome  women  the  membrane  amnios  is  fepa ra¬ 
ted  from  the  chorion-,  as  it  was  in  this  wo¬ 
man,  the  amnios  enclofing  the  navel- firing, 
and  the  chorion  the  after-burthen ;  fometimes 
there  remains  part  of  the  amnios  adhering  to 
the  in  fide  of  the  womb,  which  by  reafon  of 
its  thin  fubftance  is  not  to  be  feparated  thence 
without  danger,  but  is  commonly  brought 
away  with  the  flooding,  without  any  further 
inconveniency. 

I  brought  forth  the  after-burthen,  which 

appear’d  very  found,  tho’  fomewhat  dry,  which 

as  well  as  the  death  of  the  child  was  bv  the 

«/ 

doctors  attributed  to  the  vaft  lofs  of  blood  of 
the  mother. 

When  I  reflect  upon  this  cafe,  I  can’t  but 
pity  a  great  many  women,  who  are  lofi  for 
want  of  timely  help,  upon  fuch  occafions. 
I  ftaid  with  our  patient  till  midnight,  when 
leaving  her  to  the  care  of  her  mother  and 
nurfe,  I  charg’d  them  not  to  give  Iter  above 
two  fpoonfuls  of  food  at  a  time,  fometimes 
of  broth,  fometimes  of  jelly  of  meats,  and 
fometimes  a  fpoonful  of  wine,  for  fear,  by 
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taking  too  much  at  once,  (he  might  be  in 
danger  of  being  fuffocated,  as  I  have  known 
it  to  have  happen’d  in  other  perfons,  which 
I  thought  not  fit  to  pafs  by  in  filence,  to 
ferve  as  a  warning  to  fuch  as  attend  women 
in  child-bed,  to  be  cautious  how  they  admi- 
nifter  food  to  thofe  under  their  care,  let  them 
be  never  fo  weak,  the  excefs  thereof  being  of 
mortal  confequence. 

The  next  day  fhe  purfued  the  fame  courfe, 
finding  now  no  other  inconveniency  but  her 
want  of  ftrength ;  her  flooding  was  very  mo¬ 
derate,  and  fo  was  the  motion  of  the  milk 
betwixt  the  fourth  and  fifth  day ;  and  as  it 
began  to  abate,  her  left  foot  began  to  fwell 
from  the  fixth  till  the  ninth  day,  when  the 
leg  alfo  began  to  fwell,  and  at  laft  the  thigh, 
attended  with  moft  violent  pains. 

We  prefcrib’d  her  an  ointment  made  of 
oil  of  camomil  and  of  fweet  almonds,  up¬ 
on  which  we  laid  a  poultice  made  of  new 
milk,  crumbs  of  white  bread,  the  yolks  of 
eggs  and  fome  faflfron,  adding  to  it  iome  of 
the  emollient  herbs,  as  the  mallows,  althea, 
violet  leaves  and  the  roots  of  white  lillies 
bruifed.  About  the  twelfth  day  the  pain  was 
fomething  abated  in  the  affedted  parts,  but 
fhifted  to  the  right  thigh,  leg  and  foot.  The 
doctors  afk’d  me,  Whether  there  might  be  any 
ill  difpojition  m  the  womb  I  told  them,  No  ; 
and  iearehing  the  exterior  parts,  I  found  them 
in  a  good  condition,  which  I  declared  to  the 
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dodtors,  adding,  'That  according  to  my  opi¬ 
nion,  this  dwelling  might  owe  its  origin  to 
the  phlegmatic  ' humour  that  abounded  in  the 
blood ,  caujed  by  the  late  great  loj's  of  blood 
and  [pints.  Accordingly  they  prefcribed  di¬ 
vers  remedies  (inch  as  have  been  mention¬ 
ed  already  before)  which  being  prepar’d 
by  Mr.  Janfton,  a  noted  apothecary,  per¬ 
form’d  its  operation  fo  fuccefsfully,  that 
the  patient  was  able  to  bear  a  purge  the 
eighteenth  day  after  her  delivery.  This 
purge  being  follow’d  immediately  after  by 
a  fmall  loofenefs,  and  a  ftronv  evacuation 
thro’  the  urinal  veffels,  the  iwelling  abat¬ 
ed,  and  llte  was  reftored  to  her  former 
health. 


This  violent  flux  of  blood  may  ferve  as 
an  inflance  to  men- mid  wives,  .that,  as  they 
ought  to  proceed  with  circumfpedion  in 
fuch  cafes,  fo  they  mu  ft  not  be  faint-heart¬ 
ed,  and  not  prefer  their  reputation  before 
the  fafety  of  the  life  of  a  woman.  Had 
this  been  a  perfon  of  note,  perhaps  no 
body  would  have  ventur’d  upon  this  .ope¬ 
ration,  as  I  did.  But  1  fay  again,  in  fuch 
cafes  you  ought  to  have  more  regard  to 
God  and  your  neighbour,  than  any  other 
conliderations  :  To  God,  who  mult  needs 
be  highly  difpleafed  with  fuch 
to  our  neighbour,  who  ought 
left  deftitute  in  fuch  preffing  emergencies, 
in  which  many  times  a  poor  woman  comes 
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off  better  than  thofe  of  a  higher  rank.  I  can¬ 
not  conclude  this  head  better,  than  with  what 
Dr.  Bovillet,  a  moil:  expert  perfon,  and  Phy- 
lician  to  his  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
faid  to  us,  when  he  came  to  vifit  our  patient  j 
viz.  'That  in  fuch  cafes  as  thefey  it  was  the  du¬ 
ty  of  every  honefi  man  fir  icily  to  follow  the  Rules 
of  his  profefjion  or  art ,  without  any  regard  to 
the  condition  or  quality  of  the  patient ,  or  to  the 
cenfures  of  the  world . 


o  BSERVATION  LXXX. 

‘The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  of  three  Children , 
the  firfi  alive  and  perfect  y  the  other  two  being 
dead . 

MARCH  the  1 8th,  1683,  I  was  fent  for  at 
ten  o’clock  at  night  to  a  gentlewoman 
in  Labour,  in  St.  Martin’s  ftreet,  in  the  pariih 
of  St.  Mederic,  who  complaining  of  moft  vio¬ 
lent  pains  in  her  hips  and  fundament ;  upon 
fearch  I  found  nothing  as  yet  approaching 
to  a  labour,  nor  any  opening  of  the  womb, 
except  that  it  began  to  bear  downwards  to  the 
outward  orifice  ;  fo  that  being  able  to  touch 
with  my  finger  its  whole  circumference,  and 
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feel  its  weight,  I  judged  the  child  to  be  well 
turned.  Thus  I  returned  home  again  ;  but  the 
pains  increafing  I  was  fent  for  again  the  next 
morning,  at  two  o’clock,  when  1  found  the 
membranes  appearing  full  of  water  :  I  began, 
to  hope  for  a  fpeedy  delivery,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  woman  had  for  feveral  days  pa  ft  been 
much  troubled  with  continual  vomiting,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  keep  either  any  folid  or  li¬ 
quid  matter  in  her  ftomach  ;  befides  that,  fhe 
was  corpulent,  complained  of  a  ftrange  fick- 
nefs  in  her  ftomach  ;  and  that,  fhe  could  fcarce 
feel  the  child  to  ftir,  a  thing  often  complained 
of  by  women  in  ladour,  which  now  began  to 
advance  pretty  well  in  our  patient.  About 
four  a  clock  in  the  morning  I  ordered  her  a 
clyfter  made  only  of  the  decodlion  of  white 
bread,  and  four  ounces  of  well  defpumated 
honey  ;  after  which  finding  the  membranes 
with  the  child  to  advance  apace,  1  ordered 
the  woman  to  be  laid  conveniently  upon  a 
bed,  whereupon  the  membranes  breaking, 
there  iftued  thence  two  or  three  pounds  of 
water,  the  child  following  immediately  with 
the  crown  of  its  head  foremoft,  which  thence 
they  call  in  France  a  Coronation.  I  then  or¬ 
dered  her  to  be  laid  a-crofs  the  bed  again,  foon 
after  which  the  pains  increafing,  and  the 
child  making  its  way  forward,  the  head  came 
out ;  fo  1  laid  one  of  my  hands  on  each 
fide  of  the  ears,  and  pulled  out  the  whole 
child,  which  cried  immediately,  an  infallible 
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Sign  of  its  being;  alive  and  well.  The  navel- 
hiring  being  twilled  round  its  waift,  I  untwiic- 
ed  it,  and  tied  a  hiring  with  a  knot  on  it,  two 
inches  breadth  from  the  child’s  belly  (as  has 
been  told  before)  but  judging  by  the  fender 
bulk  of  the  child,  that  there  might  perhaps 
be  another  behind  in  the  womb,  I  tied  another 
hiring  two  inches  higher,  and  then  cut  the 
hiring  betwixt  the  two  knots. 

Notwithstanding  this,  I  fearched  after  the 
after-burthen  of  the  firh,  pulling  gently  by 
the  navel- hiring,  without  the  lead  violence, 
and  conveying  my  hand  along  the  hiring  within 
the  orifices,  I  drew  out  the  after-burthen  entire 
with  its  membranes ;  but  letting  my  fingers 
flip  further  into  the  womb,  I  felt  a  final  1 
hand,  which  I  told  to  the  woman’s  hufband, 
and  foon  after  finding  my  hand  bedawbed 
with  an  ill-fcented  (lime,  I  judged  the  child 
to  be  dead.  Whilh  I  was  endeavouring  to 
turn  the  child  in  the  womb,  I  felt  a  cer- 
tain  fubhance  the  bignefs  of  the  Sharp  end 
of  a  neats-tongue  faftened  near  the  inner 
orifice  of  the  womb,  with  a  firing  joined 
to  it,  which  making  me  to  fufpedt  it  to  be  an 
after-burthen,  I  let  it  alone  ;  but  turning  my 
fingers  to  the  right  fide  of  the  bottom  of  the 
womb,  I  found  there  fome  protuberances,  not 
unlike  bruifed  bones  fqueezed  flat  and  dole  to-  ■ 
gether.  I  left  thefe  alfo,  to  fearch  for  the 
feet,  which  I  found,  but  without  any  fkin ;  I 
pulled  by  the  toes  as  you  would  do  with  a  her- 
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ring  by  the  tail,  it  being  of  the  fame  bignefs, 
tho’  near  a  foot  long.  The  body  was  putrified 
and  quite  dried  up,  covered  with  a  yellow  ex¬ 
crement  ;  the  head  was  quite  flat,  and  the 
bones  Iqueezed  together :  the  under-jaw  was 
fplit,  but  covered  with  a  putrid  reddrfh  mat¬ 
ter  ;  you  could  difcern  neither  eyes  nor  nofe  ; 
the  hands  had  their  true  fhape,  but  were 
quite  dried  up.  The  navel-firing  was  faflened 
to  the  after-burthen,  within  an  inch  of  its 
edge,  and  rel'embled  in  fhape  a  neat’s-tongue. 
1  conveyed  my  fingers  along  it,  and  met  with 
another  child,  lefier  than  the  former,  being  of 
the  bignefs,  and  as  dry  as  a  red-herring  ;  the 
head  was  as  fiat  as  a  crown-piece,  without  any 
brains  ;  the  chin  turned  towards  the  right 
fhoulder  ;  the  body  was  of  the  fame  thicknefs 
with  the  head ;  the  eyes  were  difcernable  in 
their  proper  places :  the  nofe  crooked,  and  the 
mouth  fplit ;  the  chin  had  its  natural  fhape, 
but  no  broader  than  the  edge  of  a  crown-piece  ; 
the  neck  was  of  the  length  of  a  quarter  of  an 
inch ;  the  arms  and  legs  were  flat  and  fqueezed 
together,  like  the  reft  of  the  body;  which 
made  me  conje&ure,  that  they  had  been  thus 
prefifed  for  want  of  room  in  the  womb  ;  but 
what  mofl  furprifed  me  was  their  different 
flze. 

For  the  lafl  child  was  only  eight  inches  long  j 
the  fecond,  which  was  mofl  putrified,  a  foot ; 
and  the  fir  ft- born  was  alive  and  quite  perfedfc, 
and  immediately  after  its  birth  difcharged  its 

3  Meconium , 


[  26i  ] 

Meconium ,  or  black  excrements.  I  found  the 
navel-firing  of  thefe  two  lafl  clolely  joined  to 
the  hindermoft  part  of  the  womb,  with  both 
the  navel-firings  inferted  into  it.  I  began  to 
leparate  it  from  the  womb,  beginning  on  the 
peaked  end,  which  being  very  dry  and  hard 
fluck  very  clofe,  yet  I  made  fhift  to  peel  it  ofl 
by  degrees,  like  as  we  do  with  the  rind  of  an 
orange  ;  which,  as  it  is  not  to  be  done  without 
great  trouble  and  pain,  fo  it  is  without  any 
further  danger,  provided  you  proceed  with 
due  caution ;  it  being  obfervable,  That  women 
after  an  hard  labour  do  better  in  their  lying-in 
( generally  J peaking )  than  thofe  who  are  delivered 
with  more  eafe,  ejpecially  if  they  have  had  the 
advantage  of  a  jkilful  man-midwife  or  midwife , 
whereof  1  could  give  you  many  inftances  of  my 
own  experience.  The  reafon  whereof,  as  alio, 
why  fo  many  women  in  this  year  1683,  have 
born  two  or  three  children  at  once  (a  thing 
not  obferved  in  many  years  before)  1  leave  to 
the  judgment  of  the  phyficians.  1  have  de¬ 
livered  feveral  of  them,  and  this  lafl  mentioned 
could  not  but  puzzle  my  thoughts,  that  a  wo¬ 
man  fhould  be  delivered  of  three  children  at 
once,  one  whereof  fhould  prove  perfect  and 
well,  the  other  two  dead,  of  fo  different  a  fize, 
with  one  after-burthen  to  both  -}  befides  that, 
the  leall  of  all  was  not  fo  much  putrified  as 
the  other.  I  know  I  fhall  be  told,  it  is  a  fu- 
perfoetation )  but  after  all,  this  does  not  fatisfy 
my  underflanding  -}  and  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
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will  not  do  fa  to  others.  I  leave  it  therefore 
to  the  determination  of  the  phyficians,  who  are 
the  mod  proper  judges  of  it. 

But  to  return  to  our  obfervation  :  the  edge 
of  the  after-burthen  of  thefe  two  lad  children 
was  very  hard  and  dry.  The  navel-firing 
of  the  final  left  child  was  joined  to  the  after¬ 
burthen  near  the  edge,  oppofite  to  the  navel- 
ftring  of  the  other  child  ;  neither  appeared 
there  the  leaft  ftgn  of  any  membranes,  yet 
I  found  fome  fmall  remnants  of  them  (up¬ 
on  fearch  with  my  hand)  within  the  womb, 
which  were  much  putrifkd.  I  brought  them 
out  thence  with  abundance  of  coagulated 
blood,  and  then  flopped  her  privy  parts  with 
a  cloth. 

As  this  was  an  uncommon  cafe  which  fel- 
dom  ends  without  fome  ill  iymptoms  to  the 
woman,  I  de fired  Dr.  Vafteus  and  Dr.  Auzon, 
both  learned  phyficians  of  the  faculty  of  Pa¬ 
ris  to  give  her  a  vilit,  which  they  did,  and  or¬ 
dered  an  ounce  of  fyrrup  of  maiden-hair,  mixt 
with  the  f  me  quantity  of  oil  of  fweet  al¬ 
monds.  I  had  given  her  immediately  after 
her  delivery  two  ounces  of  the  fame  fyrup, 
mixt  with  the  juice  of  three  four  oranges  ;  fhe 
did  extremely  well  that  whole  day,  and  the 
following  night,  without  any  after-pains,  tho’ 
it  w..n  her  fir  ft  lying-in.  Her  flooding  fucceed- 
ed  weli,  without  a  fever,  head-acb,  or  the 
leaft  pain  in  any  other  part.  I  applied  to  the 
inferior  region  of  her  belly,  juft  above  the 
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womb  the  following  plaifter,  which  much 
promoted  the  flooding  :  this  plaifter  is  famous, 
for  that  it  was  ufed  by  our  Queen,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  Lady  Foquet.  Its  compofltion  is 
only  of  cerus  ten  ounces,  of  red-lead  one  pound, 
Venice  loap  ten  ounces,  and  oil  of  olives  two 
pounds ;  boil  and  mix  it  to  the  confiflency  of 
a  plaifter. 

It  is  excellently  good  to  be  laid  upon  the 
navel  of  a  woman,  eight  days  before- and  after 
her  delivery  ;  but  (he  muft  keep  her  bed  all  the 
while :  you  mu  it  change  it  as  often  as  it  be¬ 
comes  dry.  It  has  divers  other  Angular  vir¬ 
tues,  not  to  be  mentioned  here,  as  being  beyond 
our  purpofe.  I  had  this  receipt  from  Dr  de 
Beleval,  Chancellor  of  the  univerflty  of  Mont¬ 
pelier,  and  Mr.  Pecpuet.  Mr.  Janfton  fells 
abundance  of  it,  it  being  of  Angular  virtue  to 
promote  the  flooding  in  child-bed  women, 
whereof  you  have  an  in  fiance  in  this  ;  for  no 
fooner  was  it  applied,  but  a  whitifh  matter  if- 
fued  from  the  womb,  fuppofed  to  be  the  rem¬ 
nants  of  the  coagulated  blood,  becaufe  the 
turning  of  the  milk  does  not  happen  till  be¬ 
twixt  the  fecond  and  Axth  day  ;  befldes  that, 
this  was  a  watery  fubftance.  I  ordered  her 
for  nine  days  fuccefllvely  a  clyfter,  made  of 
the  emollient  decodtion,  mixt  with  three  oun¬ 
ces  of  honey,  which  fucceeded  fo  well,  that 
fhe  felt  not  the  lead  fymptoms  of  a  fever,  and 
continues  very  well  and  fat  flnce. 
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Observation  LXXXI, 

Of  a  • violent  Flux  of  Blood,  followed  by  a  Fee - 
tus,  inclofed  in  its  Membranes ,  like  an  Egg 
* without  the  Shell, 

APRIL  22d,  1682,  I  was  called  to  a  wo¬ 
man  affiided  with  a  violent  flux  of 
blood,  and  who  had  evacuated  a  great  quantity 
of  coagulated  blood  before  my  coming  Confi- 
dering  fhe  had  ftrength  enough  as  yet,  I  let  her 
fix  ounces  of  blood,  after  which  fhe  fainted  for 
half  an  hour,  but  then  recovered.  I  conveyed 
rnv  fingers  into  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
whence  I  brought  forth  many  clods  of  coagu¬ 
lated  blood.  This,  and  a  natural  ftool,  gave 
her  great  eafe,  tho’  the  fame  is  moft  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  letting  of  blood,  whereof  I  have 
h.d  frequent  experience  in  women  troubled 
with  the  flux  of  blood.  •  I  ordered  her  after 
this  fome  nourifhment,  and,  two  hours  after, 
divers  clyfters  of  the  decodion  of  cooling  and 
emollient  herbs,  fuch  as  mallows,  althea,  vi¬ 
olet  leaves,  lettuces,  and  purflain,  which  laft 
is  of  Angular  virtue  in  flopping  bloody  fluxes, 
ufed  either  in  clyfters,  or  taken  inwardly, 
efpecially  if  you  take  of  its  juice  fqueezed  out 

of 


[  265  ] 

of  the  herb,  and  depurated  three  times  a  day, 
with  a  little  fugar. 

You  may  in  this  cafe  alfo  apply  to  the  hips 
and  the  outward  orifice  of  the  womb,  cloths 
dipped  in  warm  water  mixed  with  vinegar  ;  but 
vinegar,  in  which  you  have  fteeped  before-hand 
fome  lethargicum  of  gold,  is  much  better. 
You  mu  ft  put  a  pound  of  this  lethargicum  into 
three  pounds  of  the  ftrongeft  vinegar,  and  let 
it  ftand  in  hot  allies,  after  ftirring  it  up  with 
a  ftick.  The  vinegar  you  muft  feparate  from 
the  lethargicum  by  percolating  it  thro’  a  cloth, 
and  then  mix  it  with  water,  as  you  do  with  a 
common  oxycrate,  with  ordinary  vinegar;  but 
this  is  white  as  milk,  and  of  greater  effedt,  in 
this  and  divers  other  diftempers. 

The  clyflers  that  had  been  applied  to  our 
patient  not  coming  away  as  they  ought  to  do, 
I  ordered  her  another  of  the  fame  decodtion, 
but  with  the  addition  of  three  ounces  of  ho¬ 
ney,  which  had  the  defired  effedt ;  and  tho’  the 
fiux  did  not  ceafe,  yet  was  it  much  diminifhed. 
About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  I  was 
fent  for  again,  when,  meeting  there  with  Dr. 
Pafchal,  a  very  curious  perfon,  I  defired  him  to 
infpedf  with  me  the  clods  of  blood  evacuated 
by  our  patient.  Among  thefe  we  difcovered  a 
black  membranous  body,  inclining  to  a  mufcu- 
lous  fubftance,  covered  in  many  places  with  co¬ 
agulated  pieces  of  blood,  fixt  as  it  were  within 
the  fubftance  of  the  membranes ;  the  whole  of 
the  bignefs  of  a  walnut  with  its  great  rind. 
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Upon  an  exaft  view  and  touch  I  found  it 
pretty  hard,  which  made  me  tell  Dr.  Pafcal, 
that  it  certainly  contained  a  foetus,  or  at  leaft 
fome  water.  I  opened  it  very  gently,  for  fear 
of  fpoiiing  the  foetus  (if  any  fuch  there  fhould 
be)  and  in  the  midfl  of  it  difcovered  a  thin- 
traniparent  bladder,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  hazle- 
nut,  in  fhape  not  unlike  an  egg,  full  of  a  tranf- 
parent  liquor,  containing  a  fmall,  white,  and 
oleaginous  fubftance,  appearing  like  the  firffc 
draught  or  beginning  of  a  child,  being  of  the 
bignefs  only  of  a  fly  or  a  clove.  Round  about 
this  bladder,  which  contained  the  foetus,  I 
faw,  within  the  membranous  circumference,  di¬ 
vers  other  bladders,  refembling  the  fmall  eggs 
you  fee  in  the  knots  of  pullets  with  eggs,  or  to 
a  bunch  of  fmall  grapes,  all  tranfparent,  but 
of  a  different  fize,  the  biggefl  not  exceeding 
the  bignefs  of  a  fmall  pea.  You  might  aifo 
compare  thefe  bladders  to  thofe  raifed  by  burn¬ 
ing  upon  our  fkin. 

The  patient  had  told  us,  That,  according  to 
h  r  reckoning ,  Jl:e  was  three  months  gone  with 
child.  Jhe  having  not  had  her  monthly  times  fine e ; 
but  the  foetus  bearing  not  the  lead:  proportion 
to  that  time,  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  it  died 
long  before,  for  want  of  due  nourifhment,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  great  quantity  of  coagulated 
blo<  d,  which  lurrounded  the  membranes  to  the 
thicknefs  of  half  an  inch.  The  membrane  or 
fkin  which  contained  the  liquid  fubftance,  was 
joined  to  the  mufculous  part  by  another  fmall 
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fkin,  being  much  thinner  than  that  which 
contained  the  fetus,  which  being  as  thin  as 
the  finefl  and  thinned  taffefy,  contained  a 
tranfparent  liquor,  and  was  thicker  in  that  part 
where  the  navel- firing  was  in  it.  This  blad¬ 
der,  which  in  all  refpedts  refembled  an  egg 
without  its  hard  fhell,  might  afford  fome  fpe- 
culation,  whether  mankind  are  progenerated  in 
eggs,  like  the  birds  ;  but  this  being  beyond 
my  compals,  I  leave  to  the  confederation  of 
abler  perfons  than  myfelf.  I  took  this  tender 
fkin  entire,  with  its  water  and  fetus,  and  put 
it  into  a  bottle  with  clear  fpring  water,  for 
fear  that  the  fpirit  of  wine  fhould  confume  its 
fkin,  which  was  very  tender  and  thin. 
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Phyfic,  Surgery,  Anatomy,  and  Midwifery, 
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Sign  of  Mead’s  Head,  Oppofite  the  Monument . 

Where  may  he  had ,  Books  in  all  Arts  and  Sciences ,  both 
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1.  A  LBINUS’s  Anatomical  Tables,  and 
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graved  on  very  large  folio  Plates,  with  Expla¬ 
nations. 

2.  James’s  Medicinal  Dictionary,  3  vols.  folio. 

3.  Boerhaave’s  Oeconomia  Animalis,4to.  Illujlrated 
with  Fifty-four  Copper  Plates . 

4.  Heifter’s  General  Syftem  of  Surgery,  4to.  With 
many  Copper  Plates. 

5.  Heifter’s  Medical,  Chirurgical,  and  Anatomical 
Cafes  and  Obfervations,  with  Copper  Plates ,  4to. 

6.  Boerhaave’s  New  Method  of  Chemiftry,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Hiftory,  Theory,  and  Practice  of 
the  Art.  Tranflated  bv  Dr.  Shaw,  and  illuftra- 
ted  with  Copper  Plates,  2  vols,  4to. 

7.  Pharmacopoeia  Collegii  Regalis  Medicorum 
Londinenfis,  4to. 

8.  The  fame  Book,  /mail  Edition. 

p.  Newman’s  Chymical  Works,  tranflated  by  Dr. 
Lewis,  4to. 

10.  Dr.  Lewis’s  Materia  Medica ;  or,  of  the  na¬ 
tural  and  artificial  Subftances  made  ufe  of  in 
Medicine,  4to. 

11.  Aflruc  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe  ;  containing  an 
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Account  of  the  Origin,  Propagation,  and  Con¬ 
tagion  of  this  Diftemper,  4to. 

12.  The  fame  Book,  abridged  by  Chapman, 
2  vols,  1 2 mo. 

13.  Monf.  Pomet’s  Complete  Hiftory  of  Drugs,  di¬ 
vided  into  three  Clafles,  Vegetable,  Animal,  and 
Mineral  ;  with  their  Ufe  in  Phyfic,  Chemiftry, 
Pharmacy,  &c.  To  which  are  added,  the  Ob- 
fervations  of  Meffrs.  Lemery  and  Tournefort. 
lliuftrated  with  above  Four  Hundred  Copper- 
Plate  Figures. 

14.  Dr.  Mead’s  Medical  Works,  collected  into 
one  Volume,  4to. 

15.  Window’s  Anatomy,  4to. 
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16.  Dr.  Allen’s  Synopfis,  or  fummary  View,  of 
the  whole  Practice  of  Phyfic,  2  vols. 

17.  Arnaud,  on  Ruptures. 

18.  Dr.  Boerhaave’s  Ledures  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Phyfic,  6  vols. 

19.  - on  the  Power  of  Medicines. 

20 - Aphorifms. 

20.  - on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  tranflated  by 

Wathen. 

21.  Bellini’s  Mechanical  Account  of  Fevers. 

22.  Dr.  Brooke’s  Introduction  to  Phyfic  and  Surgery. 

23.  — - Practice  of  Phyfic,  2  vols. 

24.  - - —  Natural  Hiftory,  6  vols. 

25.  Barry,  on  Digeftions. 

2  b.  Ball’s  Pradice  of  Phyfic,  2  vols. 

27.  Dr.  Cheyne’s  Pieces. 

28.  Chamberlain’s  Tranflation  of  Mauriceau’s 
Midwifery. 

29.  Coe,  on  Biliary  Concretions, 

30.  Chapman’s  Midwifery. 
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31.  Chefeldon’s  Anatomy,  with  Copper  Plates. 

32.  Douglas,  on  the  Mufcles. 

33.  D’ Offie’s  Inftitutes  of  Chemiftry,  2  vols. 

34.  - -  Chirurgical  Pharmacy. 

35.  - Elaboratory  laid  open. 

3  6.  - - Elandmaid  to  the  Arts,  2  vols. 

37.  Dionis’s  Surgery. 

38.  Duverney,  on  the  Bones. 

39.  Dr.  Friend’s  Hiftory  of  Phyfic,  2  vols. 

40.  - —  Chymical  Lectures. 

41.  Emmenalogia. 

42.  Fothergiil,  on  the  Sore  Throat. 

43.  ProfelTor  Gaubinie’s  Difpenfatory,  or  Method 
of  prefcribing,  compounding,  and  exhibiting  ex¬ 
temporaneous  Medicines. 

44.  Geoffry,  on  Foffils  made  ufe  of  in  Phyfic  by 
Douglas. 

A.c.  Dr.  Heifter’s  Compendium  of  the  Pradtice  of 
Phyfic. 

46.  - -  Anatomy,  with  Cuts. 

47.  Dr.  Hunter’s  Medical  Commentaries. 

48.  Dr.  Haller’s  Phyfiology,  2  vols. 

49.  Keili’s  Anatomy. 

50.  Dr.  Lewis’s  New  Difpenfatory. 

£i. - — -  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory. 

52.  Lommius,  on  Fevers. 

53.  Linden,  on  the  mineral  Waters  at  Llandrindod. 

54.  Lobb,  on  the  Small  Pox. 

55.  La  Motte’s  Midwifery. 

56.  Le  Dran’s  Operations  in  Surgery,  with  Cuts . 

57.  . — —  Obfervations  in  Surgery. 

58.  - -  On  Gun-fhot  Wounds. 

59.  Martin’s  Anatomy,  with  large  Plates. 

60.  Dr.  Mead,  on  the  Small  Pox. 

61.  - Medical  Precepts  and  Cautions. 

62.  . . -  "■  on  the  Scurvy. 

63.  Mil- 
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6p  Millar’s  Chemiftry. 

64.  Mihler’s  Elements  of  Surgery. 

65.  - - —  Medical  E flays  from  the  Philofophi- 

cal  Tranfadtions,  2  vols. 

66.  Monro’s  Anatomy. 

67.  — - -  on  the  Dropfy. 

68.  Medical  Efiays,  by  a  Society  at  Edinburgh, 
6  vols. 

69.  Medical  Obfervations  and  Enquiries,  by  a 
Society  in  London,  2  vols. 

70.  Dr.  Nefbit’s  Ofteology  j  in  which  the  Begin¬ 
ning  and  gradual  Increafe  of  the  Bones  of  Hu¬ 
man  Fcetuies  are  defcribed,  and  the  general  No¬ 
tion,  that  all  Bones  are  formed  from  Cartilages, 
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71.  Neal’s  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Surgery 
at  Paris,  3  vols.  with  Cuts. 

72.  Ould’s  Midwifery. 
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80.  Pringle’s  Difeafes  of  the  Army  in  Camp  and 
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81.  Dr.  Quincy’s  Difpenfatory. 

82.  — - Phyfical  Dictionary. 

83.  Dr.  Ruflell,  on  Sea-water. 

84.  Ran  by,  on  Gun-fbot  Wounds. 

85.  Smellie’s  Midwifery,  3  vols. 

86.  Saviard’s  Obfervations  in  Surgery. 

87.  Sharpe’s  Operations  in  Surgery. 

88.  — — —  Inquiry  into  the  prefent  State  of  Sur¬ 
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89.  Shaw’s  P  raft  ice  of  Phyfic,  2  vols. 

90.  - Edinburgh  Difpenfatory. 

91.  Dr.  Sydenham’s  Works,  tranflatedby  Swan. 

92.  Dr.  Turner’s  Surgery,  2  vols. 

93-  — - Difeafes  of  the  Skin. 

94.  - - on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

95.  Van  Swieten’s  Commentaries  on  Boerhaave’ 
Aphorifms,  1 1  vols. 

96.  Wifeman’s  Surgery. 

97.  Whytt,  on  Lime-water. 
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99.  Young,  on  Opium. 
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